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^HE  utility  of  a  colle<Etion  of  this  kind  is  y/ell  known  to 
*  every  lover  of  the  fine  arts.  ColleiSlions  have  of  courfe 
been  made  in  every  part  of  Europe;  but  no  where  is  there  to 
be  found  a  cabinet  fo  extenfive  as  the  one  now  prefented  to  the 
public.  If  we  add  to  this  the  perfection  to  which  Mr.  Taffie 
has  brought  his  pajiesy  that  inftead  of  wax,  fulphur,  plaifter,  &c. 
impreffions  which  have  many  difadvantages,  a  purchafer  may 
now  obtain  copies  of  all  that  is  valuable  in  this  art,  which,  for 
durability,  correCtnefs  of  defign^  and  every  other  efTential  qua- 
%>  are  equal  to  the  originals,  the  labours  of  this  ingenious 
ATtift  muft  be  confidered  as  a  public  good,  and  we  hope  will 
®cet  with  that  public  reward  they'fo  jullly  merit. 
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Many  are  apt  to  confider  colleftions  of  engraved  gems  merd^ 
as  the  amufement  of  idlenefs,  or  an  appendage  of  luxury ;  but 
they  are,  in  truth,  to  be  looked  upon  in  a  much  more  ref^Kjft, 
able  point  of  view.  Befides  the  alBftance  they  afford  in  all  the 
branches  of  defign,  they  aid  the  antiquary  in  his  laborious  re- 
fearches,  clear  up  many  doubtful  points  to  the  hiftorian,  and 
bring  us  acquainted  with  the  manners,  cuftoms,  and  mythology 
of  the  ancients.  They  improve  our  tafte,  and  e^epand  our  fphcrc 
of  knowledge. 

The  ingenious  and  learned  Mr.  Rafpe,  who  arranged  and  de- 
feribed  this  colledion,  has,  in  his  introdudiion,  given  the  hiftory 
of  the  art  from  the  carlieft  periods ;  from  the  iirde  attempts  of 
the  favage  to  polifli  'and  fharpen  hard  Hones  for  ornaments,  for 
utenfiLs,  or  for  arms,  to  the  highly  improved  ftate  in  which  it 
now  appears.  He  thinks  it  highly  probable,  though  the  art 
appear  to  have  come  to  the  Greeks  by  the  way  of  Egypt,  that 
it  was  firft  pradlifed  in  India;  as  that  country,  we  have  reafon 
to  believe,  was  firft  civilifed,  and  poffelTes  natural  advantages 
which  can  be  aferibed  to  no  other.  The  nature  of  our  work 
will  not  permit  us  to  follow  Mr.  Rafpe  in  his  account  of  the 
progrefs  of  engraving  on  gems,  from  the  firft  rude  delineations 
on  thefe  hard  materials,  till  the  art  arrived  at  perfedlion  in  the 
time  of  Pericles.  We  muft  likewife  refer  the  reader  to  the 
work  itfelf  for  what  he  has  faid  on  the  frauds,  forgeries,  and  im- 
pofitions  made  ufe  of  by  the  dealers  in  gems,  and  for  his  hiftory 
of  coloured  glafs,  or  pajiesy  from  the  famous  old  glafs  manu- 
fadlories  of  Egypt,  Tyre,  and  Sidon,  to  the  prefent  day.  It  will 
be  fufficient  to  lay  before  our  readers  what  he  fays,  towards  the 
end  of  his  introdudtion,  of  the  immenfe  and  fplendid  colledtion 
which  is  now  offered  to  the  public : 

♦  Mr.  Taffic,  profiting  of  all  the  former  publications  of  this  fort, 
and  by  expence,  induftry,  and  accefs  to  many  cabinets  In  England 
and  other  kingdoms,  to  which  artifts  had  not  obtained  admlflion,  has 
now  increafed  his  colledion  of  impreilions  of  ancient  and  modera 
gems  to  above  fifteen  thoufand  articles.  It  is  the  greateft  colleflion 
of  this  kind  that  ever  exifted,  and  ferves  for  all  the  puipofes  of  artiHs, 
antiquaries,  fcholars,  men  of  tafte,  and  even  philolophers.  The 
great  demand  for  his  paftes  was,  perhaps,  owing,  in  the  beginning, 
to  the  London  jewellers,  who  introduced  them  into  faihion  by  feuing 
them  in  rings.  Teals,  bracelets,  necklaces,  and  other  trinkets. 

*  The  reputation  of  this  colledtion  having  reached  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruflia,  who  is  ever  anxious  to  ^introduce  and  promote,  in  her  exten* 
five  dominions,  every  branch  of  ufeful  and  ornamental  knowledge, 
her  Imperial  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  order  Mr.  Taffie  to  execute  tor 
her  the  complete  fet  in  the  beft  and  moft  durable  manner.  He  obeyed 
her  majefty’s  commands  entirely  to  her  fatisfadlion ;  and  the  elegant 
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tAbiticts  in  which  they  were  arranged,  are  now  placed  In  the  noble 
apartments  of  her  imperial  Majeily’s  fuperb  palace  of  Czarfko  Zelo. 

‘  Mr.  Taflie,  in  executing  this  commiflion,  availed  himfelf  of  all 
the  advantages  which  the  improved  ftate  of  chymiftry,  the  various 
ornamental  arts,  and  the  learning  of  the.  age,  afforded. 

‘  The  impreflions  were  taken  in  a  beautiful  hard ^white  enamel 
compofition,  which  emits  fire  when  ftriick  with  lleei,  takes  a  fine 
poliih,  and  Ihews  every  llroke  and  touch  of  the  artift  in  higher  per- 
feftion  than  any  other  fubftaiicc.  They  are  facfmihsj  and  do  not 
(Contract  or  (brink  in  baking  like  clay,  nor  do  they  form  air  bubbles. 
Hence  they  have  a  decided  fuperiority  over  clay  or  any  other  material 
hitherto  ufed  in  taking  impreffions. 

<  When  the  colours,  mixed  colours,  and  nature  of  the  refpedUve 
originals  could  be  afcertalned,  they  were  imitated  as  completely  as 
art  can  imitate  them ;  infomuch  that  many  of  the  pafte  intaglios  in 
this  colledlion  are  fo  faithful  imitations,  that  artifts  thcmfelves  have 
owned  that  they  can  hardly  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  originals.  And 
when  the  colour  and  nature  of  the  gems  ^ould  not  be  authenticated, 
the  paftes  were  executed  in  agreeable,  and  chiefly  tranfparent  colours, 
Conllant  attention  was  beftowed  to  preferve  the  outlines,  extremities, 
attributes,  and  inferiptions. 

*  The  laborious  and  difficult  talk  to  arrange  and.deferlbe  this  great 
colleftion  fell  to  ray  (hare.  Stimulated  by  my  affedion  for  the  fine 
arts,  and  by  a  juft  ambition  to  promote  them,  as  far  as  my  limited 
knowledge  and  fituation  would  permit,  I  did  it  con  amove,** 

^  1  was  indeed  left  at  liberty  to  choofe  what  method  1  fhould  think 
fit  for  the  arrangement;  I  did  it  in  the  manner  I  thought  would  beft 
anfwer  the  views  of  the  learned  as  well  as  artifts,  for  w'hcfe  Uudy, 
ufe,  and  amufement,  it  was  particularly  intended;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  for  the  conveniency  and  advantage  of  my  worthy  friend  Mr. 
Taffie,  who  had  formed  this  colledion  with  indefatigable  perfeverance 
and  great  expence,  without  any  other  profped  of  indemnification  than 
that  arifing  to  him  from  the  fale  and  circulation  of  his  paftes  and 

fulphurs.  _  _ 

‘  In  the  arrangement  !  have  therefore  nearly  followed  the  plan  of 
the  late  learned  Abbe  Winckleman,  in  his  defeription  of  the  gems  of 
Baron  Philip  Stofeh ;  not  that  his  arrangement  is  unexceptionable, 
but  becaufe  it  is  as  good  as  any  hitherto  imagined  ;  and  perhaps  as 
Well  connected  as  our  imperfed,  and  not  fufficiently  digefled  ideas  of 
ancient  mythology,  iconology,  fable,  and  hiftory,  feem  to  admit  of. 

^  *  But  this  colledion  being  very  wifely  and  prudently  formed  upon 
the  moft  general  and  comprehenfive  plan — the  firft,  indeed,  in  which 
every  kind  and  ftyle  of  engraving,  of  different  ages  and  countries, 
appears  in  its  proper  and  true  light— a  few  alterations  have  been  made, 
andfome  claffeshavc  been  added.  What  thefe  are  will  appear  from 
the  ConfpeQusy  which,  with  a  proper  recourfe  to  the  various  indexes 
at  the  end  of  the  work,  will  I  hope  be  found  an  eafy  and  fufficient 
diredion  towards  claffing,  finding,  or  ordering  any  particular  fubjeCt, 
%le,  artift,  or  cabinet  that  may  be  wanted,  cither  for  infpe^tion, 
flody,  or  ornament. 

Q^z  •  Befidcs 
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•  Bcfidct  this,  and  the  fatisfaftion  of  feeing,  by  a  glance  of  the 
eye,  how  differently  the  fame  fubjeft  has  been  treated  in  different 
ages  by  different  artifts,  two  other  important  advantages  arife  from 
their  arrangement  in  one  feries.  Firff,  to  gentlemen  and  antiquaries, 
juftly  defirous  of  becoming  familiar  with  the  charaftcrillic  marks  of 
ancient  and  modern  workmanihip,  and  confequently  of  guarding 
them  againft  the  too  frequent  impofitioas  of  dealers  in  engraved 
gems.  And  the  next,  to  the  ingenious  artiil  ambitious  to  excel  ia 
his  profeflion. 

•  Thus  exhibiting,  at  one  view,  originals,  copies,  and  imitations, 
ancient  and  modem,  good  and  bad,  it  (hews  their  charafleriftic  dif¬ 
ference  in  an  intuitive  manner.  Thefe  impreffions,  by  frequent  ftudy, 
habituate  the  eye,  better  than  books  or  prints,  to  this  fcience,  and 
ferve  as  a  touchftone  by  which  every  gem  (hould  be  tried  which  is 
offered  to  Calc  as  an  antique  of  great  value,  with  pompous  certificates 
of  its  excellence  and  originality.  Few  impofitions  will  iland  this 
kind  of  teft. 

•  To  the  ftudious  artift,  on  the  other  hand,  this  collcftion  is  an  in- 
cxhauftiblc  fupply  of  ideas,  and  will  ferve  to  all  as  a  meafure  of  tafte; 
even  in  fettling  the  invidious  queffion,  about  the  pretended  unattain¬ 
able  perfedlion  of  the  ancients.  For  the  works  of  modern  artilli 
have  not  been  prepofteroufly  ncgledlcd  in  this,  as  in  all  fimilar  former 
coDeftions :  on  the  contrary,  they  were  collcfted  by  Mr.  Taffie,  and 
examined  and  afeertained  by  me,  with  the  greateft  care  and  atten¬ 
tion,  that  their  refpeftive  real  merit  and  value  may  henceforth  be¬ 
come  confpicuous.  ^ 

‘  In  thefe  points  of  view  Mr.  Taffie’s  collcftion,  thus  arranged, 
anfwcrs,  in  its  objefts  of  art  and  *vertu^  nearly  all  the  ends  of  properly 
arranged  general  libraries,  which  are  ufcful  only  in  proportion  as 
they  are  public,  and  acceffible  to  every  one.  This  evidently  implies, 
that  complete  fets  of  his  coloured  pafte,  white  enamel,  or  fulphur* 
impreffions,  fhould  be  fet  up  in  every  great  city,  or  feminary  of  am 
ana  fciences,  for  public  infpedlion  and  inffru6lk)n. 

•  In  the  deicription  of  the  numerous  articles  of  this  collcflion,  I 
have  been  as  accurate,  concife,  and  explicit,  as  its  vaftnefs,  confe- 
quence,  tendency,  and  publicity  commanded  ;  and  as  books,  mana- 
(cripts,  and  other  information,  to  which  I  had  accefs,  could 
make  it. 

•  The  nature,  name,  and  colour  of  the  original  gems,  and  their 
‘  pofTeflbrs,  have  been  afeertained  to  the  bed  of  my  inlormation. 

•  I  have  carefully  referred  to  their  former  deferiptions  and  prints, 
which  have  been  too  often  embellifhed,  and  hardly  ever  expreffiveof 
their  real  charafter.  However,  1  have  arranged  and  deferibed  the 
fubjefts,  either  in  conformity  to  them,  or  to  general^  received  opi- 
niohs  of  antiquaries,  unlefs  when  particular  reafons  made  me  deviate 
from  them,  and  engaged 'me  to  have  an  opinion  of  my  own. 

•  1  could  have  wifhed,  indeed,  to  remove  a  little  the  darknefs  which 
hangs  over  the  mythological  and  allegorical  part  of  ancient  iconology? 
and  which  makes  it  not  only  puzzling,  but  almoft  ufelefs  to  moll  cf 
the  mcxlern  artills.  JBut  this  would  have  obliged  me  to  make 
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pirtlcular  introdu6tions  to  every  article  or  feries,  and  confequently  it 
would  have  fwellcd  this  work  much  beyond  its  prefent  fize.  Satisfied, 
however,  with  having  given  a  few  fuch  introdu6lory  hints,  and  now 
and  then  fomc  occafional  warning  on  the  fubjedt,  I  mu  ft  leave  this 
defirable  talk  to  abler  pens:  and,  from  the  phi lofophical  turn  of  th# 
prefent  age,  and  refpeftable  and  learned  academies  which  adorn  it, 
we  may,  1  think,  flatter  ourfclvcs  that  we  lhall  at  laft  be  favoured  with 
fomething  more  rational  on  this  head  than  what  taftelefs  compilers,  or 
illiterate  writers,  have  hitherto  obtruded  on  the  unfufpedling  artift. 

*  Many  fubjedls  muft,  from  their  nature,  be  left  limply  to  conjec¬ 
ture;  a  great  many  appear  to  me  perfeflly  unknown,  and  as  fuch  I 
have  thrown  them  together ;  perhaps  they  may  be  called  a  feries  of 
my  particular  ignorance, 

*  As  to  the  very  numerous  portraits  of  kings,  philofophers,  and 
illuflrious  perfons,  much  redlification  is  to  be  expeded.  Indeed, 
from  the  minutenefs  of  their  features,  and  the  incorreftnefs  of  moll 
of  their  prints,  error  and  miftake  is  hardly  to  be  avoided.  Had  there 
been  at  the  Royal  Academy,  or  any  other  public  repofitory  of  learn¬ 
ing,  fets  of  calls  of  well-afcertained  portraits  or  bulls,  taken  from  the 
Capitol  at  Rome,  arid  other  great  Italian  colledions; — or  had  timo 
and  fortune  allowed  me  to  confult,  or  to  mould  the  heads  of  illuftrious 
perfonages,  which  we  find  on  authentic  and  well-preferved  Greek  and 
Roman  medals,  much  uncertainty  might  have  been  removed. 

*  On  the  equivocal  authenticity  and  antiquity  of  feme  highly- 
celebrated  engraved  gems,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  my  opinion 
freely  and  without  referve;  for  I  ha^  never  courteoully  bowed  to  the 
dealers' in  thefe  articles. 

'  Delirous,  as  far  as  in  me  lies,  to  promote  the  celebrity  and  me¬ 
rit  of  modern  artills,  I  have  felt  myfelf  happy,  on  every  opportu¬ 
nity  which  offered,  to  do  them  juftice.  If,  in  a  few  inftances,  1  have 
hinted  or  touched  upon  fome  of  their  inaccuracies,  it  was  not  from 
a  cenforious  but  friendly  difpofition,  nay  even  from  a  real  efteem  for 
fome,  with  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  be  pcrfonally  acquainted ; 
that  their  talents,  and  degree  of  eminence  to  which  they  have  arrived 
in  their  very  ingenious  art,  may  not  henceforth  be  mifapplied,  in 
confequence  of  taftelefs  or  capricious  orders,  -or  milled  by  erroneous 
iconological  compilations.  They  can  never  be  too  cautio  .s  and  cor- 
reft  in  choice  or  execution.  They  have  the  great  models  of  per- 
feftion,  in  the  immortal  works  ot  antiquity,  for  their  diredory,  to 
lead  on  their  genius  in  the  difficult  path  they  have  chofen  ;  and  the 
fame  and  glory  which  impartial  pofterity  may  beftow  on  them,  ought 
to  be  before  their  eyes  more  than  other  artilts.  For,  of  all  the  arts 
of  genius  and  refined  intelledual  luxury,  theirs  exprelTes  their  own 
merit,  and  the  talle  of  their  age,  upon  imptrilhablc  materials,  which 
accidental  violence  indeed  may,  but  time  and  barbarous  hands  have 
neither  power  nor  inducement  to  deftroy  ;  and  which,  by  their  very 
form,  as  rings.  Teals,  or  bracelets,  are  fure  to  be  the  property,  orna¬ 
ment,  and  delight  ol  the  moil  exalted  and  amiable  part  of  maokind  in 
^dlages,* 
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The  reader  v^ill  fee  at  once  by  the  Confpedlus^  which  immc- 
diately  follows  the  introduction,  the  variety  and  importance  of 
this  collection.  Befides  copies  and  modern  engravings,  it  conr 
tains  Egyptian,  Gnoftic,  Perfepolitan,  Parthian,  Mithraic,  In. 
dian,  Arabian,  Perfian,  Greek,  and  Roman  gems,  which  tend 
to  illuftrate  every  thing  relative  to  mythology,  hiftory,  or 
fable. 

Mr.  Rafpe  has  filled  his  department  of  defcription  and  arranger 
menf  with  equal  care  and  ability;  and,  though  we  do  not  every 
where  agree  with  his  opinions,  yet  it  is  but  juftice  to  fay  that 
he  is  every  w’hcre  ingenious,  and  difplays  a  very  extenfiye  fund 
of  learning.  As  a  fpecimen  of  this  part  of  the  work,  we  (hall 
infert  his  defcription  of  No.  177,  together  vvith  ^e  obfervations 
which  accompany  it : 

% 

*  177]  Red  Jasper.  Stofeh. 

*  A  falcon  or  hawk  holding  a  ftaff  by  its  wings  extended,  before 
a  fquare  in  form  of  a  window,  or  rather  a  fquare  divided  in  chequers, 
containing  fixteen  fquares.  At  the  four  angles  are  four  globes ;  upon 
which,  as  upon  the  hieroglyph ical  fymbols  of  numbers  and  quan¬ 
tities,  I  muft  obferve  in  this  place,  that  Horapollo  throws  a  veryin^ 
ftruClive  light.  He  tells  us  that  a  ftraight  line,  with  another  tranf- 
verfe  at  the  top,  that  is  to  fay,  the  figure  of  the  Greek  gamma,  fig- 
nifies  the  tenth  number,  or  ten ;  and  that  the  fquare  is  the  fymbol  of 
the  arura.  or  the  Egyptian  arpent  of  ipo  perches ;  which  proves  at 
the  fame  time,  fo  as  to  leave  no  doubt,  that  10,  or  the  gamma  doubled 
or  fquared,  making  a  fquare,  ought  to  be  the  hieroglyphical  lymbol 
of  the  centenary  number  100. 

‘  I  fay  that  this  illuftration  of  Horapollo  is  very  inftruftive,  and  is 
truly  fo,  becaufe  it  proves,  ift,  that  the  Egyptian  hieroglyphics  had 
figures  appropriated  to  modifications  and  quantities ;  2d,  that  pro¬ 
bably  they  had  them  equally  for  the  inflexions;  and;  3d,  that  thefc 
figures  were  only  lines  differently  combined,  cbnfequently  linear^  and 
having  ‘no  refemblance  whatever  to  the  other  fymbols  cr  fetiches 
taken  from  art  or  nature.  *  So  that  the  Egyptian  hieroglyphics  appear 
ait  once  refined  and  perfeCl,  than  the  quipos  of  the  Mexicans, 

and  more  exp'^eflive  and  determined  than  a  number  of  learned  mo¬ 
derns  are  willing  to  admit. 

‘  Let  us  obferve  here,  that  the  fimple  gamma  is  frequently  found 
in  the  Egyptian  hieroglyphical  inferiptions ;  that’  it  is  often  found 

tripled  I II ,  and  when  fo  tripled  fignifies  30.  It  is  very  often  repeated 
three  times, -which  naturally  makes  90 ;  but  it  is  never  found,  and, 
by  the  nature  of  the  thing,  cannot  be  found  fo  repeated  oftener  than 
three  times :  for,  by  adding  10  to  9c,  you  haye  100,  or  a  quantity  to 
exprefs  which  the  fquare  was  employed. 

*  Let  us  fay  one  word  on  the  numeral  figures  ufed  all  over  Europe, 
and  which  we  are  pleafed  to  call  Arabic.  Jt  is  true  that  the  Arabians 
make  the  fame  ufe  of  them  which  we  do.  Probably  it  was  From* the 
Arabians  we  obtained  them;  but,  after  all,  it  would  be  very  .difficult 
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to  prove  the  origin  to  be  Arabian.  They  were  ufed  in*  Egypt  in  a 
very  remote  antiquity,  not  in  hieroglyphical  or  rymbolical  writing, 
of  which  we  are  here  fpeaking,  but  in  alphabetical  writing,  as  ap* 
pears  unanfwerably  by  the  inferiptions  on  the  fillets  of  the  mum¬ 
mies,  in  the  cabinets  of  the  library  of  St.  Genevieve,  at  Paris  and 
elfcwhcre,  of  which  the  Count  de  Caylus  has  publilhed  drawings. 
Vol.  1.  of  his  colleaion,  PI.  XXI.  Vol.  V.  PI.  XXVII.  of  which 
there  are  alfo  drawings  in  the  Memoirs  de  Trevoux,  June  1704,  and 
in  Montfaucon’s  Antiquities  Expl.  Vol.  II.  PI.  CXL.  and  in  the 
Suppl.  Vol.  II.  PI.  LIV.  Some  of  thefe  fillets  are  unqueftionably  al¬ 
manacs,  reprefenting  at  the  head  of  each  month  the  figure  or  fymbol 
of  God,  or  the  ftar  which  gave  it  its  name ;  and  as  we  know  the 
names  of  the  Egyptian  months,  they  naturally  throw  fome  light  upon 
the  obfeurity  of  the  ancient  fymbols  of  the  Egyptian  hieroglyphics. 
I  mention  them  here  becaufe  of  the  connexion  with  the  numerical 
figures  called  Arabian,  but  in  a  very  remote  antiquity  known  in 
Egypt,  and  employed  in  alphabetical  writing. 

‘  As  to  the  Egyptian  alphabet,  there  is  not  one  whom  I  know  who 
has  fludied  and  digefted  it  but  Mr.  Buttner,  formerly  profeffor  of 
Gottingen,  at  prefent  living  at  Weymar,  and  penfionary  of  the  Duke 
of  Saxe  Weymar,  who  renders  himfelf  eminent  among  modern 
princes,  and  honoured  by  having  a  court  compofed  of  men  of  letters.* 

Here  we  had  intended  to  flop ;  but  the  kiiowledge  and  tafte 
apparent  in  the  following  criticifin  induce  us  to  lay  it  before  the 
public.  It  will  ferve  as  an  ufeful  leflbn,  both  to  artifts  and  their 
employers,  not  to  darken  what  may  be  juftly,  called  the  fclencc 
of  gems^  by  the  introdu6lion  of  new  and  unmeaning  ^ 

*  •  5849]  '  '■  -  .  •  .  Scauuen,  Efq. 

'  *  A  young  Hercules  overcoming  a  tyger  chained  to  an  anchor. 
BVRCH.  INV''.  The  ancient  fables  make  no  mention  of  Hercules 
having  combated  a  tyger  ;  confequently  the  moft  natural  idea  which 
this  engraving  prefents  to  the  connoifieur  is,  that  the  artill  was  de- 
firous  of  expreifing  the  capture  of  the  tyger  at  anchor  in  a  port,  by 
another  Ihip  called  the  Hercules:"  '  ' 

‘  This,  however,  was  by  no  means  the  idea  of  Mr.  Dickenfon, 
who  caufed  this  engraving  to  be  executed,  as  well  as  the  two  pre¬ 
ceding  numbers,  to  exprefs,  in  an  emblematical  manner,  the  cha- 
rader  of  Julius  Cefar,  who  was  a  perfeft  mailer  of  his  paflions,  friendly 
to  the  opprefled,  and  magnanimous  to  his  conquered  enemies. 

*  We  ihali  not  enter  into  any  detail  on  the  bad  talle  of  thefe  fort  of 
modem  emblematical  reveries,  which  require  a  commentary  to  render 
them  intelligible. 

‘  Allegory,  mythology,  and  the  fymbols  of  antiquity,  are  a  kind 
of  writing  to  which  we  have  a  key  left  us  by  tradition,  and  which 
Ihould  either  be  ufed  in  the  arts  as  it  is,  or  not  at  all. 

‘  Let  the  poet  pleafe  himfelf  with  his  metaphors,  comparifons,  and 
other  fportsof  farxy,  as  he  thinks  proper;  they  will  always  be  undcr- 
Itood  by  the  connexion  of  his  ideas,  and  the  written  letter.  But  can  it 
the  fame  with  the  artifl  who  prefumes  to  be  the  creator  of  new 

Cl  4  fymbols. 
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{ymbolsi  without  having  the  means  of  the  poetical  licence  ?  At  hell, 
he  will  only  make  excellent  reprcfcntations  of  ihefe  new  fymbols ;  and 
if  he  docs  not  add  fomething  to  them  by  way  of  declaring  the  fen(c 
they  are  intended  to  convey,  he  will  have  made  inexplicable  enigmas, 
or  beautiful  bodies  without  fouls,  of  which  we  may  fay  with  the  fox 
in  Phaedrus, 

Billum  caput i  cerebrum  non  babet. 

*  Mr^  Burch,  and  other  modem  engravers  and  artifts,  are  too  often 
under  the  neceffity  of  following  the  caprice  and  ignorance  of  thofc 
who  have  only  money  to  fpend ;  and  who,  to  give  themfelvcs  the 
air  of  being  connoiffeurs,  generally  confult  nothing  but  compilations 
without  tafte,  which  are  to  be  found  in  every  bookfeller^s  (hop.  Such 
arc,  to  mention  only  mythology,  allegory,  and  fymbols,  the  Emblems 
of  Alciatus,  the  Compilations  of  Emanuel  Teflaro,  the  Hieroglyphics 
of  Pierio  Valeriano,  the  Iconologie  de  Ccfarc  Ripa,  and  a  moft  vo- 
luminous  and  expendve  compilation  publilhed  in  London  in  four  vo« 
lumes  folio  by  Kichardfon. 

♦  The  figures  of  the  preceding  engravings  are,  like  all  the  works  of 
Mr.  Burch,  of  a  clalfical  elegance,  as  well  with  regard  to  propor¬ 
tion,  as  in  the  detail  and  execution ;  for  what  few  engravers  have 
done,  or  can  do,  he  does,  by  beginning -the  figures  to  which  he  fets 
his  hand  with  anatomical  and  academical  ftudies  and  (ketches.- 

Befidcs  the  catalogue  and  fupplement,  the  publication  con¬ 
tains  A  Lift  of  the  Cabinets,  and  Names,  of  the  Poireflbrs;  a 
Lift  of  ancient  and  modern  Engravers;  an  Alphabetical  Lift  of 
the  inferiptions  on  the  Paftes  in  this  Colledlion ;  a  Reference 
from  the  Numbers  of  the  old  Catalogue  to  the  new;  and  a 
Poftfeript,  in  which  Mr.  Taflie  informs  the  public  that  ‘  fince 
‘  the  fupplement  to  this  deferiptive  catalogue  was  arranged  and 
f  printed,  the  colledion,  numerous  as  it  is,  has  already  received 
*  valuable  additions ;  and  Mr.  Taflie  flatters  himfelf  that  many 
f  fine  articles  will  ft  ill  be  communicated  to  hirn.*  The  poft- 
feript  likewife  contains  an  alphabetical  lift  of  the  portraits  which 
have  been  modelled  by  that  ingenious  artift,  who,  we  are  happy 
to  find,  ftill  carries  on  this  branch  of  his  profeflion,  in  which  he 
has  met  with  deferved  encouragement  and  applaufe. 

When  it  is  confidered  what  enormous  fums  are  given  for 
antique  gems,  and  that  Mr.  TaiEe’s  paftes  anfwer  every  elien- 
iial  purpofe  of  the  originals,  the  following  prices,  which  we  in- 
fert  from  the  publication  before  us,  muft  be  thought  extremely 
rcafonable ; 

‘PRICES. 

•  *  • 

f  For  Intaglio  Paftes,  the  fize  /.  d.  £.  d. 

of  feals  and  rings,  froni  o  1  6  to  o  2  6. 

A  beautiful  imitation  of  a  fine 
(lone  is  charged  more,  in 
proportion  to  its  perfedioiu 

•  ‘  ‘  for 


r 
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iglios,  according  jr.  s.  d.  £.  t.  d. 


10  the  colour  and  fize^  from  o  5 
for  Cameos,  according  to  fize 
and  perfedion,  from  -  o  10 
dffUquees  (that  is  to  fay ^  heads 
or  figures  glued  to  falfe 
grounds)  are  only  decep¬ 
tions,  unfafe  to  pfe  as  rings, 
bracelets,  &c.  unlefs  they 
are  fet  under  a  glafs,  being 
liable  to  fall  oft*  and  break, 
therefore  only  proper  as 
plcafing  ornaments  or  furr 
niture,  may  be  made  from  o  5 
For  Relievo  impreflions  in. 
white  enamel,  from  gems  o  1 

From  large  Gems  Bas  Relief, 
Portraits,  &c.  from .  -  o  j 

Impreflions  of  this  fize,  in 
high  relief,  are  charged  in 
proportion  to  the  difficulty, 
Impreflions  in  red  or  other 
coloured  fulphur,  with  neat 
gilt  borders,. feled  number  o  ( 
For  the  whole  polledion  -  o  1 


o  andupwards,accordingtoli2e* 


(  not  exceeding 

-  1  I 

*  t  meter. 


each. 

each. 


The  engravings  which  accompany  this  work  are,  in  genera!, 
neady  executed,  and  give  a  juft  enough  idea  of  the  gems  the# 
reprefent.  T'hat  it  might  be  more  extenfively  ufeful,  it  is 
printed  in  French  and  Englifti,  which,  though  it  enhance  the 
price,  yet,  from  various  good  reafons,  can  hardly  be  avoided  in 
publications  of  this  or  a  fimilar  kind.. _  _ 


Art.  II,  Experiments  and  Obfervations  on  different  Kinds  of  Air^ 
and  other  Branches  of  Natural  Philofophy  connected  with  the  Sub- 
i  jcd.  In  Three  Volumes 'y  being  the  former  Six  Volumes  abridged 
1  and  methodifed^  with  many  Additions.  By  Jofeph  Priejiley^ 
!  F^R.S.  8vo.  15s.  boards.  Johnfon.  London, 

I  ^790- 

QOPIES  of  the  former  fix  volumes  of  his  experiments  being 
longer  to  be  procured,  Dr.  Prieftley  has  been  induced 
^orevife  them,  and  arrange  tnc  materials  they  contain  in  a  more 
pmmodious  order.  He  has  not  here  executed  what  he  once 
pfojefted^  ^  the  hiftory  and  prefen  t  ft  ate  of  difeoveries  relating 


im 
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•  to  air/  (Preface  to  Vol.  I.  p.  20.)  He  has  fometimes  talcca 
(light  cognizance  of  the  contemporary  labours  of  other  philofo. 
phcrs,  and  fometimes  he  fcarce  notices  them. 

Experimental  philofophers,  it  is'well  known,  have  publlfiied 
their  difeoveries  under  two  very  diftbrent  forms ;  following,  in 
one  cafe,  the  order  of  time;  in  the  other,  the  connexion  cf  facis, 
{o  as  to^  bring  out  feme  general  conclufion  from  a  comparifon  of 
them.  Dr.  Prieftley  belongs  to  the  former  clafs  ;  and  therefore 
his  writings  cn  this  fubjeft  afTume  the  air  of  a  journal.  By  this 
means  he  has  tlie  advantage,  and  the  public  has  alfo  tlie  advan. 
tage,  of  fpeedy  publication.  In  confequence  of  this  free  and 
unreferved  communication,  other  philofophers  have  been  in- 
.duced  to  repeat  his  experiments  in  a  different  manner,  often 
with  greater  precifion,  and  fo  as  to  eftablifh  general  propuil 
tions.  It  is  in  confequence  of  this  plan,  which ’eventuallv  ap 
pears  jto  have  been  highly  beneficial,  that  Dr.  Prieftley  picfents 
himfelf  as  the  dtfeoverer  of  new  fa<2:s,  rather  than  as  tlis 
founder  of  chemical  doilrines  ;  which  latter  charadler,  ho\ve\cr, 
when  the  doctrines  are  well  founded,  mud  necelfarily  be  regarJiJ 
as  the  more  refpedlable  of  the  two.  Neverthelefs  it  mult  be  a!, 
lowed  that  Dr.  Prieffley  Hands  at  the  head  of  his  clafs,  and  th^t 
no  modern  author  has  contributed  a  larger  (hare  towards  die 
progrefs  of  fciencce. 

On  a  comparifon  of  this  with  the  preceding  edition,  we  have 
remarked  the  following  general  circumffanccs.  I'he  bulkii 
.diminiflted.  2300  pages  have  been  reduced  to  1506  ;  though, 
upon  the  w^hole,  the  latter  are  of  a  fmaller  type.  This  re 
trenchment,  confidering  the  unavoidable  repetitions  in  fuccelhvc 
publications  might  eaiily  be  made,  as  has  a6Iually  happened, 
without  the  lofs  of  any  valuable  matter,  at  leaft  of  that  which 
belonged  to  the  author,  for  we  cannot  but  regret  the  omilfioinU 
a  few  communications  of  which  the  appendixes  confifted.  1  he 
author  retains,  as  far  as  we  can  judge*  from  feveral  palfageswe 
have  compared,  the  fame  terms,  wherever  he  can; 

The  plates  are  the  fame  as  in  the  fix  volumes,  excepting  only 
the  omillion  of  two  or  three  figures,  efpecially  of  an  apparatus 
communicated  to  him  by  a  friend  for  the  purpofe  of  impregnat 
ing  water  with  fixed  air;  but  tbi^  oipilfion  need  not  be  re 
greeted.  The  apparatus  was  by  no  means  happily  imagined, 
and  never,  we  imagine,  came  into  much  ufe.  Several  finaller 
and  larger  additions  are  interfperfed  through  the  work.  Ihs 
•largeft  lingle  additions  feern  to  be  obfervations  on  name?, 
which  the  author  gives  his  rcafons  for  rejecting  the  French  m 
menclature  ;  obfervations  on  theory  at  the  end,  w  here  he  giv 
his  reafons  for  adhering  to  the  docHrine  of.phlogifton,  and 
jciling  the  dccompofuio;i  of  water;  two  opinions  wh  ich  le 
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jnfenaraWy  connected.  A  paper  from  the  Philofophical  Tranf- 
-Aions  is  added  to  the  former  experiments  on  rcfpiration : 
in  that  paper  the  author  thought  he  had  afccrtained  the  abforp- 
tion  of  jhlcgi/Hioted  air,  as  he  ftil!,  with  whatever  propriety, 
hoofes  to  denominate  this  elaftic  f.uid  ;  hut  he  afterwards  can¬ 
didly  relinqaifhed  this  idea  in  confequence  of  a  fuggeftion  from 
Or/Blagden,  that  the  phenomenon  depended  on  the  greatei- 
proportion  of  phlogifticated  air  in  that  which  remained  in  tlic 


ii 
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I  As  the  moft  agreeable  extract:  we  can  prefent  to  our  readers, 
nd  as  a  paflage  alfo  we  can  eafily  detach,  we  fhall  take  the  li- 
ertyof  quoting  part  of  his  obfervations  on  theory,  as  being  the 
jfult  of  his  lateft  and  moft  mature  deliberation  on  the  moft 
nportaat  points  of  chemiftry : 

«  According  to  Siahl,  phlogifton  Is  a  real  fubftance,  capable  of  be* 
r.g  transferred  from  one  body  to  another,  its  prtfence  or  abfenicc 
laldng  a  remarkable  difference  in  the  properties  of  bodies,  whether 
;add  to  their  weight  or  not.  Thus  he  concluded  that  oil  of  vitriol 
eprived  of  water,  and  united  to  phlogiflon,  becomes  f«ilphur,  and 
bat  the  calces  of  metals,  by  the  addition  of  the  fame  fubllance,  br- 
^  .-  me  metals.  1  he  air  that  has  fince  been  difeovered  in  the  calces  of 
Ifietals,  makes  no  great. difference  in  the  fyitem.  For  as  oil  of  vi- 
ilfiol  muft  part  with  its  water,  as  well  as  imbibe  phlogillon,  in  order 
Ho  its  becoming  fulphur,  fo  the  calx  mull  part  with  its  air,  as  well 
l|> imbibe  phlogillon,  in  order  to  become  a  metal. 

^  What  is  now  contended  for  ig,  that  in  the  oil  of  vitriol  changing 

ID  fulphur,  foniething  Is  IqJ,  and  nothing  and  alfo  that  a 

X  becomes  a  metal  by  the  lofs  of  air  only.  And  did  fafls  cor- 
pond  on  this  theory,  it  would  certainly  be  preferable  to  that  of 
ihl,  as  being  more  fimpk  \  there  being  one  principle  Icfs  to  take 
oour  account  in  explaining'  the  changes  of  bodies,  but  I  do  not 
ow  of  any  cafe  in  which  phlogillon  has  been  fuppofed  to  enter  int<i 
K)dy,  but  vvhere  there  is  rooni  to  fi’ppofe_that  fmtMng  does  enter 

‘  What  has  been  infilled  upon,  as  moll  favourable  to  the  exclufion 
phlogillon,  is  the  revival  of  mercury,  without  the  addition  of  anjr 
'er  fubllance,  from  tht  prscipitaie  per  Ji.  In  this  cafe  it  is  evident 
it  mere  bfat^  either  in  a  clofe  retort,  or  in  vaego,  is  fufficicni  to 
ive  the  metal.  And  as  what  is  expelled  from  this  calx  is  the  pureli 
phlogiilicated  air,  it  has  been  fiid  that  mercury  is  changed  into 
scalx  by  imbibing  pure  air,  and  therefore  bepomes  a  metal  again, 
rely  in  confequence  of  parting  with  that  air. 

‘  But  Mr.  Kirwan  explains  this  cafe  in  the  following  manner, 
kli  to  nie  appears  fatisfadory.  '1  he  metal,  when  expofed  to  a 
tarn  degree  of  heat,  in  contact  with  pure  air,  imbibes  indeed  the 
air,  and  nothing  elfe,  retaining  the  whole  of  its  own  phlogillon; 
tl>at  then  it  may  be  faid  to  contain  fi.xed  air,  whi’ch  is  compofed  of 
and  dephlogillicated  air;  and  that,  in  a  greater  degree  of 

heat. 
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kcat,  the  latter  is  expelled  while  the  former  is  retained  ;  fo  tl^at  thli 
calx  was  always  poffefled  of  phlogiilon  fufficient  for  its  own  revival. 

‘  But  that  mercury  may  be  deprived  of  its  phlogiilon,  fo  as  to  be 
incapable  of  becoming  running  mercury  again  by  mere  heat,  is  cr. 
dent  from  my  experiments  on  turbith  mlmraL  For  if  this  Tublta::. 
be  expofed  to  heat  in  a  very  clean  earthen  veffel,  the  vitriolic  ac’i 
fo  cffcdually  carries  away  its  phlogiilon,  that  a  great  proportion  cf 
it  is  left  a  mere  calx,  capable  of  bearing  any  degree  of  heat  withoat 
revival;  and  it  can  never  become  running  mercury  again,  but  bi 
being  heated  in  contadl  with  inflammable  air,  or  fome  other  fub. 
fiance  containing  phlogiilon.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  this  caV 
which  is  a  dark  red  fublla^cc,  fometimes  hard,  and  fomeiiicn 
powdery,  is  mercury  deprived  of  its  phlogiilon,  and  fomething  | 
enter  into  it  before  it  can  become  a  metal.  Confequently  the  cetali 
are  not  iimple  fubllances,  but  phlogiilon  always  enters  into  th:ir 
compofition.  This,  indeed,  is  evident  from  thofe  of  my  experimccs 
in  which  1  produce  any  of  the  metals  from  the  calces,  by  head:? 
them  in  inflammable  air,  which  is  imbibed  by  them. 

•  Monf.  Lavoifier,  and  many  who  follow  him,  are  of  opinio.)  1:44 
what  has  been  called  phlogiilon  is  nothing  more  than  one  of  thecoa. 
fiituent  parts  of  water,  the  other  being  the  principle  of  addlir,  isj 
this  do^lrine  of  the  compofition  and  decompofition  of  water,  has  bcsi 
made  the  bafis  of  an  entirely  new  fyllem  of  chemillry,  and  a  newik 
cf  terms  has  been  invented,  and  appropriated  to  it. 

•  It  mull  be  acknowledged,  that  fubllances  poflefiTed  of  ver)’  d::- 
ferent  properties  may,  as  1  have  faid,  be  compofed  of  the  fame  e  ^ 
xnents  in  Afferent  proportions,  and  different  modes  of  combinati 
It  cannot  therefore  be  faid  to  be  abfolutely  impofftble  but  that 
may  be  compofed  of  thefe  two  elements,  or  of  any  other ;  but  tnr. 
the  fuppofition  (hould  not  be  admitted  without  proojp ;  and  if  a  iy.:‘ 
theory  will  fufficiently  account  for  all  the  fa8sy  there  is  no  occ  1 1 
to  have  recourfe  to  a  new  one,  attended  with  no  peculiar  advantage. 

‘"Alfo,  that  phlogiilon  is  an  element  in  the  compofition  of  w  :-j 
is,  as  I  have  more  than  once  obferved,  not  improbable,  fince  B 
condufls  eleftricity  like  metals  and  charcoal,  into  which  thei  J 


principle  enters,  and  becaufe,  when  frclh  dillilled,  it  attrafts  der 
gillicated  air  from  the  atmofphere,  which  is  the  property  of  i 
bodies  containing  phlogiilon.  By  this  means  it  may,  in  facl,  c 
tain  both  the  principles,  of  which,  according  to  the  new  theory 
wholly  confills ;  and  in  what  degree  it  contains  them,  wc  cannot 
For  though  heat  may  expel  a  part  of  them  in  the  form  of  air, 
force  of  this  adion  may  be  limited,  fo  that  water  boiled  ever  fo!' 
may  retain  much  air,  which  only  a  fed  heat  will  difeover,  efpeci^ 
fo  intenfc  a  heat  as  elcftricity  is  known  to  communicate. 

U  no  argument  againll  the  dodrine  of  phlogiilon,  fince  it  only  p 
that  this  principle  is  contained  in.water,  more  or  lefs  intimately  c* 
bined,  as  well  ^s  in  many  other  fubllances.  This  may  ferve  as  a? 
neral  reply  to  the  conclufions  thnt  MelTrs.  Van  Trooltwyck  * 
Pieman  have  drawn  for  their  very  (Iriking  experiments  on  water, 
they  can  be  repeated  and  examined  with  the  attention  that  they  ^ 
tainly  deferve, 

*  fi.. 


PrieftleyV  Experiments  and  Ohjirvatim.  a5  J 

I  Finding  the  procefs  for  procuring  air  from  water,  by  means  of 
the  fpetrk,  a  very  flow  one,  and  liable  to  many  accidents,  I 
jiad  rccourfc  to  a  well-glazed  hot  earthen  tuhe^  and  then  to  a  hurnimg 
j«>rw,  throwing  the  locus  upon  a  piece  of  crucible  covered  with 
water/  In  all  thefe  three  methods  I  procured  air ;  but  thinking  to 
prffcn*e  them  till  I  got  a  quantity  fufficient  for  a  few  explofions,  ia 
^cr  to  fee  whether  any  add  would  be  the  refult,  I  found  they  were 
all  cither  completely,  or  very  nearly,  abforbed  by  the  water,  even 
P water  fufficiently  faturated  with  air,  fo  that  it  would  not  imbibe  either 
l^pjilogifticated  or  inflammable  air.  Confequently  fomething  was 
li  anting  to  conftitute  this  produce  permanent  air.  In  this  view 

liae  experiment  is  extremely  curious,  rfind  well  deferves  to  be  profc- 
iciited.  If  1  a  good  fun  in  the  courfe  of  the  approaching  fummcr# 
|l  (hall  not  fall  to  attend  to  it.* 

I  The  purchafers  of  the  former  edition  can  hardly  complain, 
e  the  author,  in  the  preface  to  his  firft  volume,  gave  iK>ticc 
lis  intention  to  do  fomething  of  this  fort.  To  others,  this 
I  prove  a  very  welcome  publication.  They  wdll  find  in  it  a 
:  mafs  of  fads,  the  feminal  principles  of  many  paft  and  many 
ire  difeoveries  arranged  in  a  more  perfpiciious  order.  Per- 
s  thofe  who  are  curious  to  trace  the  evolution  of  knowledge 
this  fpecies  from  the  firft  fprout  to  the  juft  and  regularly  un¬ 
led  branch,  may  ftill  continue  to  give  the  preference  to  thefe 
^rlments  and  obfervations  in  their  original  form.  At  all 
nts  we  beg  leave  to  fuggeft  to  Dr.  Prieftley,  whether  it 
u!d  not  be  equitable  to  print  feparately,  for  the  ufe  of  thofe 
chafers,  all  the  additions  that  can  readily  be  detached;  fuch 
the  paper  in  the  laft  volume  of  the  Philofophical  TranfaAions; 
obfervations  on  theory,  &c.  A  fixpenny  or  fliilJing  pamphlet 
uld  comprehend  all  that  could  be  wiftied ;  and  Ihould  this 
it  reach  Dr.  Prieftley,  or  his  publilher,  it  feems  fo  reafonable 
t  it  can  fcarce  be  rejefted.. 

It  may  be  proper  to  inform  our  readers  that  the  author  ftill 
^  in  contemplation  another  and  a  more  extended  publication 
air,  in  which  his  own  experiments  will  be  comprehended. 
Ws  will  be  that  generd  hiftory  announced  ia  the  beginning  of 
labours.  From  a  writer  of  lefs  induftry  we  ftiould  fcarce 
the  accomplifliment  of  fo  vaft  a  defign.  Perhaps  it  would 
more  for  the  benefit  of  the  fcience  if  this  induftry  were  ex- 
■ed  in  the  continuation  of  his  own  inveftigations.  Certainly 
wifli  can  hardly  be  conceived  than  that  he  fliouJd  long 
to  move  onw^ds  at  the  fame  pace  in  the  fame  career.. 
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Art.  III.  Tlje  Bruce  \  or^  The  Hi/lory  of  Rolert  /,  Kin^  -^ 
Scotland.  Written  in  Scottijh  Vcrfe  by  John  Barbour.  The  Firji 
genuine  Edition^  publijhed  from  a  Manufcript.  dated  1489; 
Notes  and  a  Glojjary  by  f.  Pinkerton.  Small  8vo.  3  vols, 
los.  6d.  boards*  NicoL  London,  1 790. 

l.’': 

T  T  has  been  remarked  that^  in  all  countries,  poetical  compo,  " 
^  fitions  have  preceded  thofe  in  profe.  To  perfons,  therefore 
who  are  defirous  of  inveftigating  the  cuftoms,  manners,  arj 
charadlcr  of  early  periods,  the  publication '  of  ancient*  poct^ 
muft  be  interefting  and  defirable  ;  and  though  the  man  of  tailH 
may  not  be  highly  entertained  with  the  rude  exertions  of  tnep 
infant  mufe,  yet  even  he  will  Ibmetimes  find  that  he  has  liotl 
mifpent  his  time. 

7'he  poem  now  before  us  was  written  by  John  Barbour, 
Archdeacon  of  Aberdeen,  in  1375;  and,  if  we  except  fome 
exaggerations  and  fiftitious  incidents,  is  a  real  hiltory  a 
King  Robert,  called  The  Bruce^  as  appears  by  the  concur, 
rence  of  the  beft  hiftorians,  and  particularly 'by  the  attentio! 
paid  to  it  by  the  accurate  Lord  Hailes,  in  his  Annals  of  Scot.^ 
land.  Indeed,  this  is  its  chief  merit  j  for,  as  a  poem,  it  b 
hardly  any  claim  to  attention.  It  is  a  plain,  and  often  dullnar-L 
ration,  not  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  profe  by  any  of  the  art* 
;butes  of  poetry;  except  rhyme  be  admitted  as  a  diftinSaiH 
mark.  H 

As  a  fpecimen  of  the  meafure,  orthography^  and  general  rre® 
lit  of  the  work,  we  fhall  prefent  our  readers  with  the 
King  Robert  to  his  army  before  the  battle  of  Bannockburn; 

•  Quhen  the  king  had  hard  fa  manlily  ® 

Thai  fpak  to  fecthing,  and  fa  hardely,  K 

In  haft  gret  glaidfchaip  gan  he  ta.  H 

And  faid,  *  Lordings,  fen  ye  will  fua,  E 

•  Schaip  we  us  tharfor  in  the  mornyng, 

•  Swa  that  we,  be  the  fone  ryfing,  .  W 

•  HafF  herd  mefs  ;  and  bufkyt  weill  ra 

•  Ilk  man  in  till  hys  awn  efchell,  H 

•  Without  the  pailyownys,  arayit  ^ 

•  In  bataillis,  with  baners  difplayit.*  B 

•  And  luk  ye  na  wyfs  brek  aray.  p  | 

•  And,  as  ye  luff  me,  I  yow  pray  1 1 

•  That  ilk  man  for  hys  awne  honour  '  |  f 

•  Purway  hym  a  gud  baneour.  f  i 

•  And,. quhen  it  cumys  to  the  fycht, 

•  Ilk  man  fet  hart,  will,  and  mycht,  [I 

•  To  llynt  our  fay  is’  mekill  prid.  i  I 

•  On  horls  thai  will  arayit  rid  ;  j| 


» 
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The  Bruce^ 


«  And  cum  on  yow  in  full  gret  hy. 

*  Mete  thaim  with  fpers  hardely. 

*  And  think  than  on  the  mekill  ill, 

*  That  thai  and  thairs  has  done  us  till ; 

«  And  ar  in  will  yeit  for  to  do,  • 

^  GifF  thai  hafs  mycht  to  cum  tharto. 

*  And  certs  me  think  weill  that  ye 
«  Forowt  abayfing  aucht  to  be 

<  Worthy,  and  oft*  gret.waffelags. 

*  For  we  haifF  thre  gret  awantags. 

‘  The  fyrft  is,  that  we  haifF  the  rycht ; 

<  And  for  the  rycht  ay  God  will  fycht. 

<  The  tothyr  is,  that  thai  cummyn  ar, 

^  For  lyppynnyng  oft*  thair  gret  powar, 

*  To  fek  us  in  our  awne  land  ; 

«  And  has  broucht  her,  rycht  till  our  hand, 

‘  Ryches  into  fa  gret  quantile,  , 

«  That  the  powered  oft'  yow  fall  be 

*  Bath  ryche,  and  mychty  tharwithall, 

‘  Gift  that  we  wyne,  as  weill  may  fall. 

*  The  thred  is,  that  we  for  our  ly  vys, 

<  And  for  our  childre,  and  for  our  wywis, 

*  And  for  our  fredomc,  and  for  our  land, 

*  As  ftrcnycit  into  bataill  ftand. 

‘  And  thai,  for  lhair  mycht  anerly, 

*  And  for  thai  lat  off  us  leychtly, 

*  And  for  thai  wald  deftroy  us  all, 

‘  Maifs  thaim  to  fycht:  bot  yeit  may  fall 
‘  That  thai  fall  rew  thalr  barganyng. 

*  And  certs  I  warne  yow  ofF  a  thirip^ 

•  *  That  happy n  thaim,  as  God  forced 
‘  That  deyt  on  roid  for  mankyn  heid ! 

*  I'hat  thai  wyn  us  opynly, 

*  Thai  fall  off  us  haf  na  mercy. 

*  And,  fen  we  knaw  thalr  feloun  will,  — 

*  Methink  it  fuld  accord  to  (kill, 

*  To  fet  ftoutnes  agayne  felony; 

'  And  mak  fa  gat  a  juperty. 

*  Quharfor  I  yow  requer,  and  pray, 

*  That  with  all  your  mycht,  that  you  may, 

*  Y  e  prefs  yow  at  the  beguining, 

*  Bot  cowardyfs  or  abayfing, 

*  To  mete  thaim  at  thair  fyrft  aflemblc 

*  Sa  ftoutly  that  the  henmaift  tremble, 

‘  And  menys  off  your  gret  manheid, 

‘  Your  worfchip,  and  your  douchty  deld ; 

*  And  off  the  joy  that  we  abid, 

'  GifF  that  us  fall,  as  weill  may  tid, 

*  Hap  to  wencufs  this  gret  bataill, 

‘  la  your  handys  without  faylc 


hrtttf* 

•  Ye  ber  honour,  price,  and  riches; 

•  Fredome,  welth,  and  blythnes; 

•  Giff  yc  contcne  ye  manlily. 

•  And  the  contrar  all  halyly 

•  Sal!  fall,  giff  ye  lat  cowardyfi 

•  And  wykkytnes  yow  fupprifs. 

•  Ye  mycht  haf  lewyt  into  threldome; 

•  Bot,  tor  ye  yarnyt  till  haff  fredojnc> 

•  Ye  ar  affemblyt  her  with  me.* 

•  Tharfor  is  nedfull  that  ye  be 

•  Worthy  and  wycht,  but  abayfing; 

•  And  I  warne  yow  weill  off  a  thing; 

•  That  mar  meyfcheiff  may  fall  us  nane^ 

•  Than  in  thair  handys  to  be  tane : 

•  For  thai  fuld  flaw  us  I  wate  wcill 

•  •  Rycht  as  thai  did  my  brothyr  Nele 

•  Bot  quhen  I  mene  off  your  floutnes^ 

«  And  off  the  mony  gret  prowcs, 

«  That  ye  haf  doyne  fa  worthcly  ;  . 

•  1  traifl,  and  trowis  fekyrly, 

•  To  have  plane  widtour  in  this  fycht; 

•  For  thouch  our  fayis  haff  mekill  mycht^ 

•  Thai  haf  the  wrang,  and  fuccudry, 

•  And  cowartyfs  of  lenyowry, 

•  Amowys  thaim  forowtyn  mon 

•  Na  us  thar  dreid  thaim,  bot  befor; 

•  For  ftrenth  off  this  place,  as  ye  fe, 

‘  Sail  let  us  enweronyt  to  be. 

•  And  I  pray  yow  als  fpecially, 

•  Bath  mar  and  les  commonaiy, 

«  That  nane  off  yow  for  gredynes 

•  Haff  ey  to  tak  off  thair  ryches : 

•  Na  prifoners  for  to  ta  ; 

•  Quhill  ye  fe  thaim  contrcryt  fa^ 

•  That  the  feld  anerly  yowrs  be. 

«  And  than,  at  your  liking,  may  yd 

•  Tak  all  the  ryches  that  thar  is. 

•  Giff  ye  will  wyrk  apon  this  wyfs^ 

•  Yc  fall  haiff  widlour  fekyrly. 

•  I  wate  not  quhat  mar  fay  fall  I. 

•  Bot  all  wate  ye  quhat  honour  is; 

•  Contene  thaim  on  lie  awifs, 

•  That  your  honour  ay  favyt  be. 

•  And  Ik  hycht  her  in  leautc, 

•  Giff  ony  deys  in  this  bataillc, 

•  Hys  ayr,  but  ward,  releff,  or  taile, 

•  On  the  fyrft  day  fall  weld  ; 

•  All  be  he  neuir  fa  young  off  eld. 

•  Now  makys  yow  redy  tor  to  fycht. 

•  Cod  help  us,  that  is  maid  off  mycht ! 
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Travels  through  Barbarj* 

«  I  rede  armyt  all  nycht  that  we  be, 

<  Purw^yit  in  bataill  fwa,  that  we 

•  To  mete  our  fayJs  ay  be  bonne/ 

Than  anfueryt  thai  all,  with  a  founc, 

•  As  yc  dewifs  all  fail  be  done/ 

The  editor  has  prefixed  to  this  work  a  preface,  giving  a  fliort 
account  of  the  early  poetrv  of  Europe,  and  informing  the  reader 
of  the  little  that  can  now  be  found  refpefting  the  life  of  the  au¬ 
thor.  Mr.  Pinkerton’s  notes  are  often  inftrudliv^e  on  various 
fubjefts.  The  gloflary  which  he  has  fubjoined  will  be  found 
hit^hly  ufcful  to  thofe  who  choofe  to  ftudy  minutely  the  language 
of^Barbour*  Though  we  muft  obferve  that  many  words,  which 
will  puzzle  the  reader,  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  gloflary,  and 
\  tme  that  appear  there  are  not  explained.  We  were  furprifed 
to  fee  amongft  the  latter  ‘  awhlajltrs^  which  evidently  comes 
from  the  French  arbalatrier^  and  ngnifies  crofs-bow  men.  . 

It  may  be  neceflfary  before  we  have  done  to  fay,  that  the  pre- 
fent  work  is  printed  from  a  tranfeript  taken  literatim  from  a  ma- 
nufeript  written  in  1489,  now  in  the  Advocate’s  library  at 
Edinburgh.  The  vignettes  to  each  volume  are  neatly  executed. 
The  editor  fhews  a  ftrong  partiality  to  Barbour  when  he  pre- 
iim  his  ‘  Bruce  to  the  early  exertions  of  even  the  Italian  mule, 
to  the  melancholy  fublimity  of  Dante,  and  the  amorous  quaint- 
nefs  of  Petrarca.*  We  are  afraid  he  will  find  the  public  of  a 
fferent  opinion. 


IRT.  IV .  Travels  through  Barbary ;  in  a  Series  of  Letters  written 
from  the  ancient  Numidia^  in  the  Tears  1785  and  1786,  and  con^ 
taimng  an  Account  of  the  Moors  and  Bedouin  Arabs^  Tranjlated 
from  the  French  of  the  Abbe  Poiret.  l2mo.  2S.  6d.  fewed. 
Forfler.  London,  1791.-  . . —  - 

I  - 

HESE  letters  are  interefling,  and  contain  the  bell  and 
fullcft  account  we  ever  remember  to  have  feen  of-  the  Be- 
^uin,  or  wandering  Arabs ;  a  people  hitherto  very  little  known, 
they  evidently  fhevy  that  the  author  is  a  man  of  an  enlightened 
id  cultivated  underftanding,  though  his  ftyle,  in  fome  places, 
pears  to  be  rather  too  declamatory.  We  muft  obferve  alfo,.that 
jfometimes  dwells  too  long  upon  trilling  objefts,  and  defeends 
la  minutenefs  of  defeription  which  may  ofFend  thofe  who  are 
pd  of  brevity  and  concifenefs.  .  He  is,  however,  always  ani- 
M,  and  keeps  the  reader’s  attention  continually  alive  by 
liinent  refledtions,  and  iufl  obfervations  on  mankind  and  > 
pners.  , 

MV.  VOL.  XVII.  APRIL  1791.  The 
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Traveh  through  Barbary » 

•  % 

The  Abbe'S  principal  view  in  vifiting  this  inhofpltable’regioj^ 
of  Africa  was,  to  enrich  the  fcience  of  botany  by  the  difcovcrv 
of  new  plants  ;  and  the  greater  part  of  his  letters  are  addreffed 
to  Dr.  Forefticr,  who,  we  are  told,  allifted  him  in  the  profecu- 
tion  of  that  ftudy.  In  purfuing  his  favourite  objedf,  our  au¬ 
thor  feems  heithef  to  have  been  intimidated  by  dangers,  nor 
difeouraged  by  difficulties;  for  though  Barbary,  at  the  tirre 
when  he  vifited  it,  was  infelled  by  that  cruel  fcourge  the 
plague;  and  though  he  was  every  moment  expofed  to  the  in- 
fults  of  the  ferocious  Arabs,  who  mortally  hate  the  Chriftians, 
and  think  it  a  glorious  action  to  butcher  an  European ;  he  boldly 
penetrated  into  the  country ;  and  freely  mixed  and  converfej 
>Vith  the  inhabitants,  in  order  to  acquire  a  thorough  knowled&c 
of  their  mannexs  and  cuftoms.  I'he  following  extraft  from  his 
tirft  letter,  which  is  dated  La  Calle,  May  12th,  1785,  will  ferve 
to  convey  Ibme  idea  of  his  lituation  at  the  time  of  his  arrival : 

*  For  fomc  days  I  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  ancient  Numidia, 
where  I  arrived  under  the  moft  unlucky  aufpices.  The  plague  has 
ravaged  this  country  for  more  than  two  years,  and  the  negligence  cf 
the  inhabitants  propagates  it, from  one  tribe  to  another.  Befides  this 
cruel  fcourge,  the  Arabs  and  Moors  have  been  paitited  to  me  as  the 
moft  inhuman  and  ferocious  beings  in  nature,  hating  the  Chriftians, 
both  from  a  principle  of  religion,  and  from  the  prejudice  of  edo  ' 
cation.  It  is  a  triumph  and  a  meritorious  action  to  an  Arab  to  {bed 
the  blood  of  an  European.  They  do  not  even  fpare  one  another; 
and  it  is  very  rare  that  one  nation  is  not  at  war  with  their  neighboun, 
and  that  a  dcfencclefs  Arab  is  fafe  among  his  equals  at  the  dillanceof 
a  few  leagues  from  his  tent.  The  little  that  1  have  already  feen  has 
confirmed  the  truth  of  this  account.  La  Calk,  the  principal  fadlcri' 
of  the  Royal  African  Company,  has  Ihut  its  gates,  and  barricaded 
itfcif,  to  avoid  all  intercourfc  with  the  Moors  without,  who  arc  in¬ 
fected  with  the  plague.  The  latter,  irritited  and  jealous  of  feeing 
the  Chriftians  efcape  a  dlftcmper  which  humbles  the  Muffulman,  be- 
caufe  he  confiders  it  as  a  punifhment  inflided  by  Heaven,  do  cverjr 
thing  in  their  power  to  communicate  the  infedion  to  us-  They  codc 
and  inter  their  putrid  dead  bodies  clofe  under  the  palifades  of  ti»e 
fadlory,  and  throw  over  the  walls  rags  dipped  in  their  pellilential 
ulcers.  The  nation  from  whom  we  fuffer  moft  is  that  of  the  h'adih 

.  our  neighbours,  and  our  moft  cruel  enemies.  They  are  not  con¬ 
tented  with  laying  fecret  fnares  for  us;  they  attack  us  by  open  forct«l 
Not  long  ago  they  carried  off  near  two  hundred  oxen  from  the 
4  which  we  are  obliged  to  conduft  every  day  to  the  paftures  in  the  neig* 
bourhood,  and  which  arc  kept  for  fupplying  La  Calle  with  proriJ 
fions.  A  little  before,  they  let  fire  to  our  palifades  in  the  n’g^ 
time.  They  often  come  and  conceal  themfclvcs  near  them,  and  km 
upon  the  firft  Chriftian  whom  they  fee.  I 

•  Thcfc  circumftances  are  alarming,  efpecially  for  me^who  have® 
delire  of  traverfing  the  country.  However,  1  arm  myfch 
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patience;  and  I  hope  that  by  gradually  putting  myfelf  into  a  condi¬ 
tion  of  avoiding  the  contagion,  and  of  travellinglwith  fafety,  1  may 
hazard  a  few  excurfions.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  nations  who  bring 
their  grain  to  La  Calle,  and  who  keep  up  an  intcrcourfe  with  the 
Europeans,  ought  to  be  a  little  more  tractable.  In  my  account  of 
this  country  I  lhall  begin  with  them  ;  but  I^onfefs  that  the  appear¬ 
ance  and  drefs  of  all  thefe  Arabs  fill  me  with  terror.  Notwithltand- 
ing  this,  I  muft  accuftom  myfelf  to  them,  for  I  do  not  intend  to  flop 
here,  on  a  barren  rock,  where  three  hundred  men,  Corficans  and  pro- 
vinciak,  labour  to  enrich  a  few  French  merchants.* 

La  Calle  is  fituated  at  the  diftance  of  thirty-fix  leagues  eaft 
from  Tunis,  and  is  built  on  a  barren  rock  of  very  fmall  extent. 
It  is  the  principal  faftory  belonging  to  the  French  Royal  African 
Company,  and  is  under  the  direftion  of  an  agent,  who  has  the 
title  of  governor,  and  fifteen,  fubaltern  ofijeers.  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  are  between  three  and  four  hundred,  the  greater  part  Cor¬ 
ficans  or  provincials.  Some  of  them  are  entrufted  with  the  care 
of  the  coral  filhery;  while  others,  with  the  title  of  foldiers, 
cfcort  a  herd  of  cattle  to  the  paftures  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Except  ftoreboufes,  tire  governor's  apartments,  and  thofc  of  the 
I  principal. officers,  all  the  buildings  here  are  only  a  kind  of  bar- 
S  racks,  one  ftory  high.  La  Calle  is  defended  on  three  fides  by 
I  thc’fca,  and  on  the  land  fide  is  fecured  by  a  wall,  fiifficient  to 
I  proteft  it  from  the  infults  of  the  Moors,  who  have  no  other  ar- 
i  tillery  but  their  fufees.  ^  The  harbour  is  commanded  by  about 
*  fifteen  pieces  of  cannon  ;  it  is  .neither  deep  nor  of  great  extent, 

^  and  is  fometimes  exceedingly  dangerous ;  becaufe  when  certain 
winds  blow  they  occafion  fuch  a  fwell,  that  the  waves  are  dalhed 
againft  the  ftiore  with  prodigious  violence.  The  principal  ob  • 
of  commerce  here  is  the  coral  fifliery,  which  formerly  was 
very  profitable  ;  but  it  has  decreafed  much  of  late  years,  and  is 
;  fo  much  reduced  at  prefent,  that  the  company  depend  entirely 
i  upon  the  trade  they  carry  on  in  corn  and  wool ;  to  which  they 
I  add  that  of  hides  and  wax,  though  they  gain  very  little  by  the 
two  laft  articles. 

The  defeription  which  the  Abbe  gives  of  the  manner  of  tra- 
I  veiling  in  this  country  is  far  from  being  inviting  :  ' 

!  ^  The  ,only  method  of  travelling  commodioufly  in  Barbary  is  to 
!  luivc  a  tent  to  one's  felf,  and  to  lay  in  a  fufficiency  of  provifions ;  but 
;  fometimes  this  precaution  is  impoffible.  In  fuch  a  cafe  you  miift  be 
contented  to  put  up  with  the  tents  of  the  Moors,  dirty  and  difgulling 
they  arc;  but,  above  all,  you  muft  accuftom  yourfeif  to  their 
unpalatable  food.  How  often  muft  you  depart  in  the  morning 
Without  knowing  where  you  will  arrive  in  the  evening !  How  oft, 
^lofing  yourfeif  in  thefe  deferts,  muft  you  fearch  out  your  way  amid  ft 
^orny  brakes,  thick  forefts,  fteep  rocks,  and  burning  fands ;  fome- 
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times  Hopped  by  a  river,  which  you  muft  wade  through ;  by  a  lake 
which  you  muft  walk  round  ;  or  by  a  marfh,  which  you  cannot  crofs 
without  danger ;  fometimes  fcorched  by  the  fun,  or  drenched  by  the 
rain;  and  at  others  dying  with  third,  without  being  able  to  find  the 
fmalletl  fpring  to  quench  it !  If  you  carry  no  provifions  with  you 
it  will  be  impoflible  for  you  to  take  any  refreftiment  before  night. 
This  is  the  only  time  at  which  the  N'ioors  make  a  regular  repall,  or 
can  offer  any  food  to  a  ftranger.  But  when  night  arrives,  that  period 
of  repofe  for  the  traveller  in  Europe,  it  is  not  fo  for  the  African  tra. 
veller.  He  muft  then  choofe  out  a  dry  fituation,  and  well  fheltercd, 
to  ere£t  his  tent ;  he  mull  unfaddle  his  horfes,  unload  his  mules,  cut 
wood,  light  fires,  and  take  every  precaution  that  prudence  diftates, 
to  defend  himfclf  againft  ferocious  animals  and  robbers.  It  is  fafeft 
to  encamp  not  far  from  the  tents  of  the  Arabs,  when  one  can  find 
them.  Ihey  furnifli  many  fuccours  when  they  arc  traftable;  and 
they  are  always  fo  when  they  fee  one  with  a  fufficient  guard. 

•  It  is  on  the  bare  ground,  or  at  moft  covered  with  a  mat,  that 
the  Moors  repofe ;  and  it  is  thus  that  the  traveller  muft  refolve  lo 
pafs  the, night,  unlefs  he  be  provided  with  a  mattrefs,  which,  how. 
ever,  he  muft  renounce  when  he  meets  with  much  rain.  Bcfidcs, 
as  all  luggage  is  incommodious,  it  will  be  better  to  adopt  at  firit 
the  cuftom  of  tKc  Moors,  to  which  one  muft  come,  cither  foon  or 
late.* 

As  another  fpecimen  of  this  amufing  little  work,  wc  (hall  lay 
before  our  readers  the  author’s  account  of  his  interview  with 
Ali-Bey,  an  Arab  chief,  whofe  fubjeft^,  confifting  of  various 
tribes,  inhabit  the  country  of  Mazoule,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
X^a  ^^alle. 

«  When  I  arrived  at  AH-Bey’s  habitation,’  continues  the  Abbe, 
after  having  rendered  my  journey  thrice  as  tedious  as  it  might  have 
been,  by  paffmg  through  a  number  of  by-roads,  I  found  him  feated 
on  the  ground,  at  the  entrance  of  his  tent.  A  bundle  of  llraw  ferved 
him  for  a  throne,  and  nothing  diftinguifhed  him  from  his  fubjefts, 
who  appeared  before  him  bare-footed,  but  his  drefs,  which  wasi 
little  finer,  and  that  he  wore  (hoes.  When,  informed  who  I  was,  he 
advanced  to  meet  me,  firetched  out  his  hand  as  a  token  of  friend- 
fhip,  and  received  me  with  much  affability.  I  informed  him,  by 
means  of  my  interpreter,  that  having  heard  a  very  favourable  cha- 
rafter  of  him,  I  had  come  to  folicit  his  proteftion,  and  permiflionto 
traverfe  his  dominions,  begging  him  to  grant  me  every  neccffiry  fc- 
curity  for  that  purpofe.  The  prince  made  a  very  polite  anfvvcrto 
xny  compliment  and  requeft,  aifuring  me  that  the  Chrtftiam  wrthli 
'  goo{i  friends ;  that  they  might  always  command  every  thing  in  hi$ 
power ;  and  that  he  was  extremely  forry  that  the  plague  had  pre¬ 
vented  them  from  vifiting  him  fo  often  as  he  wifhed.  He  then  con- 
dufted  me  to  a  tent  near  his  own,  where  we  converfed  fome  time  ci 
his  connexion  with  La  Calle,  the  defire  which  he  had  of  promotirj 
its  commerce^  and  upon  various  other  topics  that  engaged 

attention* 
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attention*  He  accompanied  me  into  the  different  tents  of  that  Douare, 
which  I  wifhed  to  fee ;  and  a  report  being  fpread  that  I  was  the  Papas 
of  La  Calle,  I  received  the  compliments  of  all  the  Moorijh  Papas,  Who 
treated  me  as  one  of  their  brethren. 

<  In  the  evening  Ali-Bcy  fent  me  fome  courcoufon,  and,  after  I  had 

fapped,  he  came  and  pafled  an  hour  in  my  tent,  and  very  obligingly 
afleed  me  if  I  flood  in  need  of  any  thing.  Our  converfation  happen¬ 
ing  to  turn  upon  the  Spaniards,  who  were  expeded  to  come  and 
bombard  the  city  of  Bonne,  I  entertained  him  with  an  account  of  the. 
fctilement  of  the  Europeans  in  the  new  world,  of’ the  manner  in 
which  they  were  conquered,  and  of  the  immenfe  riches  pofleffed  there 
by  the  Spaniards.  .  He  appeared  to  be  very  much  interelled  in  my 
relation;  and  he  afked  me  a  thoufand  queflions,  which  ann  .unced 
his  admiration  and  furprife  at  what  he  heard.  More  than  an  hundred 
Moors,  feated  in  a  circle  around  us,  liftened  to  us  with  attention,  and 
we  did  not  feparate  till  towards  midnight.  The  Moors  fup  and  re¬ 
tire  to  reft  at  a  very  late  hour.  Ali-Bey  ordered  a  little  clean  ftraw 
to  be  brought  me,  upon  which  I  ftretched  my  wearied  limbs ;  but  the 
cxcelTive  heat  prevented  me  from  enjoying  reft.  B.fides  this,  the 
continual  barking  of  dogs,  the  lowing  of  the  herds,  the  neighing  of 
horfes,  and  the  fongs  or  the  Moors  which  are  far  from  being  agree¬ 
able  to  the  ear,  drove  fleep  from  my  eyc-lids  during  the  whole 
night.  »  , 

<  We  ftarted  very  early  in  the  morning,  and  were  foon  furrounded 
by  a  crowd  of  Moors,  who  ftretched  out  their  arms  that  we  might 
feel  their  pulfe*,  and  requefted  that  we  would  bleed  them.  It  is  a 
kind  of  madnefs  among  thefe  people  to  im  agine  themfelves  fick,  when 
they  know  that  one  is  a  phyfician ;  as  they  have  the  greateft  con¬ 
fidence  in  letting  blood,  we  were  obliged  to  gratify  fome  of  them ; 
we  therefore  went  through  all  the  tents  with  the  lancet  .in  our  hand, 
and  the  crowd  became  fo  great,  that  I  apprehended  1  Ihould  be  forced 
to  perform  that  operation,  the  furgeon  having  told  them  in  joke  that 
I  was  as  fkilful  as  he.  I  had  like  to  have  experienced  the  fate  of 
Sganarelle;  but  Ali-Bey,  to  whom  I  had  recourfe,  delivered  me 
from  the  importunities  of  thefe  hypochondriacs.  The  women  (hewed 
Ihc  fame  defire  as  the  men.  We  found  them  fquatting  in  a  corner  of 

i  their  tents,  employed  in  the  management  of  their  family  affairs ; 

‘  and,  by  figns  which  are  readily  underftood  in  any  country,  it  appeared 
to  me  that  they  were  as  fond  of  us  as  of  their  hufbands ;  but  we  were 
far  from  entertaining  the  fentiments  with  which  they  wiftied  to  in- 
fpirc  us,  I  never  beheld’  more  difgufting  figures ;  they  were  almoft 
all  infe£led  with,  the  itch ;  they  had  a  noxious  fmcll,  and  their, ragged 
clothes  were  entirely  covered  with  filth. 

*  All- Bey’s  authority  over  his  fubjefls  is  unlimited.  His  will  is  a 
law;  whatever  he  commands  is  executed;  and  he  may  gratify  his 
cruelty,  his. injuftice,  and  his  inhumanity,  without  fear  of  punifhment. 


*  I  forgot  to  mention  that  I  was  accompanied  by  the  furgeon-major 
La  Calle. 
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The  viflim  .whom  he  facrifices  expires  without  an  avenger ;  and  thofe 
who  are  mod  bound  to  protedi  hiin>  are  the  fird  to  kil's^  in  the  mofl 
abje^  manner,  the  bloody  hands  of  their  defpot.  I,  however,  found 
Ali-Bcy  lefs  ferocious  than  the  red  of  the  Arabs.  His  reign,  which 
has  been  only  a  year,  has  not  yet  been  fullied  by  any  crime.  He  is 
not  fo  didblute  as  his  brother  El-Bey,  who  was  on  the  throne  before 
him.  He  is  firmly  attached  to  the  Mahometan  reli^on,  the  precepts 
of  which  he  faithfully  ohferves  ;  and  he  pun  idles,  with  the  utmoft  fe. 
verity,  whoever  dares  to  tranfgrefs  the  law  of  the  Prophet.  He  is 
grave  in  his  deportment;  hh  figure  is  handfome,  his  gait  dow  and 
formal,  and  his  countenance  is  noble,  and  marked  with  dignity.  He 
has  good  natural  parts,  and  appears  to  be  veiy  direwd  when  his  in- 
tered  is  concerned.  B^ing  a  pretty  good  politician,  and  full  of  am- 
bition,  he  would  be  capable  of  undertaking  great  enterprifes,  did  not 
fhc  Bey  of  Condantine,  to  whom  he  is  fubordinate,  continually  ha- 
rafs  him,  and  watch  his  motions  with  the  utmod  vigilance.  His  an* 
thority  is  not  yet  fufficiently  edablidied  to  make  any  great  attempt.* 

In  this  Douare  the  Abbe  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  an 
Arab  fchool,  which  he  was  much  furprifed  to  find  under  the  di. 
redtion  of  a  perfon  who  was  blind. 

^  This  Arab  collcdled  in  his  tent  about  a  dozen  of  children  of  boti 
fexes,  whom  he  taught  to  read  and  write.  I  obferved  that  thdr 
countenances  bore  no  marks  of  wer.,inefs  or  diflike,  which  are  too 
common  in  our  fchools  in  Europe;  labour,  on  the  contrary,  ap- 
pcared  to  .them  like  an  amufement.  They  had  only  one  book,  the 
Ccrj»,  which  the  mader  knew  by  heart ;  and  on  that  account  he  wa 
able  to  follow  his  fcholars,  and  lo  corfedl  them  when  they  went  wrong. 
They  chanted  their  lefTons,  each  with  good  humour,  and  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  tone ;  and  though  this  mufic  was  not  very  engaging,  I  wiili 
pleafure  faw  that,  among  thefe  favage  hordes,  the  infancy  of  man  is 
rot  abandoned  to  cruel  and  mercilefs  tyrants,  who  often  blaft  the 
rifing  flowers  of  genius  at  an  early  period  of  life.  The  fartheft  ad¬ 
vanced  taught  the  younger  part  to  write,  under  the  diredlion  of  the 
mader.  Indcad  of  paper,  they  had  pieces  of  board  covered  ovc 
with  a  white  kind  of  varnifti ;  a  bit  of  reed,  cut  in  a  very  rude  man- 
•  ner,  fupplied  the  place  of  a  pen  ;  and  yet  with  this  coarfe  apparatus 
they  wrote  well,  and  with  great  expedition.  When  they  had  tho¬ 
roughly  learned  the  talk  preferibed  to  them,  they  wafhed  their  tablets, 
upon  which  anotlicr  was  written,  always  taken  from  the  Coran.  As 
foon  as  the  time  of  their  remaining  in  fchool  was  expired,  each  child 
embraced  the  mafler,  who  treated  him  with  great  mildnefs  and  afi* 
bility,  and  returned  him  thanks  for  his  attention.  How  much! 
widied  at  this  moment  to  have  had  before  me  one  of  thofe  futh 
pedagogues,  who  know  no  other  plan  but  that  of  inrpiring  childm 
'with  fentlments  of  fear  and  difgud  !* 

After  contrafting  the  modes  of  education  purfued  amori 
thefe  favage  people  and  inEuropey  the  Abbe  continues  thus: 

• 
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*  With  regard  to  the  real  charadter  of  children,  it  Is  the,  fame  in 
Barbary  as  eUcwherc ;  I  have  feen  fomc  of^ them,  as  among  us,  lively, 
eager,  f^H  of  fpirits,  and  of  petulance;  but  an  obfervation  whi(^li 
(buck  me,  and  which  will  no  doubt  furprife  you  a!fo,  is,  that  thc^r 
rcafon,  .though  never  cultivated,  is  much  forwarder  than  iha^  of  o^r 
children,  whofe  minds  are  harafled  in  the  tendered  age.  Among  us, 
a  boy  of  twelve  or  thirteen,  (luifed  with  the  pedantical  notion^s  of  our 
public  fchools,  fcarcely  knows  how  to  fpeak  before  people  older  th^tn 
himfelf.  He  is  timid,  bafhful,  and  dull ;  and  he  conjdanuy  ima¬ 
goes  that  he  fees  before  him  his  preceptor,  armed  with  hisYormid- 
able  ferula,  . 

*  *  On  the  other  hand,  the  young  Arab  wandering  in  the  open 

fdains,  furrounded  by  tents,  herds,  and  flocks,  and  enjoying  in  full 
iberty  all  the  pleafures  of  youth,  and  the  bounties  of  nature,  increafes 
his  ideas  even  with  the  objects  of  his  delight.  As  he  is  reftrained  by 
no  dread,  nor  checked  by  any  fenfe  of  decency,  he  fpeaks  his  fenti- 
meats  in  a  firm  and  manly  tone,  without  being  in  the  lead  aUlhed. 
If  he  wilhes  to  be  heard,  he  is  under  the  neceflity  of  attradling  the 
attention  of  thofe  to  whom  he  addrefles  himfelf,  otherwife  he  re¬ 
ceives  no  reply.  If  he  ajks  queltions,  none.of  th^'iii  are  anfwcre.d  but 
"as  they  deferve  it ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  if  what  he  fays  appears 
to  be  juft,  he  is  heard  with  attention,  and  treated  as  a  m^an ;  and 
this  mark  of  diftindtion  hifpires  him  with  a  deflre  of  ading  iike  one. 
Thus,  without  much  trouble,  without  mailers,  and  without  tutors, 
the  young  Arab,  formed  by  nature,  earjy  acquires  th<  fc  idc^as  which 
’  relate  to  his  occupation,  as  well  as  that  vigour  and  noble  carriage 
which  announce  the  dignity  of  man.  Their 'geftures  are  tiot  flifl', 
but  natural,  and  their  pace  is  neither  too  quick  nor  xoo  flow.  It^is 
’  firm  and  manly;  but  it  is  only  during  infancy  that  the  Arabs  can  fol¬ 
low  the  didates  of  nature  ;  their  mild  and  Ample  manners,  gradually 
-deilroyed  by  brutal  prejudices,  by  the  fanguinary  difpofitioris  of  the'ir 
fathers,  corrupted  by  the  fliameful  irregularities  to  which  they  aban¬ 
don  themfelves,  totally  difappear,  and  the  blood  tlilrily  favage  is  fub- 

.(lituted  in  the  room  of  the  roan  of  natme.  _ _ 

p  ‘  One  of  the  firft  prejudices  inllilled  into  a  child  is  an  implacable 
hatred  again  ft  all  Chriftians ;  and  this  Idea  becomes  fo  ftrengihened 
by  age,  that  there  is  not  a  Angle  Arab  who  does  not  conlider  it  as  a 
meritorious  adlon  to  deprive  one  of  life.  1  have  been  often  greatly 
haralTed  by  thefe  children,  who  flocked  around  me  as  1  approached 
the  tents ;  and  I  was  even  under  the  neceflity  of  tamely  putting  up 
with  the  grofleft  infults  which  I  received  from  them,  'fhey  fpal  in 
‘  my  face,  threw  ftqnes  at*me,  and  loaded  me  with  abufe.  Hid  I  at- 
I  tempted  to  correct  any  of  them  for  their  inlblence,  their  fathers 
'  would  not  have  failed  to  take  their  parts,  and  to  revenge,  at  my  ex¬ 
pence,  an  injury  done  by  a  dog*  to  a  fervant  of  Mahoinet.  I  liave 
many  times  leen  fome  of  the  women,  who  had.ncver  met  a.C  iriJlian, 
fcudder  when  1  appeared,  and  fly  from  me  as  if  1  had  been  a  inoniler. 


♦  The  mildcft  exprelllon  they  be'llow  on  a  Chriftian. 
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However,  by  means  of  feme  little  prefent,  I  always  rendered  the® 
more  tradable ;  and  when  1  had  familiarifed  them  fo  far  that  they 
ventured  to  look  at  me,  they  appeared  ailoniihed  when  they  found 
me  like  another  man.  Several  of  them  could  not  be  perfuaded  that  I 
was  a  Chriftian ;  they  particularly  examined  my  gloves,  which  I  w® 
obliged  to  wear  on  account  of  the  exceflive  heat,  and  which  were 
green,  taking  that  to  be  the  colour  of  my  Ikin ;  but  when  I  pulled 
them  off*  they  were  in  the  utmoft  amazement.  Every  attempt  that  I 
made  to  explain  their  utility  was  in  vain ;  for  as  thefe  poor  ptople  are 
acquainted  only  with  what  is  neceiTary,  they  laugh  ttt  all  fuperAuities. 
They  think  themfclves  fuperior  to  us,  becaufe  they  have  fewer  wants; 

,  and  indeed  it  muA  be  owned  that  they  are  in  the  right.’ 

*  .1 

We*  cannot  conclude  this  article  without  recommending  thefe 
'  letters  to  the  attention  of  the  public.  The  author’s  abilities,  in 
our  opinion,  are  far  fuperior  to  thofe  of  the  generality  of  tra¬ 
vellers;  and  the  tranflator,  whofe  language,  is  fpirited,  and,  for 
the  moft  part,  neat,  feems  to  have  done  juftice  to  the  original. 

Art.  V.  Medical  Commentaries  for  the  Year  1790.  Exhibiting 

a  concife  View  of  the  lateji  and  moji  important  Dtfeoveries  in  Mt- 
'  dicint  and  Medical  Philofophy*  Collected  and  puhlijhed  by  Andrevi 

Duncan^  M*D.  F,  R.  ijf  A.S.  Eainb.  iffc.  8vo,  6s.  boards. 

Hill,  Edinburgh;  Robinfons,  London.  1791* 

^T^HIS  volume  begins,  as  ufual,  with  an  account  of  new 
^  books,  which  it  would  be  fuperfluous  for  us  to  detail ;  and 
we  therefore  proceed  to  the  fecond  fe£lIon,  or  that  which  con¬ 
tains  medical  obfervations. 

The  firft  article  is,  Obfervations  on  the  Puerperal  Fever; 
more  efpecially  as  it  has  of  late  occurred  in  the  Lying-in  Hof- 
pital  of  Dublin.  By  Jofeph  Clarke,  M.D. — ^Dr.  Clarke  thinks 
that  the  moft  probable  fuppofition  refpefting  the  caufe  of  the 
puerperal  fever  is,  that  it  confifts  in  an  inflammation  of  the  pe¬ 
ritoneum.  With  regard  to  the  method  of  cure,  he  informs  us 
that  venefcdlion,  which  is  ftrongly  recommended  by  many 
writers,  he  has  never  known  to  be  of  any  ufe,  excepting  in  a 
few  cafes,  where,  in  conjundlion  with  the  peritonitis,  there 
were  fymptoms  of  peripneumonic  inflammation.  Ipecacuanha, 
givbn  according  to  the  direeftions  of  the  Royal  Medical  Society 
at  Paris,  wHl  fometimes  feem  to  do  eflential  fervicc ;  but  in 
other  cafes,  it  will  evidently  do  no  good  ;  and  Dr.  Clarke  has 
no  hefitation  to  affirm,  that  it  will  not  fuccecd  in  one  of  ten 
cafes  where  the  difeafe  is  epidemic.  He  has  found  it  moft  fuc- 
cefsful  when  it  operates  both  as  a  laxative  and  emetic  ;  an  ob- 
(ervation  which  agrees  with  the  experience  of  others.  Hcj 

thinks] 
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hlnks  that  faline  purgative?,  and  fomentations  to  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen,  as  advifed  by  the  late  Dr.  Forfter,  afford  the  moft 
rational  and  probable  profpe£t  of  relief  in  the  puerperal  fever. 

Art.  II.  Obfervations  on  the  Influenza,  as  it  lately  ap.' 
peared  in  the  Weft-Indies.  By  Mr.  C.  Chifholm,  Surgeon  .in 
^George's,  Grenada. — The  epidemic  catarrhal  fevers,  gene¬ 
rally  diftinguilhed  in  Europe  by  the  appellation  of  influenza,  are 
feldom  known  within  the  tropics  i  but  it  appears  that  the  epi¬ 
demic  defcribed  by  Mr.  Chifholm  prevailed  throughout  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  America,  and  in  all  the  Weft-India  iflands,  nearly  about 
the  fame  time.  The  difeafe,  at  its  firft  appearance,  was  not 
dangerous,  but,  by  a  change  in  the  ftate  of  the  atmofphere,  it 
became  afterwards  more  inflammatory.  In  fome,  the  fever  was 
of  the  remittent  kind ;  in  others,  continual  •,  and  there  were 
inftanccs  in  which  it  exifted  in  a  putrid  form.  Perfpiration, 
during  the  firft  period  of  the  difeafe,  when  it  was  fimply  ca¬ 
tarrhal,  almoft  always  removed  the  fever,  and  the  moft  trouble- 
fomc  fymptoms ;  but  the  cough  was  not  mitigated  by  it,  conti¬ 
nuing  feveral  days,  and  even  weeks,  after.  But,  in  the  laft 
period,  though  copious  fweating  frequently  came  on  fponta- 
neoufly,  and  was  often  excited  by  antimonial  medicines,  it 
never  relieved  in  the  ftnalleft  degree.  The  method  of  cure 
purfued  by  the  author  was  to  order  two  or  three  grains  of  tartar 
emetic  to  be  diffolved  in  a  quart  of  hot  barley-water,  the 
whole  of  which  tvas  to  be  given  to  the  patient  in  the  courfe  of 
twelve  hours.  To  mitigate  the  cough,  he  made  ufe  of  fper- 
maceti,  diffolved  in  lac -ammoniacum,  or  in  powder,  with  an 
equal  quantity  of  candy  fugar. 

Art.  III.  Hiftory  of  a  Cafe,  in  which  remarkable  Adhefions 
of  the  Inteftinal  Canal  terminated  fatally.  By  Dr.  Andrew 
Willifon,  Phyfician  in  Dundee.-^pon,  the.  difTeifion  of  this 
patient  it  was  found  that  a  complete  adhefion  of  all  the  inteftincs, 
linall  and  great,  had  taken  place. 

Art.lv.  Account  of  a  Angular  Fnufture  of  the  Cranium; 
and  of  the  Haemorrhage,  from  Amputation  of  the  Penis,  ftopc 
by  flight  Compreflion  for  a  few  Minutes.  By  Dr.  Thomas 
Irving,  Phyfician  at  Lifburne.  The  latter  cf  thefe  cafes  affords 
fuch  an  extraordinary  inftance  of  fanaticifm  combined  with  fe- 
rocioufnefs,  that  we  fhall  infert  the  account  of  it : 

% 

*  A  corporal  of  dragoons,  an  able-bodied  llrong  Tuppofed  to 
be  near  forty  years  of  age,  turned  Methodift ;  in  which  he  was  joined 
by  a  fcijeaiit’s  daughter,  aged  about  eighteen  years.  Her  father, 
who  was  advanced  in  life,  did  not  approve  of  her  devoting  fo  much 
time  to  religious  duties;  and  therefore  difmifljd  her.  The  corporal,, 
on  brotherly- lo\’e,  took  her  into  his  family  ;  and  (he  flept  in  the  bed 
with  him  and  his  wife,  who  ac  laft  grew  jealous,  and  charged  him  with 
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criming  communication  with « the  girl,  which  made  him  determinf 
caftrating  himfclf.  ijc  afterwards  told  me,  he  had  learned  that  there 
was  no  danger  but  from  the  haemorrhage ;  which  caufed  him  to  watch 
my  motions  for  fome  preceding  days  after  breakfaft.  At  lail  hefouu^ 
me,  on  the  morning  of  his  operation,  going  into  one  of  the  rooms  to 
vifit  a  man  fick  in  the  barracks.  I  had  fcarcely  got  into  it,  whenl 
was  called  on  to  the  corporal,  bleeding  to  death.  I  made  all  thedif. 
'patch  polEble  to  his  room  ;  where  1  found  him  (landing  over  a  fireca 
the  hearth,  bleeding  profufely.  I  ordered  him  to  prefs  with  his  hand 
on  the  wound,  until  1  could  get  the  ligatures  ready,  which  was  focn 
idoue.  But,  on  removing  his  hand,  the  haemorrhage  was  Hopped h 
•all  parts  of  the  wound,  except  the  dorfum  penis,  and  never  returned. 

1  tied  a  thread  roupd  the  bleeding  artery,  until  he  had  a  call  to  urine, 
which  did  not  happen  for  fome  hours ;  and,  when  the  ligature  was 
removed,  there  was  no  farther  haemorrhage.  He  amputated  all  the 
"icrotum  and  its  contents,  and  left  only  about  an  inch  of  the  penis, 

'  All  the  wound  healed  very  quickly,  but  the  fpongy  root  of  the  penis. 

It  was  fome  conliderablc  time  before  it  entirely  wailed  away,  leanng 
'an  orifice  in  the  urethra,  level  with  the  ikin  of  the  pubes;  aid  he 
■  was  foon  afterwards  able  to  return  to  his  duty  again.  The  operation 
■*  was  performed  with  a  razor,  in  the  room  where  his  wife  and  Ionic 
other  women  were  fitting.  He  threw  tho:  amputated  parts  into  his 
1. wife's  lap;  telling  her,  he  hoped  that  would  convince  her  of  hisfu- 

•  ture  intentions.  Being  often  jeered  by  his  fellow-foldiers,  he  cm* 

•  braced  an  opportunity  of  being  draughted  into  a  regiment  of  horfe. 

He  went  abroad  with  them,  where  he  behaved  remarkably  well;  and 
the  young  girl  accompanied  him  all  the  time  he  was  on  fervice.’ 

Art.  V.  Hiftory  of  an  anomalous  Cafe,  apparently  of  the 
1  Rheumatic  Kind,  terminating  fatally. — The  precife  nature  of 
this  cafe  is  not  afeertained  by  the  anonymous  author  ;  but,  from 
?  the  queries  which  he  fubjoins,  he  feems  to  fufpeil  that  it  was  a 
rheumatic  complaint,  which  at  lafl:  fixed  its  feat  in  the  urinary 
pafTage. 

Art.  VI.  Hiftory  of  a  Cafe  of  Angina  PcAoris,  cured  by 
the  Solutio  Arfenici.  By  Mr.  Edward  Alexander,  Surgeon, 

.  Halifax,  Yorkfhire. — In  this  cafe,  the  folution  was  given  in  the 
following  manner:  R  aq.  font.  unc.  i.  fp.  nuc.  mofeh.  drach.  ii. 
folut.  arfenici  gut.  vi.  fyr.  Caryoph.  drach.  fs.  m.  f.  haull. 
fumend.  ter  die.  Thcfe  draughts  were  continued  about  a  fort- 
‘  night,  the  dofe  of  the  folution  being  daily  increafed  by  oncj 
drop,  with  tlie  addition  of  a  little  .more  fp.,nuc.  mofeh.  Tbel 
patient  had  no  return  of  the  diforder  after  the  firft  night.  Mr.H 
Alexander’ informs  us  that  he  has  likewife  given  this  folutionB 
with  fuccefs.in  a  cafe  of  .epilepfy,  of  four  or  five  months  (land*® 
ing,  and  in  convulfive  fits  produced  by  worms.  Another  ca» 
of  angina  pctSoris  was  treated  fucceisfullv  in  the  fame  mann«iu^ 
as  the  preceding.  To  thefe  cafes  the  author  fubjoins  the 
ing  query:  ‘  May  not  the  folution  of  arfcaic  be  of  ufe  in 
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I  from  its  removing  the  afthmatical  fymptoms  in  the  above  pa« 

( tient,  to  which  he  had  been  accuftomed  for  many  years  ?* 

Art,  VII.  Account  of  the  external  Ufe. of  .Camphor  in  Cafes 
of  Bronthoccle  and  Glandular  Indurations.  By  Mr., Peter 
Copland,  Surgeon,  Sway  field,  Lincolnfhire. — ^In  ill  thefe  cafes 
the  camphor  was  ufed  in  .the  oilv  folution. 

Art.  VIII.  The  Hiftory  ot  an  Ancurifm  of  the  Aorta  De- 
fendens,  appearing  under  the  Form  of  a  Tumour  at  the  Scro- 
biculus  Cordis.  By  Dr.  Thomas  Concanen,  Phyilcian  at  Dun- 
(jalk. — From  motives  of  delicacy  the  body  of  this  patient  was 
not  opened  j  but  there  is  the  ftrongeft  reafon  for  concluding 
that  an  aneurifm  was  the  complaint. 

Art.  IX.  Hiftory  of  a  fingular  Cafe  of  an  intermittent  af- 
fefting  the  right  Temple  ;  and  of  a  remarkable  Tumour  in  the 
Abdomen,  fuccefsfully  treated.  By  Mr.  Samuel  Davidibn, 
Surgeon  at  Roihbury,  in  Northumberland.—^In  the  former  of 
thefe  cafes  various  remedies  were  ufed,  fuch  as  emetics,  pur¬ 
gatives,  diaphoretics,  and  tepifpaftics ;  but  the  author  aferibes 
the  cure  to  the  bark  and  calomel.  .The  tumour  mentioned  in 
the  fecond  cafe  felt  deep-feated,  hard,  moveable,  aqd  of  fize 
fufficient  to  fill  the  whole  length  of  the  hand.  The  pain  was  fo 
excruciating  diat  the  patient  could  not  fuffer  the  .weight  of  the 
bed-clothes  on  the  part.  Ten  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from 
Ae  arm ;  but  it  had  no  buffy  coat.  Mrl  Davidfon  next  ordered 
her  repeated  dofes  of  aloetic  pills  with  opium  and  laxative 
clyfters  5  and  z\(o  a  faline  Julep,  to  abate  the  vomiting.  Leeches 
were  applied  to  the  tumour ;  and  afterwards.it  was  rubbed  with 
a  liniment  of  camphor  and  vitriolic  aether.  In  the  courfe  of 
four  days,  the  naufea,  vomiting,  and  pain  gradually  diminifhed; 
but  there  was  no  decreafe  '  of  fize  in  the  tumour.  After  the 
fymptoms  were  abated,  the.. author  ordered,  his  patient  gentle 
cxercife,  with  the  cold  bath,  and  put  her  under  a  courfe  of  ci- 
cuta,  joined  to  the  Peruvian  bark.  By  perfifting  in  the  ufe  of 
Acfe  remedies  for  three  months,  the  tumour  gradually  decreafed^ 
and  the  patient  recovered  her  health  and  fpirits. 

Art.  X.  Hiftory  of  a  fingular  Drcplical  AfFeiUon  of  the 
Scrotum,  terminating  fatally.  By  Mr.  Patrick  Maxwell,  Sur- 
'  geon  to  the  54th  Regiment.— This  cafe  is  remarkable  for  the 
great  difeharge  which  followed  the  incifion,  through  twelve  fuc- 
[  ceffive  days ;  till,  finding  the  fource  of  it  inexhauftible,  orders 
j  were  given  not  to  remove  the  lint,  and  in  twenty-four  hours  the 
■  incifion  was  healed.  .  .  * 

[  The  third  fedtion,  which  is  devoted  to  Medical  News,  com- 
[  mences  with  fome  account  of  the  progrefs  made  in*  rebuilding 
I  the  college  at  Edinburgh.  We  have  the  plcafure  to  learn  that 
I  the  walls  on  the  eaft  and  north  lides  of  the  intended  fijuare  arc 
I  •  already 
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already  raifed  to  a  confiderable  height.  But  the  greated  pro, 

Sefs  IS  made  at  the  north-weft  corner,  which  is  intended  for 
e  new  Anatomical  Theatre.  We  are  told  that  the  theatre 
itfelf,.and  all  the  adjoining  buildings  connedled  with  it,  will  be 
ready  for  the  reception  of  ftudents  by  the  commencement  of  the 
next  winter  feffion,  in  Odober.  Confiderable  progrefs  is  alfc 
.made  in  the  building  of  fome  of  the  other  medical  clals-rooms; 
all  of  which,  according  to  the  plan  of  the  New  College,  are 
fttuated  on  the  north  fide  of  the  intended  fquarc. 

The  fum  already  fubferibed  for  the  rebuilding  of  this  College 
amounts  to  18,019/.  3/.  7^.  fterling,  and  .322/.  los.  Jamaica 
currency.  Among  the  lift. of  fubferibers  are  to  be  found,  not 
only  the  names  of  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh,  and  of  pupils  of 
the  univerfitjr,  but  alfo  thofe  of  many  refpe£lable  charaders  at  a 
diftance.  1  he  truftees  are  alTured  that  the  whole  will  be  exe¬ 
cuted  for  lefs  than  fixty  thoufand  pounds.  It  is  no  part  of  the 
.plan  to  build  rooms  for  lodging  ftudents  ;  and  thofe  profeiTors 
who  formerly  redded  in  the  town,  muft  ftill  find  accommo¬ 
dation  there  for  themfelves.  .The  principal  of  the  univerfit)’, 
however,  and  thofe  few  profeflbrs  who  had  formerly  houfes  in 
« the  College,  moft  of  whom  teach  three  or  four  hours  every  day, 
*  and  cannot  therefore  refide  at  a  diftance,  are  to  have  houies  in 
the  New  College.  But  though  thefe  houfes,  viewed  in  con- 
jundion  with  the  public  buildings  to  which  they  are  attached, 
form  an  elegant  external  appearance,  each  of  them,  taken  by 
itfelf^  is  in  reality  but  a  fmall  houfe ;  and  it  is  by  no  means  in¬ 
tended  that  they  (hall  be  finilhed  in  an  expenfive  manner. 

In  an  age  when  fcience  is  fo  liberally  cultivated  as  at  prefent, 
there  is  reafon  to  hope  that  this  great  undertaking  will  meet 
with  fui table  encouragement  from  the  public.  The  Univcrfity 
of  Edinburgh  was  in  fuch  a  ftate,  that  the  rebuilding  of  it  had 
become  abfolutelyneceflary;  and  the  accompHfhment  of  it,  upon 
the  propofed  plan,  with  all  pol&ble  fpeed,  will  not  only  tend  to 
the  advancement  of  learning,  but  redound  to  the  honour  of  the 
nation. 

In  the  feftion  of  Medical  News  w’e  are  informed  of  fome  in¬ 
genious  fpeculations  on  irritability  in  organifed  bodies ;  of  the 
introduiftion,  from  Africa,  of  the  Auguftura  bark,  a  fpecific  in 
agues  ;  of  experiments  for  difeovering  the  fubftances,  and  the 
proportion  of  ingredients,  in  James’s  fever-powder ;  of  a  new 
remedy,  which  has  been  fuccefsfully  employed  againft  venered 
and  otner  obftinate  complaint ,  under  the  name  of  La  Cardinal 
Bleue,  or  the  Lobelia  Syphilitica;  of  the  gout  being  cured br 
means  of  the  commotion  excited  by  the  Gymnotus,  or  torponhe 
cel.  Thefe  articles  of  intelligence  are  followed  by  an  accouii: 
of  the  .late  Dr.  Franklin,  of  Philadelphia;  of  Sir  William 
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Watfon,  phyfician,  of  London ;  of  Dr.  Cleghorn,  phyftcian* 
of  Dublin;  and  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  William  Cullen,. phyfi-  • 
dan,'  and  profeflbr  of  medicine  in  the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh. 

In  the  fourth  fe£Iion,  which  contains  a  lift  of  new  books  on 
fubie^  relative  to  medicine,  are  feveral  ingenious  treatifes ;  but 
none  which  can  be  compared  with  Mr.  Bell’s  Syftem  of  Sur-’ 
aery,  in  ftx  volumes,  lately  publifhed. 

“  VVc  have  nothing  farther  to  add  of  thefe  Commentaries  than 
d\it  the  work  continues  to  be  a  very  ufeful  mifcellany  for  me¬ 
dical-readers;  though  we  think  the  editor  has  admitted  into  the 
prefent  volume  fome  papers  which  were  fcarce  worthy  of  being 
ioierted. 


Art.  VI.  Plexippusi  oTy  The  afplring  Plebeian.  i2mo.  2  vds. 
5s.  fewed.  Dodfley.  London,  1790. 

A  Wretched  imitation  of  Sterne’s  manner.  Let  the  reader 
judge  for  himfelf  :■ 

4  •  ♦ 

‘  One  fummer’s  evening,  fome  years  fince,  two  yoqng  men  were  / 
waiting  for  their  horfes  at  the .  gate  of  an  inn  on  the  Cheltenham 
road;  when  a  travelling  equipage  with  two  podillions,  and  attended 
by  two  out-riders,  drove  into  the  yard.,  A  tall  lady,  ftiff  and  ftately, 
was  handed  out  by  a  valet,  and  followed  by  another,  equally  lofty^ 
with  her  face  veiled  ;  then  there  ftepped  out  a  thirds  with  a  kind  of 
gipfy  hat  on,  who  however- vouchfafed  to  call  a  modeil  look  at  the 
twofwains,  and  moved  on  with  a  flow  pace,  but  with  ah  eafy,  un> 
aitedled  air.  A  pretty  Abigail,  with  a  band  box  in  her  hand,  came 
lad,  and  clofed  the  feene. 

*  Zounds!  (he  is  an  angel!  (cried  Plexippus)  purfuing  the  third 
lady  with  his  eyes  till  (he  was  out  of  fight  P  &c.  _ 

‘  Sir  Alonzo  Flcetwood  found  that  Mifs  Carelefs  herfelf  had  been 
mach  converfant  with  our  dramatic  and  other  writers  of  a  more  fu- 
perficial  charafler;  and  on  Sir  Alonzo^s  quoting  fome  common-place 
witcicifin  on  the  levity  and  inconfiancy  of  the  lex,  (he  retorted  upon 
iira,  JlapiaJh^  with  Otway’s  trite  lines,*  &c. 

To  elegance  of  phrafeology  the  author  adds  a  profound  know- 
of  religious  polemics,  as  the  reader  will  perceive  by  the 
Nlowing  di(h  of  theology ;  '  .  • 

I  *  What,  you  intend  to  be  a  nun  then.*  faid  1.  ‘  No,*  fays  (he, 
M  I’ll  make  no  vows. — I  have  feen  enough  of  nunneries  when  I  was 
wm  Flanders  for  three  or  four  years.  I  am  afraid  you  are  not  a  tho-“ 
^yghly  good  Catholic,*  faid  I. — *  O!  yes,  I  am  a  very  good  Ca- 
^o!ic,  and  hope  I  always  (hall  be  !*— Dalhwood  heard  this  excla¬ 
mation,  and  faid  he  was  forry  to  find  fo  pretty  a'young  lady  of  fo 
»ahappy  a  perfuafion.  ‘  Perhaps,  Sir,*  replied  (he /manly ^  *  I  think 
fP  ■  ycur 
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your  pcrAiafion  more  unhappy  than  mine. — am  fare  wc  are  of  tie 
&feft  fide  of  the  queftion  ;  becaufe  you  allow  that  a  Catholic  may  be 
fared;  but  we  cannot  make  you  the  fame  compliment.  Ahfnir 
dear  young  lady,!  fays  the  doAor,  *  do  not  be  impofed  upon  by  that 
trite  fallacy:  proteftants  allow  that  every  fincere  Chriftian  maybe 
Javtd^  whatever  errors,  through  invincible  ignorance,  he  may.be 
involved  in  :  and  many  of  your  fathers  grant  as  much  to  proteftants/ 

•  Well,*  replied  (he,  *  but  I.have  always  been  taught  to  believe  that 
lliere  is  but  one  true  catholic  church,  and  that  no  one  can  be  fared 
out  of  the  church.*— *  Ah!  doftor,*  faid  I,  *  look  to  yourfelf!*^ 

•  Very  true,*  faid  he,  &c.  &c.  This  1  enforced  from  what  I  had 
learned  from  our  divinity  le&ures  in  our  chapel  at  Oxford.* 


Art.  VII.  ReJU^liom  on  th'eCaufes  and  probable  Confequencu  if 
the  late  Revolution,  in  France  \  with  a  View  of  the  ecclejiajiical  ani 
rivil  Conjlitution  of  Scotland^  and  of  the  Progrefs  of  its  Agricul¬ 
ture  and  Commerce.  Tran  fated  from  a  Series  of  Letters  written 
.  criffinaUy  in  French^  and  dedicated  to  the  National  AJfembl)'^ 
Monf  B-^de.  8vo.  3s,  6d.  Hill,  Edinburgh ;  Cadcll, 
London.  1790. 

often  regret  when  we  meet  with  works  of  merit,  like  the 
prefent,  that  the  world  fhould  be  ignorant  to  whom  they 
are  obliged  for  them.  Thefe  Refleftions  are  written  in  a  ftrong, 
for  the  moft  "part  in  a  correct; .ftyle,  and  every  where  mark  the 
gentleman,  the  man  of  obfervation,  and  the  friend  of  mankind. 
And  why  fhould  fuch  a  man  be  afhamed  of  ^  telling  the  world 
who  he  is?  We  are  informed  thefe  letters  are  tranflated  from 
originals  written  in  French  by  Monf.  B — de.  We  can  only 
fay  we  fee  no  internal  evidence*  of  a  tranflation;  we  meet  with 
fewer  Gallicifms  than  Scotticifms  ;  and  that  the  writer  Ihewsa 
greater  knowledge  of  Scotch  jurifprudence  than  we  fhould  have 
expeiled  from  a  very  fhort  refidcnce.  But  we  will  not  fufped 
an  author  who  can  write  fo  well  and  fo  feelingly,  can  think  it 
difgraceful  to  fhew  himfelf  the  friend  of  the  moft  valuable  part 
of  his  countrymen.  If  modefty  has  been  the  caufe  of  fuch  con¬ 
cealment,  we  will  hope  that  the  fevourable  reception  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  will  produce  a  fecond  edition,  with  a  name  worthy  of  fuch 
a  produ^ion. 

The  letters  begin  with  a  fhort  (ketch  of  fome  of  the  outrages 
eommltied  by  the  mob  of  Paris,  for  which,  it  is  obferved,  th« 
patriotic  leaders  are  no  way  accountable ;  and  that  the  revolu- 


♦  We  do  not  confider  the  notes  as  fadsfaftory  in  this  refpeft,  though 
ingenioufly  interwoven. 
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tion  been  brought  about  with  greater  cafe  than  any  thing 
of  the  kind  hitherto  known.  The  opinion  of  the  enlightened 
individuals  in  England  is  dated  to  be  highly  favourable  to  fo 
fflorious  a  caufe,  without  any  of  thofe  narrow  prejudices  which 
delight  in  fomenting  ancient  animofities.  The  caufes  that  led 
to  the  changes  are  briefly  and  accurately  dated,  viz.  the  difFu- 
(ion  of  knowledge  among  the  lower  and  middling  clafs  of  peo¬ 
ple;  the  amiable,  but  fomewhat  indolent  temper,  of  the  reigning 
monarch ;  the  connexions  formed  with  America,  and  the  know- 
Idgc  of  rights*  of  men,  and  jud  notions  of  reprefentation 
thereby  produced;  the  low  date  of  the  French  finances,  which* 
obliged  thofe  at  the  helm  to  keep  the  people  in  good  temper,  and 
I  even  to  call  an  aflembly  of  the  dates.  To  thefe  impartial  judice 
I  fcould  oblige  us  to  add  a  growing  fenfe  of  genuine  patriotifm 
I  among  the  more  enlightened  and  better  difpofed  of  the  arifto- 
I  cratic  and  clerical  orders,  which  taught  the  former  to  confider 
I  how  much  their  own  happinefs.was  connefted  with  that  of  their 
tenantry;  and  the  latter  to  blufti  at  the  indolent  luxury  in  which 
they  lived  at  the  expence  of  the  laborious  poor. 

The  author  next  expatiates  on  the  cfFe6ts  of  the  revolution  ; 
{hews  the  probability  of  its  duration,  and  of  the  blcffings  likely 
f  to  follow  fuch  an  event  to  that  extenfive  empire,  as  well  as  to 
I  the  whole  world ;  augurs  the  general  peace  and  happinefs  to  be 
I  expefted  from  the  difinclination  republics  in  general  have  to 
from  the  example  other  nations  will  take  of  the  emanci- 
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pation  of  France,  and  from  the  larger  confumption  of  foreign 
commodities,  which  mud  attend  the  increafed  wealth  and  com¬ 
mercial  fpirit  of  that  country.  We  have  next  a  view  of  the 
few  remaining  difficulties  attending  the  edabliihmcnt  of  the  new 
conftitution,  which  the  author  takes  no  pains  to^conceal  or  ex¬ 
tenuate.  Among  them  hc  -reckons^  the  remaining  power,  and 
dill  more  the  temper  of  the  aridocrates ;  the  immenfe  load  of 
Ipublic  debt,  which  may  teach  the  people  to  murmur  and  become 
|di(affe(fted ;  and  the  poffibility  of  the  interference  of  other 
powers.  On  the  other  fide  it  is  (hewn  that  thefe  caufes,  parti- 
jcularly  the  national  debt,  are  more  likely  to  produce  contrary 
cfFefts  by  giving  the  people  their  due  confequence,  and  by  in- 
iuciiig  a  large  body  of  the  community  to  fupport  a  fydem  from 
^hich  only  they  can  expect  any  fecurity  to  the  property  they 
nve  hazarded.  Foreign  potentates,  it  is  obferved  with  much 
Wriety,  feeni  fufficiently  employed  in  fecuring  their  old  eda- 
jKfnments  from  that  fpirit  of  freedom  which  gradually  gains 
[round  among  their  own  fubjefts ;  and  which  would  make  any 
utempt  againd  the  liberties  of  France  dangerous  to  them-- 
felves* 
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Having  dius  given  his  opinion)  with  equal  modefty  and  judg. 
ment)  on  the  date  of  France)  our  author  continues  his  cor. 
reQwndence  in  an  excurfion  into  Scotland ;  the  firft  view  he  gives 
of  which  we  fball  prefent  to  our  readers  in  his  own  words : 


.i. 


•  At  one  period,  you  well  know,  that  the  French  were  more  in- 
rimately  conncAed  with  Scotland  than  perhaps  any  country.  It  had 
been  long  in  our  alliance,  and  we  had  once  the  profpedl  of  uniting  it 
for  ever,  by  the  fruit  of  an  ill-fated  marriage,  to  an  empire  already 
too  extenfive.  No  two  countries  have  differed  more  widely  from  each 
other  than  Scotland  has  lately  done  from  itfelf.  Formerly  the  mod 
weak,  faflious,  and  ariilocratical  in  Europe,  the'  government  was 
diftra^led  by  the  hoftilides  of  a  barbarous  nobility,  who  tyrannifed 
over  an  ignorant,  poor,  and  favage  vafTala^e.  It  is  at  prefent  culci. 
vated  by  the  united  e^rts  of  a  fober,  induftrious,  and  perfeveriog 
people. 

•  Were  it  poffible  to  enter  Scotland  by  any  other  quarter  than  that 
of  England,  it  might  be  deemed  a  very  thriving  and  profperous  king, 
dom;  for  its  fubjeds  are  carrying  on  its  improvement  by  every  me¬ 
thod  which  ingenuity  can  fuggeft,  or  aifiduity  perform.  It  is  not 
perhaps  more  than  fixty  years  fince  the  ftate  of  the  country  began  ma- 
terially  to  alter ;  but  during  that  period,  perhaps,  no  fociety  has  ever 
made  fuch  rapid  fteps  in  civilifation  and  induRry.  Compared,  however, 
with  Its  filler  kingdom,  it  is  certainly  feveral  Rages  behind,  and  has 
many  difficulties  to  encounter,  which,  unlefs  to  Scotfmen,  would  ap¬ 
pear  infurmountable.  The  climate  is  cold  and  boiRerous.  The  wea¬ 
ther,  for  one  half  of  the  year,  is  continually  wet  and  foggy.  The 
mountains  in  the  north,  which  comprehend  two-thirds  of  the  king- 
dom,  prefent  to  the  traveller’s  eye  a  boundlefs  and  dreary  waftc. 
Formerly  thefe  mountains,  where  an  eternal  filence  alone  feemed  def- 
rined  to  reign,  a  filence  then  only  interrupted  by  the  croaking  of  ra¬ 
vens,  or  the  fall  of  catara&s  from  their  tremendous  precipices ;  proved 
an  inaccefiible  barrier  to  the  Roman  armies,  and^fixed  the  limits  of 
their  empire.  Thefe  mountains,  however,  have  not  been  able  to 
rcRrain  the  enterprifing  fpirit  of  the  ^cots.  Among  them  they  have 
begun  to  build  towns  for  the  purpofe  of  extending  their  fiiheries,  and 
of  opening  up  new  fources  of  wealth  and  induRry  in  the  furrounding 
ocean.  *1  he  breed  of  cattle  and  (heep  has  been  carefully  improved. 
Premiums  are  inRituted  for  this  purpofe,  and  for  encouraging  the 
growth  of  flax,  and  manufaduring  of  wool.  Great  portions  of  bar¬ 
ren  land  have  been  inclofed,  and  planted  with  trees.  Every  meafum 
has  been  adopted  which  can  advance  hufbandry  or  commerce.  The 
nation,  roufed  after  a  long  period  of  torpid  idlenefs  and  (lavery» 
feems  to  be  adluated  by  one  fpirit,  that  of  induRry ;  a  fpirit  which  has 
begun  to  pervade  its  moR  Inaccefiible  wilds. 

•  This  rapid  progrefs  of  improvement  in  Scotland  muR  be  deemed 
the  more  extraordinary,  as  the  former  Rate  of  tliat  kingdom  feemed 
by  no  means  to  forebode  fo  happy  an  alteration.  Far  removed  from 
the  feat  of  govefninent,  it  pofieded  but  a  finall  ihare  of  cuculatir.g 
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calh,  which  is  the  fpring  of  bufinefs,  and  gives  energy  to  all  the 
efforts  of  commercial  nations.  A  great  portion  of  the  rents  of  its 
land  was  continually  drained  away  to  the  capital,  in  order  to  fupply 
the  neceffitics  of  the  proprietors,  who  were  invited  by  pleafure  or  bu- 
finefs  to  fpend  their  fortunes  in  that  luxurious  city.  It  would  be  un¬ 
juft,  therefore,  to  draw  any  inferences  unfavourable  to  the  Scdti 
from  the  apparent  inferiority  of  their  wealth .  That  can  only  become 
generally  diffufed  after  a  long  and  fuccefsful  application  to  trade. 

«  At  the  time  of  the  aceeflion  of  tlie  Stuarts  to  the  crown  of  Eng¬ 
land,  Scotland,  by  its  frequent  wars  with  that  potent  kingdom,  was 
comparatively  in  a  ftate  of.  barbarifm.  After  its  kings  Were  called 
to  the  government  of  a  more  opulent  country,  their  native  kingdom 
enjoyed,  under  them,  but  a  ftepfather’s  care.  MUled  by  the  repre- 
fentations  of  thofe  who  were  intruded  with  its  affairs,  and  adluated,  as 
they  unfortunately  were,  with  a  narrow  partiality  for  particular  modes 
of  worfhip,  that  family  laboured  at  innovations  in  the  effablifhed  re¬ 
ligion  of  Scotland.  They  irritated  the  clergy,  who,  in  their  turn* 
roofed  ^e  people  into  a  llate  of  wild  and  ungovernable  fanaticifm* 
which  the  good  fenfe  and  learning  of  fucceeding  times  have  never 
been  able  wholly  to  correft  ;  and  which,  inftead  of  allowing  them  td 
adopt  thofe  improvements  which  were  begun  in  England,  for  feveral 
ages  hardly  left  them  any  claim  to  be  coniidered  as  rational  beings. 
DefpiCng  every  neceffary  vocation  in  the  prefent  life,  under  a  pre¬ 
text  of  zeal  for  religion,  and  of  holy  preparation  for  the  next,  they 
were  continually  engaged  in  covenanting,  preaching,  canting,  and 
praying.  As  the  great  body  of  the  people  would  never  comply  with 
the  rites  of  the  epifcopal  worfhip,  they  were  prevented  from  publicly 
meeting  in  their  religious  houfes.  They  aflembled,  therefore,  in  con¬ 
venticles,  or  retired  to  the  woods,  and  vented  their  rage  againft 
government  in  prayers,  and  in  thofe  fplritual  fongs  w'hich  deferibed 
the  aiiiftions  of  David  when  perfccuted  by  his  enemies.  In  fuch 
ghoftly  exercifes  would  thefe  affemblies  continue  for^  feveral  days  to¬ 
gether.  Hence  that  gloomy,  xnorofe,  and  unfociable  air  which  has 
been  deemed  peculiar  to  the  natives  of  this  country.  Hence  too 
their  attachment  to  that  primitive  mode  of  teaching  religion  in  the 
field.  On  the  moft  folemn  feftival  of  their  religion  it  is  not  uncom¬ 
mon  for  feveral  thoufands  of  the  lower  pbople  to  affemble  together, 
in  order  to  hear,  for  a  whole  day,  the  extempore,  and,  as  they  be¬ 
lieve,  infpired  effufions  of  their  fpiritual  guides.  A  cuftom  a'p- 
pu'cntly  better  adapted  to  encourage  enthufiafm,  than  to  promote 
vittne;  more  fubverfive  of  decency,  than  conducive  to  induftry  or 
good  order. 

*  While  the  zeal  and  fanaticifm  ralfed  by  the  proteflant  leaders  m 
other  countries,  wh^rc  they  fet  up  the  flandard  of  revolt  againll  papal 
nfurpation,  have  been  allowed  gradually  to  fublide,  or  have  been  fub- 
dued  by  feafon ;  in  Scotland  they  ftill  burn  with  .almoff  meridian 
warmth ;  and,  amidft  all  the  learning  and  knowledge  which  difiin- 
gttilh  the  eighteenth  century,  its  clergy  are  ftill  (Sfputing  among 
themfclvCs  about  the  unintelligible  myllerics  of  faith,  with  all  the 
tancour  and  animolity  of  the  barbarous  ages.  The  fedls,  into  which 
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tbe  people  tre  divided,  are  almoft  as  numerous  as  the  counties,  aoj 
are  incenfed  againft  each  other  with  an  acrimony  which  the  power  of 
the  dvil  magiftratc,  or  the  dread  of  popery,  alone  can  reflrain.’ 

The  fame  fubje^  is  continued  through  the  following  letter,  ia 
which  the  author  dcfcribes  further  the  gloomy  religion  of  the 
Scots,  Ac  feverity  with  which  Aey  obferved  that  jo^ul  fejikcl 
Ac  Lord’s  day;  their  abfurd  prejudices  againft  the  Romanifts; 
Ac  ignorance  of  their  paftors ;  and  the  violence  with  which 
Acy  treat  all  opinions  but  their  own.  The  caufes  of  Aefc  laft 
circumftances  are  accurately  pointed  out;  and  the  Englilh 
reader  will  meet  witH  much  information  relative  to  the  ftate  of 
religion,  and  Ac  eftabliAment  in  Scotland,  from  Ae  perufalof 
Ais  well-informed  French  writer. 

The  next  letter  dcfcribes  the  clergy  as  a  body,  and  the  va- 
nous  inconveniencies  the  public  and  individuals  among  them- 
felves  feel  from  their  well-meant  but  ill-direfted  zeal.  The 
judicious  reader  will  eafily  perceive  in  this,  as  in  all  other  in- 
ftitutions,  that  moft  of  the  evils  are  derivable  from  human  wif- 
dom  attempting  firft  to  Aredl  what  were  better  left  to  the  oper. 
ation  of  fecond  caufes,  and  afterwards  by  maintaining  what  can 
neither  be  reconciled  to  policy  or  truth,  and  has  no  other  re- 
commendation  than  that  of  having  been  cftabliAed  in  the  days 
of  ignorance.  The  Scotch  hierarchy  has  every  polfitle  incon- 
veriicnee,  without  a  finglc  advantage.  It  gives  auAorityto 
abfurdities,  without  anypower  to  enforce  it,  or  any  encourage¬ 
ment  to  maintain  it.  ihus  all  Aat  is  left  for  its  advocates  is 
to  calumniate  Aeir  adverfaries,  and,  by  preferving  a  gloom  in* 
confiftent  wiA  that  cheerfulnefs  which  is  the  attendant  on  ge¬ 
nuine  Chriftianity,  to  make  the  ignorant  defpife  or  abufe  rdi- 
gi^n,  and  the  better-informed  become  hypocrites,  that  Aey  may 
not  ofFend  Ae  weaknefs  of  oAcrsv  Let  us  afk  why  we  accufc 
Ac  Indian  of  Worfhipping  Ac  devil  ?  What  is  that  fuperna- 
tural  being,  might  he  not  afk,  that  Ae  Chriftians  adore,  who 
delights  in  feeing  Aem  melancholy,  and  whofe  feftival  is  a  day 
of  penance,  mortification,  and  dulnefs  ?  If  Aeir  deity  is  to  be 
Aus  appeafed,  wherein  does  he  differ  from  ours  ? 

But  it  is  high  time  we  fbould  turn  from  Ais  pi^re  of  miferr,  j 
Ais  dreary  view  of  Ae  abfurdities  of  half^civilifed  man,  to  the 
profpeft  our  author  indulges  of  happier  days,  and  a  more  cn- 
fightened  race.  The  progrefs  of  Aefe  are  poirited  out  in  fo  in- 
^nious  a  manner^  and  from  fuch  rational  iridudionf,.as  evince 
a  mind  comprehenfive  and  difeernirig  rn  the  moft  valu  Ale  of  all 
inquiries  the  hiftory  of  human  pai&ons.  But  Ac  generous 
candour  with  which  be  admits  Ae  obligations  Scotland  owes 
to  her  fouAern  lifter,,  (hews  an  impartiAty  and  gratitude 
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make  us  willing  to  encourage  our  firft  opinioa  of  the  author*s 
country :  . 

*  As  it  was  not  from  a  principle  of  gcncrofity,  but  from  pride  and 
ambition,  that  the  barons  were  led  to  maintain  fo  many  followers,  the 
union  with  Kngland  no  fooner  gave  thofe  paflions  a  new  objeA  and 
diredion,  than  thefc  followers  were  univerfally  difmiflTed.  A  pair  of 
di^imond  buckles,  an  expenfive  equipage  or  piece  of  furniture,  con- 
fumed  the  revenue  which  formerly  had  maintained  fome  hundreds  of 
people.  Thefe  objeds  in  England  had  already  become  the  marks  of 
rank  and  dlilindion ;  and,  in  the  purchafe  of  thefe,  the  pride  of  the 
nobility  rendered  them  no  lefs  folicitous  than  they  had  formerly  been 
to  incrcafe  the  number  of  their  retainers.  In  human  nature,  the 
felfiih  paffions  are  commonly  Wronger  than  the  generous  propenfities. 
Expeofive  drefs,  and  the  luxuries  of  the  table,  therefore,  foon  found 
employment  for  all  the  wealth  which  the  fcanty  fortunes  of  the  Ca¬ 
ledonian  chiefs  coukl  afford.  After  the  union,  thefe  became  the 
marks  of  diftindion,  and  the  fafliionable  objefts  of  their  purfuit ;  and, 
in  the  acquifidon  of  thefe,  their  revenues  were  expended.  At  the 
fame  time,  this  was  not  the  only  caufe  of  that  fudden  dereliftion  of 
their  former  mode  of  life.  However  formidable  to  their  own  kings 
they  might  have  been,  they  durll  not  draw  upon  them  the  refentment 
of  a  Britiih  monarch  by  keeping  up  a  diforderly  retinue.  Their  mu¬ 
tual  hoftilities  he  feverely  puniihed  and  fuppreffed.  Thus  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  the  kingdom  was  fecured,  and  opportunity  afforded  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  arts  of  pe^ce. 

*  The  nobility  of  Scotland  are  perhaps  the  only  clafs  of  men  who 
have  caufe  to  complain  of  the  union  ;  an  event  which  dripped  them 
of  the  mod  didinguifiiing  privilege  of  nobility,  the  hereditary  right 
of  fitting  iii  the  legtflative  affembly,  and  which  at  once  feemed  to 
fink  their  order  into  a  level  with  the  commons,  of  whom  many  indi¬ 
viduals  far  furpaffed  them  in  wealth.  Deprived  of  any  immediate 
lharein  the  government  of  the  kingdom,  they  have  either  funk  into 
indolence  and  diffipation,-  or  they  exercife  in  the  chace  that  a£live 
fpirit  which  was  formerly  employed  in  defooying  their  fellow- 
creatures.  A  few  of  them  make  a  confpicuoiis  figure  in  the  Britiih 
fcnatc,  where  they  dill  appear  by  ref)refentatibn.  More  of  them  ap¬ 
ply  thcmfelves  to  the  improvement  of  their  e dates,  and,  at  their  fa- 
wily  feats,  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  rural  hofpitality.  Many  of  this  or- 
<lcr,  by  conver/ation,  reading,  or  travel,  arc  well  acquainted  with  the 
prefent  date  of  Europe.  Their  manners,  though  rei'erved,  arc  cor- 
reft  and  elegant.  Their  minds  intelligent  and  well  infor^ned,  render 
them  qualified  to  (ake  a  part  in  fociety,  both  ufeful  and  agreeable. 
They  are  all  entitled  to  great  approbation  for  having  been  able  to  ac¬ 
commodate  their  minds  to  fo  fudden  an  alteration  in  their  condidon, 
wd  for  having  fo  eafily  relinquifhed  their  petty  fovcrcignty,  and  be¬ 
come  dutiful  uibjefts.* 

After*  this  the  author  (hews  the  inconveniencics' that  arife 
from  the  ele^^n  of  members  in  the  counties^  by  the  remains 
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of  the  feudal  fyftem,  which  makes  fo  fmall  a  part  of  the  Un4 
freehold,  and  enables  the  freeholders  to  abufe  their  privileges, 
by  dividing  their  lands  for  elcftioncering  purpofes.  Here  too 
we  fee  the  inconvehicncies  of  all  temporifing  plans  of  reform. 
Inftcad  of  giving  the  copyholders  their  juft  privileges,  and  de- 
.ftroying  all  the  mifcrable  effects  of  the  feudal  fyftem  by  divid¬ 
ing  property  as  much  as  pollible,  an  oath  has  been  required  of 
•the  eleaors,  which  has  for  the  moft  part  no  other  effedt  than 
that  of  rendering  perjury  too  familiar  among  them,  or  of  giving 
the  worft  part  of  the  community  an  advantage  of  the  better  and 
the  more  confeientious.  This  introduces  a  view  of  the  deplor¬ 
able  ftate  of  reprefentations  in  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland, 
which,  as  it  is  likely  to  become  an  object  of  parliamentary  in- 
.quirj’,  we  (hall  lay  before  our  readers : 

*  The  royd  boroughs  of  Scotland,  by  the  ancient  conftitutionof 
that  kingdom,  had  a  right  to  fend  reprefentatives  to  parliameot. 
This  right,  though  much  limited  in  its  extent,  they  ftill  retain. 

'  Three,  four,  and  fometimes  five,  are  joined  in  choofing  a  member 

•  to  reprefent  them  in  the  lower  houfe.  To  the.eleftion  of  this  repre- 

•  fentativc  the  great  body  of  the  people  is  by  no  means  admitted ;  that 
privilege  is  confined  to  magillrates  and  a  council,  who  ele6t  them- 
iclves.  This  body  frequently  confifls  neither  of  the  moft  opulent  nor 
•rcfpcftable  members  of  the  borough.  It  fometimes  happens  that 

thefe  men  have  no  property  in  it  at  all ;  and  their  intcreft  is,  or  ap. 

•  pears  to  thcmfclvcs  to  be,  very  different  from  that  of  the  commu- 
.  nity  over  which  they  prefide.  Their  education  and  circumftances 
.  hardly  place  them  above  avowing  corruption.  They  confer  a  feat  in 
« parliament  commonly  on  the  moft  opulent  candidate ;  or  on  him  >vho 

is  moft  difpofed  to  ufe  that  kind  of  argument  which  alone  they 
under  ftand. 

‘  Thus  the  great  body  of  the  people  in  Scotland  is  excluded  from 
all  concern  in  the  legiflature ;  the  idea  of  an  equal  reprefentation  is 

•  here  far  from  being  rcalifed.  The  parliamentary  influence  of  the 
.•boroughs  has  long  been  confidered  as  the  property  of  the  noblemen 

or  wealthy  commoners  in  their  neighbourho^ ;  and  they  confer  it 

•  on  thofe  who  are  moft  likely  faithfully  to  ferve  their  intcrefts.  A  re- 
.  form  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  has  long  been  a  favourite 

•  topic  of  patriotic  eloquence.  What  will  probably  be  followed  with 
-  more  decifive  effe^l,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Scottifti  boroughs  them* 

•  felves  have,  in  part,  uken  up,  the  idea  of  reforming  their  internal 
government,  by  claiming  the  election  of  their  own  magiftrates,  aod 

.  rendering  them  amenable  for  their  adminiftration . .  This  fubjeft 
.  frequently  been  difeuffed  by  their  delegates  in  an  annual  meeting; 
by  them  it  has  already  been  fubmitted  to  the  confideratlon  of  the 
parliament.  They  or  their  pofterity  will  perhaps  fee  the  governoft 
.  of  their  borpughs  eledled  by  the  inhabitants,  and  made  accounub'e 
for  dheir  management*  Thus,  enlivened  by  the  energy  of  frecdoni 

frei 
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frcfli  flioots  of  liberty  will  perhaps  be  beheld  to  fpring  from  thofe 
trunks  that  have  long  been  coniidered  as  politically  rotten. 

«  From  the  ilu^uating  nature  of  commerce  and  manofadures^  it  Is 
Impoffiblc  that  the  reprefentation  of  towns  can  long  remain  equal* 
This  part  of  the  Britifh  conftitution,  from  the  nature  of  things^  mull 
fUnd  in  need  of  repair.  Some  towns,  originally,  of  importance,  have 
long  fince  fallen  into  decay ;  while  others,  too  infignificant  to  be 
formerly  comprehended  in  the  political  fyftem,  are  now  opulent  and 
populous.  It  is  a^ matter  of  delicate  difcuflion,  how  far  it  js  expe¬ 
dient  to  admit  the  whole  body  of  inhabitants  in  any  town  to  the 
elcftion  of  its  reprefentatives.  The  riot  and  idlenels  that  it  would 
occafion,  it  is  alledged,  mud  prove  pernicious  to  induftry.  In  con¬ 
firmation  of  this  it  is  faid,  that  thofe  towns  which  in  England  fend 
reprefentatives  to  parliament,  are  vilibly  the  moll  idle  and  languilh- 
ing  in  trade.  This  fubjedl  I  lhall  not  attempt  to  difeufs  within  the 
narrow  limits  of  a  letter.  It  is  fufficient  to  ooferve,  tliat  this  fa6l  is 
by  no  means  fully  edablilhed ;  and,  although  it  were  afeertained, 
that,  in  point  of  wealth,  they  might  fuffer;  it  might  Hill  he  affirmed,* 
that  liberty  is  better  than  gold. 

*  Although  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  of  Scotland  were 
equally  conHituted,  *  yet  it  is  far  from  being  adequate,  in  extent,  to 
that  of  the  Engliih  nation :  the  former  kingdom,  which  contains  per¬ 
haps  not  lefs  than  two  millions  of  people,  poITefres  not  a  twelfth  (hare 
of  the  legiflature  of  Britain.  A  perfect  reprefentation  of  the  people’ 
‘implies,  in  its  choice,  the  voice  of  every  member  of  the  community. 
An  equal  one  mud  be  proportioned  to  the  numbers  and  wealth  of  the 
inhabitants.  A  free  government  is  a  complicated  machine,  every 
part  of  which  mud  be  well  poifed  and  adjuded,  otherwife  its  jarring 
movements  mud  foon  operate  its  own  dedrudion.  A  legiflature, 
neither  unequally  conftituted,  nor  partially  or  unfairly  chofen,  may 
Hill  be  under  undue  influence  after  its  eledlion.  Frequent  parlia¬ 
ments,  therefore,  are  necefTary  to  fupport  the  freedom  of  the  date, 
and  (upply,  in  fome  degree,  the  want  of  virtue  in  their  own  members, 
flagrani  venality,  and  open  defertion  of  the  int'efeds  of  the  people, 
can  thus  only  be  feafonably  corredled.  The  eleftors  are  thus  able  to 
poniih  the  mifeondudt  of  a  candidate  who  has  betrayed  them,  by  re¬ 
ading  his  folicitations,  and  deferting  his  interelt,  in  their  turn, 
jfor  ihcfe  reafons  I  hope  I  fhall  never  witnefs  feptennial  aflemblies. 
|fflablilhcd  in  France*  Such  a  length  of  time  makes  the  office  of  a 
^cpiefontative  of  too  much  confequence  to  hlmfelf;  and,  in  propor> 
^ouas  it  becomes  fo,  it  will  become  ufelefs  to  Irs  coniUtuents.  In 
l^ngland  the  ruinous  meafures,  that  were  fo  obdinatcly  purfueci  ilur* 
Qg  the  late  war  with  America,  roufed  the  attention  of  die  nation  to 
ftate  of  its  reprefentativewS,  who  feemed  fo  little  fcnfible  of  the 
^rings  which  it  endured.  Now  that  it  is  relieved  from  that  cala¬ 
mitous  enterprife,  all  idea  of  a  reform  in  its  reprefentation  fecins 
0  be  laid  afide.* 

It  is  with  much  regret  we  cannot .prefent  to  our  readers, 
onger  e^tradls  of  this  valuable  performance.  But  were  we  to. 

S3*  quote’ 
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quote  every  thing  intcrcfting,  wc  (hould  fcarce  leave  a  lint  be* 
hind.  This  is  all  we  fay  in  recommendation  of  a  work  which  it 
becomes  every  Briton  to  make  a  part  of  his  librar^s  and  which 
no  Scotchman,  who  wiiHes  well  to  the  beft  interefts  of  his  coun. 
try,  can  fail  to  perufe  with  pleafure. 

The  remainder  of  the  letters  exhibits  a  view  of  the  judicial 
eftablUhment  of  Scotland,  and  an  hiftorical  account  of  it,  with 
juft  remarks  on  its  prefent' defers— the  .ftate  of  agriculture  and 
the  arts,  and  the  means  by  which  only  they  can  be  brought  to 

gjrfediion— ftate  of  literature.  The  probable  progrefs  of  the 
ritifh  conftitutlon,  and  its  fair  claim .  to  freedom.  The  im. 
probability  of  the  Englilh  imitating  the  French  in  their  reform, 
at  leaft  for  fome  time — ^the  caufes  of  this — the  whole  concluding 
with  fome  pdicious  remarks,  comprehending  moil  of  the  fub« 
je£ls  difculTed  in  the  work. 


Art.  VIII.  Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and  Phiiofophicnl  Socleij  of 
ManebeJIer.  VoU  III.  8vo.  7s.  boards.  ‘Cadell,  Lon¬ 
don.  1790. 

^l^HE  firft  article  in  the  prelent  volume  is,  An  Inquiry  into 
**  the  Principles  and  Limits  of  Taxation,  as  a  Branch  of 
Moral  and  Political  Philofophy.  By  Thomas  Percival,  M.  D. 

R.  S.  &c.— -In  experimental,  and  other  branches  of  philofo¬ 
phy,  we  have  often  received  great  fatisfa£lion  from  the  invefti- 
gations  of  this  ingenious  author,  whom  we  now  meet  with  equal 
pleafure  in  the  field  of  political  inquiry.  He  fets  out  with  ob- 
ferving,  that  man  has  a  natural  right  to  life,  liberty,  and  pro- 
perty;  that  an  attack  upon  his  life  or  liberty  will  juftify  a  man, 
in  the  defence  of  them,  even  to  the  deprivation  of  the  life  or  li¬ 
berty  of  his  enemy ;  and  that  the  invafion  of  his  property  will 
warrant  his  making  reprifals  on  the  property  of  the  invader. 
Such  are  the  privileges  eftablilhed  upon  the  principles  of  ab* 
ftrad  right ;  but,  with  regard  to  the  cxercife  of  them,  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  that  there  fhould  be  a  limitation  in.pradlice.  The 
foundation  of  this  rcftri£tion  our  author  next  proceeds  to  ex¬ 
plain,  and  in  a  manner  equally  clear  and  concife.  He  remarlq 
that  the  ability  of  an  individual  would  frequently  be  inadequate 
to  the  defence  or  protedlion  of  his  rights;  nor  could  he  judge 
with  impartiality  concerning  the  punifliment  due  to  the  viola¬ 
tion  of  them.  In  a  ftate  of  focicty,  therefore,  individuals  gi 
up  to  the  civil  magiftrate,  as  their  reprefentative,  the  right 
proteftion  and  punifhment.  This  right  becomes  a  public  on^ 
and  is  to  be  defended  by  the  colleeftive  power,  and  united  cx 
I^nce,  of  the  community.  From  thefe  principles  flow  the  du 


Mannrt  of  the  Literary  Society  cf  Manchejitr, 

of  all^****ce,  the  authority  of  laws,  and  the  claims  revenue  t 
which  ate  feverally  illuftrated  by  Dr.  Percival  witli  great  per- 
{picuicy,  and  many  pertinent  ob&rvations  on  the  Britifh  go> 
vcriuncnt* 

Art.  II.  Of  Popular  IlluHons,  and  particularly  of  Medical 
Demonology.  By  John  Ferriar,  M.  D.— The  il]ufions  here 
treated  of  arc^  dreams,  omens,  and  other  fanciful  impreifions, 
the  offspring  of  fupcrftition  and  ignorance.  He  obferves  that 
the  attention  of  the  ancients  to  omens,  in  their  military  expedi* 
tions,  was  minute  and  conftant,  nor  could  any  neglect  of  them 
be  calily  forgiven.  Inffance^  in  fupport  of  this  remark,  occur 
in  almoft  every  page  of  ancient  hiftoryj  of  which  the  follow¬ 
ing  may  ferve  as  an  example :  When  the  Athenian  fket  was 
quitting  the  harbour,  to  attack  the  Corcyrians,  the  pilot  hap. 
pened  to  hear  one  of  the  rowers  fneeze,  by  which  he  was  fo 
much  intimidated,  that  he  ordered  the  fignal  to  be  given  for  re¬ 
turning  to  their  ftation,  as  if  they  had  weighed  anchor  inau- 
fpicioufly;  and  they  would  have  accordingly  returned,  had  not 
their  commander,  Timotheus,  quickly  exclaimed,  ‘  Do  you 
<  wonder  that  of  fo  many  thoufands,  one  man  fhould  be  troubled 
*  with  a  defluxion 


The  Cartefiian  philofophy,  though  founded  in  hypothetical 
principles,  feems  indeed  to  have  contributed  not  a  little  towards 
abolilbing  fuperftitious  opinions  refpe^ling  medicine,  at  that 
time  fo  prevalent  over  Europe.  It  admitted  the  influence  of 
fome  of  foe  planetary  bodies  on  the  human  frame,  as  for  as  they 
could  be  fuppofed  to  afFedI  foe  ftate  of  the  atmofphere ;  but  de« 
nied  the  efFe<5f  of  their  afpedfs. 

The  author  of  this  paper,  which  will  prove  intereftihg  to  foe. 
curiofity  of  many  readers,  gives  a  concife  account  of  various 
fuperftitions  which  have  fublifted_  in  the  world,  and  fome  of 
which  all  foe  light  of  increafing  knowledge  has  not  yet  beeii  able 
to  extinguifh.  But  we  (hall  content  ourfelves  with  infertiiig 
one  fhort  obfervation  on  this  fubjedf : 

*  Addifon’s  and  Blackftone’s  faith  in  apparitions  was  gratuitous, 
ind  perhaps  more  ridiculous  than  that  of  the  ftoutefl  demonologifls, 
Thwc  great  men  believed  the  poflibility,  and  even  the  reality,  of 
fuch  phenomena,  without  crediting  any  particular  inflance.  Upon 
this  plan  there  is  nothing  incredible.  Rejeft  the  evidence  of  others, 
wd  our  own  inexperience,  as  unneceflary  to  influence  our  belief,  and 
what  principle  remains  to  determine  us 

Art.  III.  Letter  on  Attrafrion  and  Repulfion.  By  the  Rev, 
Mr.  Bennet,  Curate  of  Wirkworth. — ^The  author  obferves,  that 
Jdic  waving  motion  of  oil  and  water,  contained  in  a  glafs  fuf- 
and  vibrated  in  firings,  may '  be  accounted  for  without 
I  S  4  confldering 
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confidering  any  repulfion  or  difference  of  gravity  between  the 
two  fluids.  To  prow  whether  a  greater  difference  of  fpccific 
weight  would  increafe  the  motion,  he  tried  quickfilver  and 
water,  and  found  that  in  this  cafe  no  waving  motion  was  per- 
ceptible.  He  then  tried  milk  and  water,  the  weights  of  which 
are  nearly  alike  j  alfo  water  tinged  with  cochineal  at  the  bottom, 
and  clear  wrater  above ;  and  obferved  that  the  motion  in  thefe 
was  at  Itidl  as  great  as  that  of  the  oil  and  water.  From  thefe 
and  other  experiments  Mr.  Bennet  concludes  that  the  waving 
fnodon  is  produced  by  the  difference  of  velocity  of  the  lower 
and  higher  parts  of  the  fluid,  the  higher  endeavouring  to  return 
fooner  than  the  lower.  With  regard  to  repulfion,  the  author 
tnakes  two  obfervations,  perhaps  not  generally  attended  to, 

*  Drops  of  water,'  he  fays,  ‘  rolling  over  the  leaves  of  cole- 
‘  wort,  are  prevented  from  adhering  to  the  furface  by  a  blue 
‘  powder,  which  covers  the  leaves  of  that  and  various  other 

plants ;  for,,  if  the  powder  be  wiped  off,  the  water  will  ad- 

*  here.  The  leaves  of  honey fuckles  and  barberry- trees  are  blue 
^  on  pne  fidp  only,  and  the  water  adheres  to  the  green  fide,  and 
^  not  to  the  blue.' 

Art.  IV.  Effay  on  the  Dramatic  Writings  of  Maflinger. 
By  John  Ferriar,  M.  D. — Maflinger  was  undoubtedly  a  dra- 
matic  writer  of  great  genius;  and  were  it  not  for  the  tran. 
feendent  'fame  of,  Shakfpeare,  which  has  eclipfed  that  of  every 
other  contemporary  poet, .  he  muff  have  flood  much  higher  in 
the  opinion  pf  pofterity.than  he  ever  appears  to  have  done.  The 
author  of  the^  eflay  endeavours  to  vindicate  the  reputation  of 
MalTinger  frorri  its  unmerited  oblivion,  by  many  judicious  ob¬ 
fervations,.  fome  of  which,  on  particular  parts  of  the  poet’s 
works,  arp  extended  to  confiderable  length.  ‘  The  intereft  of 
f  hjs  pjece^'  fays  Drt  Ferriar,  ^  is,  for  the  moft  part,  ftron; 
^  and  well  defined ;  the  ftory,  though  worked  up  to  a  ftudied 
^  intricacy,  is,  in  genera),  rcfolved  with  as  much  eafe  and  pro- 

*  bability  as  its  nature  will  permit ;  attention  is  never  difgufted 

*  by  anticipation,  nor  tortured  with  unneceflary  delay . 

^  When  we  compare  Maflinger  with  the  other  dramatic  writers 
‘  of  his  age,  we  cannot  long  hefitate  where  to  place  Him.  More 
<  natural  in  his  cbara6ters,  and  more  poetic^  in  his  diction, 

*  than  Johnfon  pr  psurtwrjght,  more  elevated  aiid  nervous  thaa 
^  Fletcher,  the  only  writers  who  can  bp  fupppfed  to  conteft  his 
?  pre-eminence,  Maflinger  ranks  immediately  under  Shakfpeart 
f  himfelf'  While  the  author  of  the  effay  appears  to  be  a  warm 
admirer  of  the  excellencies,  •  he  is  not  blind  to  the.  blemiflies,  c. 
Maflinger;  and,  upon  the  whole,  he  delineates  the  literarj 
chara£ber  of  that  dramatifl  with  judgment  and  fidelity. 

'  '  '  ‘  '  ■  An 
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Art.  Obfervations  on  the  Bills  of  Mortality  for  the 
Towtis  of  Mancheftcr  and  Salford.  By  Thomas  Henry,  F.  R.  S. 
In  the  year  1757  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  contiguous  towns  were 
calculated  at  19^839 ;  but,  from  the  obfervations  before  us,  it  is 
fuppofed  that  they  now  amount  to  a  number  little  fliort  of  50,000. 
During  the  three  laft  years,  the  number  of  chriftenings  has  been 
much  augmented  ;  but,  on  account  of  a  contagious  fever,  which 
has  proved  very  deftruftive,  the  lift  of  burials,  when  compared 
with  thofe  of  the  three  preceding  years,  is  more  than  propor- 
tionably  enlarged.  Mr.  Henry  informs  us,  that,  from  the  ftate 
of  population' in  the  neighbouring  parifti  of  Eccles,  where  the 
bills  of  mortality  are  kept  with  an  exemplary  degree  of  accu¬ 
racy,  the  increafe  of  the  adjacent  country  keeps  pace  with  that 
of  the  town.  In  the  year  1776  the  number  of  inhabitants  was 
7936,  and  in  the  year  1785,  10,522;  fo  that  in  nine  years 
there  has  been  an  addition  of  2586  perfons.  He  adds,  that,  if 
the  obfervation  of  the  fenfes  may  be  trufted,  the  increafe  has 
been  at  leaft  equal  in  moft  of  the  pariflies  to  which  the  manu- 
feftory  extends.  This  affords  a  ftrong  proof  how  much  manu- 
&ftories  promote  the  population  of  a  country;  and  that  they 
conduce  no  lefs  to  the  improvement  of  ufeful  and  ornamental 
learning,  we  have  likewife  an  example  in  the  memoirs* of  the 
I  fociety  now  under  confidera’tion. 

Art.  VI.  Conjedlures  relative  to  the  Caufe  of  the  Increafe 
of  Weight  acquired  by  fomc  heated  Bodies  ,  during  cooling.  By 
Thoma^  Henry,  Junior. — Many  experiments  have  been  made 
to  afeertain  whether  the  weight  of  bodies  be  increafed  by  the 
addition  of  aftual  heat.  M.  Buffon  afferted  the  affirmative  of 
this  propofition ;  but  it  is  probable  that  there  was  fome  fallacy 
in  his  experiment,  as  it  direftly  contradicts  the  refults  both  of 
the  experiments  made  by  Dr.  Roebuck,  arul  of  thofe  made  by 
Mr.  Whitehurft,  which  appear  to  have  been  accurately  con- 

1^  iftcd.  Mr.  Henry  makes  fome  very  ingenious  obfervations 
1  the  experiments  which  have  been  ihftituted  for  determining 
is  problem ;  and  he  fuggefts  the  propriety  of  weighing  the 
)dy  in  vacuo,  to  be  enabled  to  form  any  certain  conclufion  on 
c  fubjed. 

Art.  VII.  Remarks  on  the  Floating  of  Cork  Balls  in  Water, 
y  Mr.  Banks,  Le£Iurer  in  Natural  Philofophy.— The  follow- 
ig  Ample  experiments,  made  in  a  veffel  of  glafs  or  earthen  ware 
re  or  fix  inches  in  diameter,  form  the  fubjedt  of  the  author’s 
Nervations  in  this  paper: 

•  ^periment  I.  If  a  clean  cork  be  wet,  and  placed  about  one 
ch  from  the  fide  of  the  containing  veffel,  it  will  approach  the  fide 
ith  an  accelerated  motion. 

^  Experiment 
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'  Experiment  II.  If  two  corks  be  placed  about  an  inch  from  mdi 
other,  and  at  a  fufiicient  diftance  from  the  fide,  they  approach  cack 
Other  in  the  lame  manner. 

*  Experiment  III.  ^  Pour  water  into  the  velTel  till  it  is  rather  higker 
than  the  brim ;  place  the  cork  clofe  by  the  fide,  and  it  recedes  witk 
a  retarded  motion. 

•  Experiment  IV.  Sink  a  piece  of  metal  in  the  centre  of  the 
Tcffel,  lb  that  the  top  thereof  may  be  above  the  fnrfacc  of  the  water 
the  cork,  placed  at  a  proper  diftance,  will  approach  it. 

.  *  Experiment  V.  Ksui'e  the  water  until  tlie  metal  is  covered,  and 
the  cork  will  remain  at  reft  at  any  diftance  from  the  metal. 

*  In  all  the  experiments  the  water  which  furrounds  the  balls  is  ele. 
▼ated  by  capillary  attradion,  as  alfo  by  the  fide  of  the  conuinbg 
¥eli*el»  excepting  in  experiment  Ilf. 

•  Experiment  VI.  Pieces. of  dry  cork,  or  painted  balls,  placed 
^ntly  on  water,  and  near  each  other,  alfo  approach  each  other ;  but 
u  one  is  placed  near  the  fide  of  the  containing  vefifel,  adjoinbg  to 
which  the  water  is  elevated,  it  will  recede.’ 

Mr.  Banks  does  not  imagine  that  thefe  experiments  arc  of 
fufiicient  weight  to  prove  inconteftibly  that  the  phenomena  arc 
not  owing  to  attra(^ion  ;  but  his  own  opinion  is,  that  the  true 
caufe  of  them  has  been  long  iince  explained,  upon  hydroftatical 
principles,  ^by  Gravefande  and  others ;  and  we  Ihould  join  with 
him  in  adopting  that  mode  of  folution.  * 

Art.  VIII.  Cafe  of  a  Perfon  becoming  Ihort-fighted  in  ad 
Tanced  Age.  By, Thorny  Henry,  F.K.  S. — A  gentleman, 
contrary  to  what  ufually  happens  to  'men  as  they  advance  in  life, 
was,  at  the  age  of  fifty,  become  fhort-fighted ;  though,  when 
younger,  his  eyes  had  not  that  fault ;  and  who,  inftead  of  being 
obliged  to  ,ufe  convex  glafles,  had  found  it  necefiary  to  employ 
thofe  of  the  c^pofite  conftrudlion,  and  to  procure  them  ilill 
more  epneave  the  older  he  grew.  'This  change  in  his  fight,  he 
informed, Mr.  Henry,  he  firfl:  obferved  after  having,  for  fomc 
.time,  accuftomed  himfelf  to  read'  a  book,  printed  in  a  fmall 
charac^r,  frequently  in  the  clofe  of  the  evening,  when  the  light 
was  nqt.fiivourable  for  that  purpofe.  Mr.  Henry  has  recited 
this  as  4t  may  ferve  to  confirm  the  propriety  of  a  dochinc 
which  he  reniembers  to  have  heard  mentioned  in  the  Mancheftcr 
3Qciely,. relative  to, a  method  which  had  been  recommended, 
but  wterp  or  by  whom  he  does  not  recoiled,  of  preventing  the 
neceflityft  of  .ufing'  fpeilacles  in  advanced  age.  The  method 
jn  the  pradrice  of  reading  a  very  (mall  print  by  the 
light  of  a  fmall  candle.  By  this  means,  the  humours  of  the  eye 
being  protruded,  the  cryft^inc  lens  was  fuppofed  to  be  hin¬ 
dered  from  lofing  its  convex  form^  and  aflTuming  that  flatnefe 
which  it  .'acquires  in  old  perfons. 
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Art  IX»  An  Account  of  the  Progrefs  of  Populationi  Agri¬ 
culture,  Mannerb,  and  Governmenr,  in  Pcnnlylvania.  In  a 
Letter  from  Benjamin  Rulh,  M,  D.— Dr,  Ru(b  ap^ars  to  give  , 

faithful  defcription  of  the  manner  of  fettling  a  new  country;  ' 
and  his  account  is  the  more  interefting,  as  it  affords  a  view 
the  gradual  progrefs  of  the  human  mind  from  a  favage  Rate  to 
that  of  civilifation.  He  thus  recapitulates  his  obfefvations.oit 
the  fabjedl: : 

<  The  firft  fettler  is  nearly  related  to  an  Indian  in  his  manners.  Id 
the  fecond,  the  Indian  manners  are  more  diluted.  It  is  in  the  third 
fpecics  only  that  we  behold  civilifation  completed.  It  is  to  the  third 
fpccicsof  fettlers  only  that  it  is  proper  to  apply  the  term  of  farmers. 
While  we  record  the  vices  of  the  firll  and  fecond  fettlers,  it  is  but  juft 
to  mention  their  virtues  likewife.  Their  mutUHi  wants  produce  mu¬ 
tual  dependence :  hence  they  are  kind  and  friendly  to  each  othen 
Their  folitary  fituation  makes  viAtors  agreeable  to  them  :  hence  they 
arc  hofpitable  to  ftrangers.  Their  want  of  money  (for  they  raife 
but  little  more  than  is  ncceAary  to  fupport  their  families)  has  made  it 
seceflary  for  them  to  aAbciate  for  the  purpofes  of  building  houfes^ 
cuttbg  their  grain,  and  the  like;  this  they  do  in  turns  for  each 
other,  without  any  other  pay  than  the  pleafures  which  ufually  attend 
a  country  frolic.  Perhaps  what  I  have  called  virtues  are  rather  qua^ 
lines  arlfine  from  neceffity,  and  the  peculiar  ftate  of  focieiy  in  which 
thefe  peo^e  live.  Virtue  fhould  in  all  cafes  be  the  offspring  of 
principle.* 

.  Art.  X.  A  Phyfical  Inquiry  into  the  Powers  and  Operation 
of  Medicines.  By  Thomas  Percival,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S. — Dr. 
Pcrcival  has  formerly  treated  of  this  fubjecl  in  his  eflayf,  and  he 
now  offers  fome  obiervations  on  the  opinions  at  prefenjt  main-f 
I  tained  in  the  fchools  of  medicine.  He  endeavours  to  ihew,  by 
various  arguments,  firft,  that  medicines  myr  a£f  on  the  human 
body  by  an  immediate  and  peculiar  impreffion  on  the  ftomach 
and  bowels,  mther  in  their  propeFform,  in  a  (fate  of  decompo- 
fition,  or  by  new  powers  .acquired  from  combination,  or  a 
change  in  the  arrangement  of  their  parts.  Secondly,  that  me¬ 
dicines  may  pafs  into  the  courfe  of  circulation;  and,  being 
conveyed  to  different  and  diftant  parts,  may  exert  certain  ap¬ 
propriate  energies.  Thirdly,  that  medicines  introduced  into 
the  courfe  of  circulation,  may  affeft  the  general^  conAitution  of 
the  Auids,  produce  changes  in  their  particular  qualities,  fuperadd 
new  ones,  or  counteraft  the  morbific  matter  with  which  they 
may  be  occafionally  charged.  In  the  difeuffion  of  thefe  doc-  . 
trines  the  author  makes  many  ingenious  and  pertinent  remarks; 
but  the  conclufion  of  the  fubje^  is  deferred  to  a  future  fpecu- 
lation. 

Art.  XI.  Obfervations  concerning  the  Vital  Principle.  By 
John  Fcrriar,  M.  D.— As  the  dodrinc  of  the  vital  principle 
4  may 
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ma^  lead  to  die  re-eftabli{hment  of  fome  theoretical  opinions 
which  have  bccnfalready  exploded.  Dr.  Ferriar  juftly  confiders 


placing 


ftrongeft  light,  the  author 


Concludes  with  obferving,  that  while  fo  many  doubts  occur  rc 
fpe£ting  the  proof  of  a  vital  principle,  and  while  the  fuppofition 
includes  fo  many  difficulties,  in  its  own  nature,  it  is  ^lowab! 
to  fufpend  our  judgment  on  the  fubjeft  till  more  convincing 
proofs  of  its  cxiftence  fhall  appear  than  have  as  yet  been  offered 
to  die  public. 

Art.  Xli.  On  the  comparative  Excellence  of  the  Sciences 
and  Arts.  By  Mr.  William  Rofeoe. — The  author  of  this  paper 
obferves,  that  as  the  mental  faculties  may  be  improved  by  exer. 
cife,  fo  they  may  be  injured  by  negleft  j  and  it  is  therefore  the 
duty  of  cfvery  rational  being  to  make  this  improvement  the  firli 
objeft  of  his  care.  But  in  doing  fo,  we  flioukl  firft  inquire  bj 
what  means  we  may  beft  attain  this  important  end ;  and  as  the 
faculties  abovementioned  can  only  be  cultivated  by  the  aflift. 
ance  of  the  fciences  and  arts,  it  becomes  of  great  confequence 
to  afeertain  what  particular  branch  of  fciencc  or  of  art  is  moft 
defending  of  our  attention,  before  we  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  at- 
trafted  by  other  lefs  important  inveftigation's,  which  may  acci- 
dentally  prefent  thcmfclvcs  to  our  view.  Thofe  ftiidies  which 
have  an  immediate  reference  to  the  moral  duties  of  life,  he  very 
juftly  confiders  as  meriting  the  moft  attentive  inquiry; 
after  them,  the  ftudy  of  the  works  of  nature,  as  enabling  the 
mind  to  form  proper  ideas  of  the  attributes  and  perfedions  of  th 
great  Creator.  The  author,  in  the  profecution  of  his  fubjecl, 
makes  many  fenfible  obfervations,  from  which  we  feled  the  fol¬ 
lowing  ‘  as  an  inftance  of  the  amiable  philofophy  he 

inculcates: 

«  Nor  le^  it  be  thought  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  philofopher  to 
examine  th^  laws  that  fubfifi  between  man  and  the  inferior  animals  of 
the  creation ;  a  fubjcdl  yet  but  flightly  touched  on,  though  highly 
deferving'of  further  inquiry.  That  afts  of  injullice  may  be,  and  too 
frequently  are  exerdfed  upon  them,  cannot  be  doubted;  and  if  fo, 
the  neceffity  of  (bme  regulations,  in  this  refped,  is  the  immediate 
confequence  of  fuch  conceflion.  A  right  of  property,  according  to 
the  prtfent  fyftem  of  things,  includes  alfo  a  right  to  torment,  to  nic* 
tihte,  and  to  kill  ;  to  weary  out  nature  by  repeated  fufferings ;  or  to 
deftroy  at  once  chat  vital  fpark,  the  immolate  gift  of  the  Divinity, 
which,  when  once  extinguiihed,  no  human  power  can  r'eflore:  but  it 
is  to  be  hoped  this  may  not  arife  fo  much  firom  a  ferocity  and  wan 
ton  propenfity  to  cruelty  in  the  human  mind,  as  from  a  too  preva 
knt  idea  that  there  are  no  mutual  rights  bcr*veen  man  and  the  bru:j 
fjrea^n  ;  abfolute  property  being  veiled  in  the  one,  and  unlimiu 

refignatic 
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^ggtjation  the  lot  of  the  other;  To  counteract  this  falfe  and  Inju¬ 
rious  opinion^  neither  moral  injundllons,  nor  political  regulations, 
fhould  be  wanting ;  nor  can  the  powers  of  the  mind  be  more  honour* 
ably  exerted,  than  in  preventing  the  unneceffary  extenfion  of*  actual 
pain  in  the  univerfe  ;  or  in  pleading  the  caufe  of  that  cbfs  of  beings 
to  whom  Nature,  though  (he  gave  capacity  of  pain,  denied  the  power 
of  rcmonlh-ating  againft  their  fufFerings/  f 

Art.  XIII.  On  the  Cretins  of  the  Vallais.  By  Sir  Richard 
Clayton,  Bart. — ^The  Cretins  are  a  race  of  people  peculiarly 
formed  by  nature  with  refped  to  body  and  mind.  In  point  of 
ftature,  four  feet  and  a  hdf  is  the  ftandard  they  reach  in  gene¬ 
ral;  and  it  is  feldom  exceeded  more  than  a  few -inches.  Their 
countenances  are  pale,  wan,  and  livid,  with  wide  mouths,  and 
the  tongue  and  lips  uncommonl v  thick  and  large.  Every  mental 
faculty  in  them  appears  to  be  oenumbed  5  but  in  this  there  arc 
different  gradations,  from  total  intelle£hial  darknefs.and  a  faint 
glimmering  of  underftanding.  The  diftrift  in  which  they  arc 
found  is  part  of  the  Lower  Vallais,  confiftlng  of  about  thirty 
miles  in  length,  and  eight  in  breadth.  .  Round  Sion  they  arc 
very  numerous,  but  moft  fo  between  the  bridges  of  St.  Maurice 
and  Ride.  The  atmofphere  of  the  country  is  extreipcly  un- 
wholefome,  and  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  chief  caufe  of  their  pecu¬ 
liarities.  They  die  regularly  young,  and  there  are  no  inftances 
of  their  arriving  at  the  advanced  period  of  human  life. 

Art.  XIV.  A  Defeription  of  the  Eye  of  the  Seal.  By  Mr. 
Hey,  of  Leeds.-^It  has  generally  been  aiTerted  by  naturalifts, 
that  the  eyes  of  the  feal  and  porcupine  are  differently  formed 
from  thofe  of  other  animals ;  having  the  optic  nerve  inferted  in 
the  axis  of  the  pupil.  To  afeertain  the  truth  of  this  ^alfertioii 
is  the  author’s  objeft  in  the  prefent  inquiry.  He  procured^two 
e)Ts  of  a  feal,  caught  in  the  North  Seas,  and  which^were  pre- 
ferved  for  his  ufe  in  rum,  after  being  deprived  of  the  adipofe 
membrane  and  mufcles.  The  form  of  the  eye,  in  this  ftatc,  was 
quite  globular,  meafuring  three  inches  and  three  q^uarWrs  in 
Krcumference.  The  Iclerotis  was  rather  thinner  than  that  "of  a 
■heep;  but  dimlnifhed  gradually,  as  is  ufual,  frpm  the  pofterior' 
ftart  of  the  eye  to  its  jumSion  with  the  ciliary  ligame^ntt  ^  From 
■he  great  breadth  of  this  ligament,  which  meafured  a  quarter  of 
^  inch,  the  thinned  part  of  the  iclerotis  was  not  contiguous  to 
■he  cornea,  as  in  the  human  and  (beep’s  eye,  but  furrounded  the 
fciddle  of  the  eye ;  fo  that  the  outer  membrane,  or  coat,  grew 
Brft  gradually  thinner  to  the  middle  of  the  eye,  and  then  became 
Biddenly  thick,  continuing  to  its  jundlion  with  the  cornea. 
B^e  cornea  was  horizontally  oblong,  tlic  vertical  diameter  about 
75th  of  an  inch,  while  the  horizontal  was  85.  The  choroid 
Boat  adhered  firmly  to  the  fclero  tis,  and  was  black  on  its  pofterior 
I  furface, 
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furface,  but  grey  on  its  anterior.  The  iris  was  black  on  beth 
its  furfaces,  and  was  evidently  a  continuation,  of  the  rhoroides. 
The  pupil  was  remarkably  fmall,  forming  an  aperture  no  larger 
than  might  be  made  by  the  puncture  of  a  middle  iiaed  pin. 
firare  of  the  pupil,  before  the  iris  had  been  touched,  was  that 
of  an  equilateral  triangle.  The  cryftalline  humour  was  nearly 
fpherical,  approaching  a  little  to  the  figure  of  an  oblate  fpheriod. 
At  firft  fight,  the  optic  nerve  feemed  to  be  inferted  in  the  axis 
of  the  pupil ;  but,  upon  making  a  longitudinal  incifion  through 
the  nerve,  quite  down  to  the  retina,  Mr.  Hey  found  tiiat  its 
infertion  was  on  the  inner  fide  of  that  axis,  as  in  other  animals. 
The  optic  nerve  was  fomewhat  enlarged  as  it  pafl'ed  througnthc 
fclerotis,  and  was  again  contrafted  in  its  pauage  through  thfe 
choroidcs.  Our  autnor  obferve^,  that  the  quantity  of  fibrous 
fubftance  accompanying  the  optic  nerve  in  this  animal,  with  the 
dilatation  of  that  (tibftance,  and  the  fmallnefs  of  the  nerve  itfei^ 
feem  to  have  been  the  caufes  of  that  deception  which  fomc 
incautious  naturalift  has  fallen  into,  and  which  has  been  props, 
gated  by  the  different  authors  who  have  Copied  or\t  another  on 
this  fubjedb.  'The  fmallnefs  of  the  pupil  in  this  animal  is  very 
remarkable.  It  feems  to  be  a  general  law  of  nature  that  the 
piipil  of  the  eye  becomes  dilated  at  death ;  but  u/ilefs  this  law  is 
reverfed  with  refpeft  to  the  fealj  its  eye  muft  >dmit  very  little 
light,  though  it  may  allow  great  diftindlnefs  of  vifion.  But 
might  not  this,  and  fome  other  Circumftances;  be  produced  by 
the  fpirit  in  which  the  eyes  had  been  preferved? 

Art.  XV.  Obfervations  on  the  Knowledge  of  the  Ancients 
refj^dllng  Eledlricity.  By  William  Falconer,  M.D.  F.R.S. 
It  is  generally  fuppofed  that  ele£lriclty,  confidered  as  a  prin- 
'ciple,  or  quality,  pervading  all  nature,  was  unknown  to  the 
philofophers  of  antiouity)  but  it  is  at  the  fanie  time  admittd} 
that  fome  of  its  effcCTS  were  obferved  by  tiiem,  though  their  ob* 
fervations  led  them  to  believe  that  it  wafe  a  peculiar  property  cf 
certain  bodies  only,  and  not  that  it  was,  as  it  now  appears 
be,  one  of  the  ihoft  general  and  a<ftive  agents  in' the  natui 
fyftem.  Dr.  Falconer  adduces  feveraJ.  inftancC^  from  ancie 
writers,  in  confirmation  of  this  remjlrk,  which  is^undoubte^ 
well  fbundtd.  *  *  "  "  ^ 

Art.  XVI.  Eflay  on  fome  fuppofed  I)fuidical  Remains  nc 
Halifax,  1n  Yorkfhire.  By  Mr.  Thomas  Barritt.— About  ■ 
mile  Weft  ward  of  Saddleworth  church,  in  ^e  ebunty  of  YoJ 
is  a  high  hill,  which*  commands  an  extenfive'.profpeft  over  W 
adjacent  country.  It  is,  called  by  the  neighbouring  people  f® 
and  Ptms*  Upon  the  fummit  a  re  many  large  ci'aggy  ftonw 
one  of  which,  or  rather  two  of  them  clofely  joined  together  J 
called  die  Pancake.  It  is  of  axi  irregular  fquare  form,  and 
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on  its  ftirfisK^e  four  bafons,  hollowed  in  the  ftone.  •  The  largeft^ 
pearly  in  the  centre,  is  capable  of  holding  .eight  or  ten  gaSons 
of  water.  Mr.  Barritt  endeavours  to  prove  that  this  ftone^was 
once  an  altar  ufed  for  facrifice ;  and  that  a  ftone  about t twenty 
feet  in  height,  a  little  diftant  from  it,  was  the  idol  which  ha^ 
been  wor&ipped  at  thofe  ceremonies.  On  fo  conje£tural  a  fub- 
jeft  we  can  only  fay,  that  the  author’s  opinion  is  high!/ 

pliufible.  ,  *  V  ' 

Art.  XVII.  Account  of  an  ancient  Monument  in  Huln 
Abbey,  Northumberland.  By  John  Ferriar,  M.  D. — Our  au¬ 
thor  (uppofes  this  monument  to  have  formed  the  covering  of  the 
ftone  coffin  of  William  de  Vefey,  Lord  of  Alnwick  iri  the  thir¬ 
teenth  century,  who  founded  Huln  Abbey,  the  firft  Carmelite 
monaftery  in  England.  • 

Art.  XVIIL  On  the  Nature  and  Utility  of  Eloquence.  By 
Richard  Sharp,  F.  S.  A. — ^Eloquence  has.  been  reprefented  by 
fome  eminent  writers  as  the  inftrument  of  error*  and  deceit,  the 
means  cf  ftifling  reafon,  and  inflaming  the  paeons  .;,  but  this 
charge  is  only  juftly  applicable  to  the  abufe,  not. the  proper  ufe, 
of  that  admirable  art.  The  author  .of  this  paper  •  vindicates 
eloquence  from  fuch  objedlions,  and  aflerts  its  utility- as  well  as 
dignity.  ^  \  ^  ' 

Art.  XIX.  Some  Properties  of  Geometrical  Scries  ex¬ 
plained  in  the  Solution  of  a  Problem,  which  hath  been  thought 
indeterminate.  By  John  Rotheram,  M>  D. — As  algebraical 

Iations  admit  of  no  abridgment,  we  muft  content  ourfelvcs 
mly  mentioning  this  article. 

.  XX.  On  Halos.  By  the  Rev.  James  Wood,  A.  M. 
r  of  St.  John’s  College,  Cambridge.~DifFerent  hypo- 
have  been  formed. to  account  for  the  appearance  of  halos, 
cured  circles,  round  the  fun  and  moon.^  .Des  Cartes  fup- 
the  rays  of  light  to  be  refradled  by  pieces  of>  ice  formed 
ipuble  ^convex  lenfes,  which,  however,- he  acknowledges 
ver  find  on  the  furface  of  the  earth.  Huygens,  thinks  that 
ar^caufed  by^fmall  globules  of  fnow,  furrounded  each  by 
II  of.  water*;  the  rays  which  fall  upon  the  fr^w  being 
id,  whilft  thofe  whicn  fall  on  the  water  are  refirafted^into 
refpeftive  colours.  Newton  accounts  for  the  appearaiKe 
)pofmg.that  rays  of  light,  inrpafling  through  gtebules  of 
,  arj^fometimes.in  a  dWpofltion  to  be  rcflc<5Ied,  and  fome- 
\6  be  ftfraSed.  But  all  thefc  foppofitions  our  author 
5,unfatisfa£Iory,  as  the  fays  will  fall  upon  the  eye  Jn 
iently.  flfong ,  pencils,  and  lie  endeavours  to  account  for 
by  fomt  lemmas,  for  ^c.truth  qf,w'hich  he  refers  to  Snlith^s 
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Art.  XXI.  Confiderations  relative  to  the  Nature  of  Woq] 
Silk,  and  Cotton,  as  Objeds  of  the  Art  of  dying ;  on  the  v»! 
rious  Preparations  and  Mordants  requifite  for  thefe  .different 
Subftances }  and  on  the  Nature  and  Properties  of  Colouring 
Matter.  Together  with  fome  Obfervations  on  the  Theory  (J 
dying  in  general,  and  particularly  the  T urkey  Red.  By  Thomas 
Henry,  Y.  R.  S.— This  paper  is  of  conhderable  length,  and 
compiled  from  the  beft  authors  who  have  written  on  the  fubjed. 
It  contains  much  information,  tending  to  throw  light  on  the 
theory  of  dying,  and  confequently  to  prove  ufeful  in  pra6lice. 

Art.  XXil.  Obfervations  refpc&ing  the  Hiftory  of  Pby. 

Cognomy.  By  Thomas  Cooper,  Efq. - From  this  hiftori. 

cal  deduction  of  the  literary  progrefs  of  phyfiognomy  it  ap. 
pears,  that  however  the  fcience  may  now  be  neglefted,  there 
is  fcarcely  a  period  to  be  mentioned,  wherein  any  thing  of  fcience 
was  known,  in  which  phyfiognomy  had  not  its  abettors  mm 
men  of  the  greateft  learning  and  abilities.  Mr.  Cooper  thinks 
that  in  all  probability  the  chief  reafons  why  fo  little  attention  is 
paid  to  the  fubjedk  at  prefent  arc,  that  it  has  been  treated  in  con. 
jundkion  with  fubjedks  now  properly  exploded  as  unworthy  of 
attention ;  and  that  it  has  been  injured  by  the  injudicious  alTer. 
tions  and  arguments  of  thofe  who  have  undertaken  its  defence. 
He  fpeaks  highly  of  the  'merits  of  Lavater ;  and  expreffes  an 
opinion  that  the  time  may  not  be  far  diftant,  when  phyfiog. 
nomy  will  be  reinftated  in  her  rank;  among  the  valuable  branches 
of  human  knowledge,  and  be  ftudied  with  that  degree  of  atten¬ 
tion  and  perfeverance  which  a  fubjeft  deferves  fo  elfentiallycon. 
ne£ked  with  the  fcience  of  man.  In  an  appendix  to  this  paper 
we  meet  with  obfervations  on  the  temporary  connexion  of  pby- 
figgnoiny  with  the  occult  fciences. 

Art.  XXIII.  Defeription  of  a  Glory.  By  John  Haygardi, 
M.  B.  F.R.  S. — ^This  phenomenon  confided  of  a  circle  of 
beautiful  colours,  ‘ilTuing  from  a  white  fhining  cloud,  which  lay 
clofe  to  the  ground. 

Art.  XXIV.  Experiments  on  the  Fufion  of  Platina.  Bj 
Mr.  Thomas  Willis,  Chemift,  at  the  Hermitage,  London.- 
Mr.  Willis  offers  thefe  experiments  to  the  public  with  a  view 
to  promote  farther  refcarches  into  the  properties  of  platina;  anJ 
in  hopes  that,  by  rendering  the  method  of  fufion  better  kno^Ti» 
he  may  induce  others  to  purfue  the  fubjeA  fo  far  as  to  be  the 
means  of  difeovering  methods  of  rhaking  it  malleable.  Th»_ 
would  be  a  difeovery  of  great  confequence  towards  the  con*» 
.ftrufting  of  optical  inftruments,  as  platina  has  the  property  c® 
not  being  affe&cd  by  the  air.  We  are  happy  to  find  that 
Willis  intends  to  purfue  this  object  dill  further,  and  that 
not  defpair  of  fucceeding.  ^ 
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-  Art*  XXV.  PiK)pofitions  refpc£ling  the  Foundation  of  Civil 
By  Thomas  Cooper,  Efq. — Mr.  Cooper  in-^ 
quires,  in  a  very  clear  and  argumentative  mannerj  into  the  dif* 
fcrcnt  fources  afligned  by  political  writers  for  the  origin  of  go¬ 
vernment  j  and  from  the  whole  he  deduces  the  important  pro-^ 
pofition,  that  all  power  is  derived  from  the  people.  We  wiQi* 
however,  that  he  hkd  fpecified  with  greater  precifion  the  nature 
ofthc'inveftiturc  which^  in  his  opinion,  fanilions  the  exercife 
of  this  derivative  authority.  He  feems  to  entertain  the  idea  of 
an  original  compaft  between  the  fovereign  arid  the  people ; 
thoii^  it  is  difficult  to  fuppofe  that  this  had  ever  any  aftual  ex* 
iftence  in  a  widely-extended  fociety.  As  to  the  majefty  of  the 
people,  for  which  Mr.  Cooper  is  likewife  an  advocate,  we  fhall 
only  obferve,  it  is  fortunate  that  the  bleffings  of  a  free  govern¬ 
ment  do  not  depend  on  the  reality  of  that  vifionary  doArirte. 

Art.  XXVI.  Obfervations  on  the  Art  of  Painting  among 
the  Ancients.  By  Thomas  Cooper,  Efq.~In  this  paper  the 
author  has  preferibed  to  himfelf  a  wide  range  of  inveltigation ; 
and  he  has  indeed  conduced  it  with  equal  ingenuity  and  learn¬ 
ing.  The  points  into  which  he  inquires  are  the  following : 
Whether  the  ancients  had  at  any  time  more  than  four  colours  ; 
and  at  what  period  more  were  in  ufe?  Whether  they  were  de¬ 
ficient  in  defign,  expreffioii,  colouring,  compofition,  coftume, 
or  pcrfpeckive  ?  What  we  know  of  them  as  portrait,  landfcape, 
comic  and  fatirical  painters  ?  What  were  the  various  modes  of 
painting  among  the  ancients  with  refpedl  to  the  mechanical  parts 
of  the -art;  and  what  mifcellaneous  obfervations  appear  worth 
noting  ? 

Mr.  Cooper,,  we  .think,  clearly  refutes  the  idea  that  the  an¬ 
cients  in  general  had  no  more  than  four  colours  in  ufe  for  paint- 
ug;  and  he  (hews  that  this  opinion  is  true  only  with  refpe£k  to 
tefe  who  were  ftyled  ancients  in  the  days  of  Cicero  and  Pliny, 
nd  not  with  refpe£l  to  perforis  fo  called  in  the  writings, or  con- 
erfation  of  the  moderns,  by  whom  Cicero  and  Pliny  themfelves 
re  properly  ranked  among  the  ancients.  For  the  otlier  con- 
lufions.  which  the  author  deduces  on  rfie  fubjeft  of  ancient 
aiming,  and  which  difeover  much  curious  inquiry,  we/ muft 
eceffarily  refer  to  the  work.  , 

Art.  XXVIL  Some  Account  of  a  Mine,  in  which  the 
crated  Barytes  is  found.  By  Mr.  James  Watt,  Junior. — The 
iuriated  barytes  having  been  found  fuccefsful  in  fcrophulous 
it  is  become  of  confequence  to  humanity  that  the  means 

Socuring  its  bafis,  the  ponderous  or  barytical  earth,  ihould 
dlitated,  and  its  fcarcity  diminifhed.  The  method  corn- 
only  employed,  of  obtaining  it  from  the  vitriolated  barytes,  by 
^ting  the  latter  with  mild  alkali,  or  charcoal^  is  troublefome 
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and  expcnfive,  whereas  the  aerated  barytes  prefents  us  wldi  it 
tuturally  in  fuch  a  ftate  that  it  may  immediately  be  ufed  for  fo, 
lutions  in  acids,  without  any  previous  preparation.  This  pro. 
du^lion  is  found  in  the  mine  of  Anglezark,  within  a  diilri^  of 
the  fame  name,  about  three  miles  to  the  eaft  of  Chorley,  ig 
Lancalhire.  The  firft  in^mation  of  the  aerated  barytes  exiftine 
naturally  was  given  by .  Dr.  Withering,  in  the  PhilpfophicJ 
Tranlaaions  for  the  year  1784.  He  mentioned  Alfton-Moor 
as  the  place  which  prMuced  it ;  but  he  has  fince  been  informed 
that  it  came  from  the  mine  of  Anglezark.  Mr.  Watt  defcribes 
very  accurately  the  ftrata  of  the  mine,  and  the  varieties  of  the 
aerated  barytes. 

Art.  XaVIII.  On  the  Effefls  produced  by  different  Com. 
binations  of  the  Terra  Pondcrofa  given  to  Animals.  By  Mr. 
James  Watt,  Junior. — It  appears  from  thefe  experiments  that 
the  aerated  barytes,  when  given  to  animals  in  certain  quantities, 
produces  all  the  pernicious,  effefts  of  arfenic ;  bqt  that  the  mu. 
riated  and  nitrated  barytes  may  be  given  to  dogs  without  any 
permanent  injury,  in  much  greater  quantities  than  has  been 
fuppofed.  It  alfo  appears,  that  the  cauftic  earth  does  not  pro. 
duce  fuch  noxious  effes^s  as  the  aerated ;  owing,  perhaps,  to  the 

fjreat  quantity  of  fixed  air  which  becomes  difengaged  when  the 
atter  is  diffolved  in  the  ftomach  by  the  gaftric  juice.  How  far 
the  inference. fromjnferior  animals  will  hold  with  regard  toman 
kind,  remains  yet  undetermined. 

Thefe  papers  are  followed  by  an  appendix,  containing  notes 
and  illufr rations  to  Dr.  Percival’s  Inquiry  .concerning  the  Prin 
ciples  of  Taxation. 


It  is  feldom  found  that  literature  and  philofophy  are 
cultivated  in  thofe  places  where  the  inhabitants  are  greadj 
addidled  to  manufa&ures ;  but  Manchefter  is  now  become  an 
eminent  exception  to  this  remark.  Induftry  and  wealth,  in¬ 
deed,  naturally  operate  towards  the  produ^ion  of  refinement; 
but  the  period,  we  hope,  is  yet  very  diffant,  when  the  excels  t 
^e  lafr  will  be  allowed  to  fubvert  the  two  former. 
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jVitT.  iX.  the  Tears  1788  and  1789,  from 

China  to  the  North-  JVefl  Coaji  of  America.  To  which  are  pre» 
fixedi  an  Introductory  Narrative  of  a  Voyage  performed  in  1786 
from  Bengal^  in  the  Ship  Nootia  \  Obfervations  on  the  probable 
Exijlence  of  a  North-lVeJl  Paffage\  and  fome  Account  of  the 
Trade  between  the  North-tVeJi  Coajt  of  America  and  China  \  md 
the  latter  Country  and  Great- Britain.  By  John  MeareSy  Efq. 
4to,  il.  i6s.  boards.  Walter,  Piccadilly.  London,  1790. 

'  [  Concluded^  ] 


The  people  of  Nootka  are,  in  general, robuft  and  well  made; 

their  faces  are  broad,  and  their  cheeks  are  high  and  pro¬ 
minent.  They  have  fmall  black  eyes,  flat  nofes,  and  thick  lips ; 
but  their  teeth  are,  for  the  moft  part,  exceedingly  fine,  and  of 
the  moft  brilliant  whitenefs. 

The  manner  in  which  they  treat  their  children  when  young 
isfomething  remarkable :  the  head  of  the  infant  is  bound  by  the 
mother  with  a  kind  of  fillet  of  feveral  folds,  as  low  down  as  the 
eyes,  in  order  to  give  it  the  form  of  a  fugar-loaf,  which,  at  this 
tender  age,  it  is  capable  of  receiving.  Though  this  cuftom 
gives  them  an  unpleafant  appearance,  by  drawing  up  the  eye¬ 
brows,  andfometimes  producing  fquinting,  as  well  as  flattening 
the  nofe,  and  diftending  the  noftrils,  they  are  far  from  being  an 
ill-looking  race  of  people.  They  are  accuftomed  alfo  to  pluck 
out  their  beards  by  the  root,  and,  as  it  continues  to  fprout,  to 
keep  it  down  by  the  fame  praftice.  To  watch  this  appearance 
of  manhood,  and  to  eradicate  the  hairs  as  they  come  forth,  is 
one  of  the  domeftic  employments  afligned  to  their  wives,  who 
manage  it  in  a  very^ dexterous  manner  with  their  fingers,  and 
without  giving  the  leaft  pairf  in  the  operation. 

In  th^r  exterior  form -they  have  not  that  fymmetry  or  ele¬ 
gance  which  is  found  in  the  people  of  other  Indian  nations ;  and 
Bieir  limbs,  though  ftout  and  athletic,  are  crooked  and  ill-fhaped. 
Their  (kin,  when  freed  from  filth  and  ochre,  is  white ;  and 
fome  of  the  women,  when  in  a  ftate  of  cleanlinefs,  which  is  by 
no  means  a  common  fight,  not  only  difplay  the  fair  complexions 
of  Europe,  but  features  that  might  attradl  notice  for  their  deli¬ 
cacy  and  beauty  in  thofe  parts  of  the  world,  where  the  qualities 
of  the  human  form  are  beft  underftood.  But  thefe  examples  of 
beauty  are  far  from  being  numerous  among  the  women  of 
Nootka,  who  are  calculated  rather  to  difguft  than  to  charm  the 
European  beholder.  Their  hair,  like  that  of  the  rnen,  is  black ; 
their  eyes  are  of  the  fame  colour  ;  and  in  their  exterior  appear¬ 
ance,  they  are  not  to  be  immediately  diftinguiflied  from  the 
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men.  They  feem  to  be  of  a  chafte  and  referved  dirpofitlon;  and 
inftanccs  of  loolc  and  immodeft  behaviour  are  very  uncommon 
amongft  them.  There  were  fome  women  in  Nootka  Sound 
'whom  no  offer  could  tempt  to  fubmit  to  the  embraces  of  the 
Britifh  failors. 

•  The  principal  drefs  of  the  men/  fays  Captain  Meares,  *  is  either 
compofed  of  the  (kin  of  the  fea  otter,  or  confiils  of  a  kind  of  llaxen 
garment,  made  by  the  women  from  the  bark  of  a  tree,  and  the  fila- 
ment  of  a  nettle,  prepared  in  a  particular  manner.  The  (kin  of  the 
bear,  the  racoon,  or  other  animals,  are  fometimes  worn,  according 
to  the  caprices  of  fancy,  or  the  temperature  of  the  weather. 

.*  The  otter  vettment  is  compcled  of  two  large  (kins,  fewed  on  one 
fide,  which  form  a  covering  from  the  neck  to  the  ancles ;  it  palTes 
‘under  the  left  arm,  and  is  tied  over  the  right  (boulder  by  a  leathern 
'thong,  faftened  to  the  (kin,  leaving  both  arms  entirely  free  from  any 
kind  of  refiraint.  'fhis  garment,  in  its  form  and  folds,  is  far  from 
being  ungraceful ;  and,  when  aided  by  the  richnefs  of  the  fur,  wants 
•nothing  but  clcanlinefs  to  make  it  a  veftment  of  the  moft  pleafing  de- 
feription. 

‘  They  have  alfo  another  garment,  made  from  the  inner  bark  of 
the  pine-tree,  afid  the  filaments  of  the  nettl'e.  Thefe  are  deeped 
for  fome  time  in  urine,  and,  having  been  well  beaten,  they  arefe- 
parated  into  threads,  which  is  a  matter  of  no  great  (kill.  A  certain 
quantity  of  thefe  threads  joined  together,  form  one  of  the  dronger 
thongs,  a  number  of  which  are  prepared  twice  the  length  of  the  gar¬ 
ment,  and  laid  double  acrofs  a  long  Kick ;  when  they  are  readilv 
platted  into  the  kinds  of  mat  of  (vhich  this  article  of  the  Nooibn 
drefs  is  made.  The  women  are  very  expert  at  this  bufinefs,  which  is 
one  of  their  principal  employments,  1  his  gairment,  from  its  dole 
contexture,  is  warm,  and,  when  new  and  clean,  is  rather  of  an  ele¬ 
gant  appearance,  efpecially  when  its  edges  are  trimmed  with  a  nar¬ 
row  fringe  of  the  fea-otter’s  (kin ;  but  the  filth  of  their  houi'es,  and 
the  perfonal  nalHnefs  of  the  people,  aknoft  immediately  foils,  and  of 
courfe  dedroys  its  beauty :  the  natives  call  it  a  cot/ack,  and  wear  it  in 
the  fame  manner  as  their  drelTes  of  (kin  and  fur. 

‘  I'he.cap  which  they  ufe  as  a  covering  for  their  head  is  of  a  conic 
form,  made  of  matting,  and  of  fo  clofe  a  texture  as  to  be  capable  of 
holding  water.  It  is  ornamented  with  painted  reprefentations  of  birds 
and  other  animals,  and  faftened  by  a  leathern  thong,  tied  beneath 
the  chin.  There  is,  without  doubt,  a  very  great  convenience  in  this 
part  of  their  dre('s ;  but  it  is  by  no  means  calculated  to  add  to  the 
grace  or  fiercenefs  of  their  appearance. 

«  Iheir  faces  arc  generally  painted  with  a  fort  of  red  ochre:  in 
vifits  of  ceiemony  part  of  their  body  is  bedaubed  with  it,  which 
makes  them  cf  a  reddi(h  hue,  and  difagrceable  appearance ;  and, 
being  mixed  with  train-oil,  with  which  they  previoufly  anoint 
themfelves,  is  accompanied  with  a  rancid  fmell.  In  this  fafhion  of 
painting  themfelves  they  adopt  various  modes,  which,  as  it  appeared 
to  us,  they*  appropriate  to  certain  occafions.  When  they  goon  a  war 
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expedition,  black  Is  a  prevalent  colour,  laid  on  In  (Ireaks,  on  a  white 
ground:  we  have  fonietimes  alfo  feen  them  painted  entirely  white; 
and  at  other  times  of  a  bright  red,  over  which  tjiey  Hrewed  a  fhining 
fend,  which  has  been  already  deferibed.  But  in  whatever  fafhion 
they  thought  proper  to  colour  themfelves,  they  appeared  to  us  equally, 
difguding;  it  was,  if  we  may  ufe  the  expreflion,  when  they  were  in 
difhabille  that  they  appeared  to  the  greatell  advantage. 

<  The  ears  of  the  men  are  univerfally  perforated.  Some  of  thefe^ 
have  feveral  holes,  in  which  they  fix  fmall  leathern  thongs,  llrung: 
cither  with  porcupine’s  quills,  fmall  pieces  of  copper,  or  any  other, 
ornament  they  could  procure  from  us.  But  buttons,  when  they  could 
be  obtained,  fupplanted  all  other  articles;  and  we  have  fometimes 
feen  their  ears  drawn  down  almoft  to  their  ihouldcrs  by  the  weight  of 
them.  The  feptum,  or  that  part  of  the  nofe  which  divides  the 
noilrils,  is  alfo  fometimes  perforated,  from  whence  pieces  of  copper,* 
imn,  or  tin,  fliaped  in  various  ways,  are  fufpended.  They  wear  alfo, 
round  their  wrilts,  a  kind  of  bracelet  made  of  metal,  or  of  leather 
llrung  with  Ihells,  and  fometimes  of  a  number  of  fimpie  thongs  of* 
leather.  They  apply  the  fame  kind  of  ornament  to  their  ancles,  but 
vdth  a  greater  number  of  thongs,  and  a  proportionable  increafe  in' 
the  fize  of  the  beads  and  other  decorations.  The  drefs  of  the  women* 
very  materially  differs  from  that  of  the  men  ;  and  is  calculated,  with 
great  modefty,  to  prevent  that  perfonal  expofure  which  accompanies 
the  drefs  of  the  other  fex.  They  are  never  fuffered  to  wear  the  fea- 
otter  fkin,  or  furs  of  any  kind,  as  far  as  we  could  obferve.  Their 
dreffes  are  made  of  mats,  manufadured  by  themfelves,  in  the  form  of 
lalhift,  without  fleeves,  which  falls  down  to  the  ancle.  A  kind  of  man- 
file,  with  a  hole  in  the  middle,  paffes  over  their  head,  and  is  con¬ 
trived  to  cover  their  arms  without  reftraining  their  motion;  though  it- 
very  feldora  happens  that,  in  any  of  their  employments,  more  than 
half  tliearm  becomes  vifible.  A  cap  of  the  fame  kind  as  that  of  the 
men,  completes  their  drefs.  Their  long  black  hair  hangs  down  their 
Uk ;  but  they  are  not  allowed  to  employ  any  other  paint  but  of  a  red 
colour,  which,  however,  they  ufe  in  great  profufion.  We  obferved 
Very  few  of  them  who  were  adorned  with  the  nofe  or  ear  decorations.  . 

*  But  thefe  are  the  dreffes  of  peace;  the  people  of  Nootka  havo* 
^■HUher  for  war,  and  is  admirably  contrived  to  anfwer  the  purpofe 
or  which  it  is  put  on.  It  c6nfilh  of  a  thick  leathern  frock  or  cloublet,' 
Bade  from  the  Ikin  of  the  elk,  cut  into  a  fringe  at  the  fides  and  neck, 
ind  adorned  on  the  other  parts  with  taffels  of  leather :  it  reaches 
rom  the  aeck  to  the  lieels,  and  is  .painted  with  various  devices.  This 
'•irment  is  fufficiently  llrong  to  refill  the  arrows,  or  even  fpears,  of 
neir  enemies,  as,  by  hanging  loofe,  it  yields  to  the  force,'*  and* 
pecks  the  progrefs,  both  of  one  and  the  other.  It  may,  therefore,, 
c  confidered  as  a  very  complete  defenfive  armour.  T  his  drefs  is 
t^compani^  with'  a  mark  reprefenting  the  head  of  fome  animal ;  it  is 
J?de  of  wood,  with  the  eyes,  teeth,  &c.  and  is  a  work  of  confider- 
fie  ingenuity,^  Of  thefe  marks  they  have  a  great  variety,  which  are 
pplicible  to  certain  <;ircumllances  and  occafions.  Thofe,  for  ex- 
which  reprefent  the  head  of  the  otter,  or  any  other  marine 
I  .  T  3  animals. 
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anlmali^  are  ufcd  only  when  they  go  to  hunt  them.  In  their  war  ex* 
peditions,  but  at  no  other  time,  they  cover  the  whole  of  their  dre& 
with  large  bear  fltins.  They  alfo  adorn  their  heads  with  feathers 
and  the  down  of  birds;  a  cuftom  which  they  rigidly  obferve  in  theii 
firft  approach  to  ftrangers.* 

The  exiftence  of  cambalsy  or  editors  of  human  flefh,  has  been 
maintained  by  fome  authors,  and  denied  by  others.  That  there 
are  fuch  people,  however,  is  beyond  a  doubt,  as  will  appear  by 
the  following  extraft : 

*  Callicum  and  Hanapa,’  continues  Captain  Meares,  '  both  de. 
clared  their  averfioh  to  the  pra^ice  of  eating  human  ileih ;  at  the 
fame  time  they  acknowledged  it  exited  amongd  them«  and  thatMa- 

auilla  was  ib  much  attached  to  this  deteflable  banquet,  as  to  kill  1 
aye  every  moon,  to  gratify  his  unpatural  appetite.  Thefe  chiefs, 
with  every  look  and  expreffion  of  abhorrence,  gave  us  the  follovting 
account  of  this  bloody  ceremony. 

*  The  number  of  Maquilla’s  flaves  were  very  confiderable,  not 
only  at  Nootka,  but  in  other  parts  of  his  territories.  And  when  the 
fatal  day  arrived  which  was  to  be  celebrated  by  the  feaft  of  an  human 
vi^im,  a  certain  number  of  thefe  flaves  were  aflfembled  in  the  hoofe 
of  the  foycreign  chief,  who  fele^bed  the  objeft  to  be.  eaten  by  him 
and  his  guefls,  in. the  following  curious  manner :  The  inferior  chiefs, 
who  were  invited  to  partake  of  the  approaching  banquet,  performed 
the  ceremonies  which  were  appointed  to  precede  it :  thefe  confiii  of 
fingirg  the  war  fpng,  dancing  round  the  flre,  and  fomenting  the 
flames  by  throwing  oil  into  thepi.  A  bandage  is  then  tied  over  the 
eyes  of  Maquilla,  who,  in  this  blindfold  flate,  is  to  feize  a  flave. 
His  activity  in  the  purfuit,  with  the  alarms  and  exertions  of  thefe  un¬ 
happy  wretches  in  avoiding  it,  form  another  part  of  this  inhuman 
bufinefs.  But  it  is  feldpm  a  work  of  delay ;  fome  one  of  thefe  flaves 
is  foon  caught ;  death  inilantly  follows ;  the  devoted  carcafe  is  im¬ 
mediately  cut  in,  pieces,  and  its  reeking  portions  diflributed  to  the 
guefls ;  when  an  univerfal  (hout  of  thofe  who  have  efcaped,  declares 
the  joy  of  their  deliverance. 

•  We  were  not  by  any  means  difpofed  to  give  credit  to  this  extra¬ 
ordinary  action,  and  rather  imagined  that  it  was  invented  to  injure 
Maquilla  in  our  opinion ;  for  when  we  recollefted  that  the  pillow  d 
Callicuxn  was  filled  with  human  Ikulls,  we  could  not  but  fufped  if 
the  former  was  a  canibal,  that  the  latter  was  alfp  of  the  fame  defcri|> 
tion.  ‘Our  fuWeqiient inquiries,  however,  confirmed  all  that  Calli* 
cum  had  aflefted ;  apd  many  of  the  natives  aflured  us  that  he  was 
an  honourable  exception  tp  the  general  difpofition  of  the  Nootka 
people  to  hpman  ilefli.  The  ikulls  on  which  he  repofed  might,  in* 
deed,  be  the  remains  of  his  anceflprs,  or,  which  is  more  probablCf 
the  trophies  of  his  prowef$i  and  prefer ved  by  him  to  record  his  va¬ 
lour  ;  as  fland^rds  taken  from  an  enemy,  in  the  wars  of  poliibt^ 
nations,  arc  hung  up  as  enfigns  of  their  glory,  in  the  public 
cf  their  metropoUtan  cities.  * 
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t  A  circamftance,  however,  took  place  very  foon  after  we  had  re- 
eeived  the  information  we  have  juft  related,  which  induced  Maquilla 
himfclf  to  confirm  the  truth  of  this  cruel  hlftory,  and  to  name  even 
the  very  time  when  the  laft  fcenc  of  his  tragic  gluttony  was  afted  by 

him.  .  .  *  . 

<  It  fo  happened  that  the  chief,  in  afeending  the  fide  of  the  fliip, 
by  fome  untoward  accident  received  an  hurt  in  his  leg.  Orders  were 
immediately  given  to  the  furgeon  to  do  what  was  neceffary  on  the  oc- 
cafion ;  and  when  he  was  about  to  apply  a  plaifler  to  the  wound,  Ma¬ 
quilla  abfolutely  refufed  to  fuffer  the  application,  but  fucked  the 
blood  which  flowed  freely  from  it ;  and  when  we  ex  prefled  our  afto- 
nilhment  and  difguft  at  his  condudl,  he  replied  by  licking  his  lips, 
patting  his  belly,  and  exclaiming,  cloojhy  cloojhy  or,  good,  good.  Nor 
did  he  now  hefitate  to  confefs  that  he  eat  human  flefli,  and  to  ex- 
prefs  the  delight  he  took  in  banquetting  on  his  fellow-creatures. 
Nay,  he  not  only  avowed  the  pra^^ice  of  which  he  ha^een  accufed, 
but  informed  us,  as  we  flood  fhuddering  at  the  ftory,  that,  a  very 
Ihort  time  before,  the  ceremony  of  killing  and  eating  a  flave  had 
taken  place  even  in  Friendly  Cove.  We  terrified  him,  however, 
into  a  promife  that  no  fuch  barbarity  fhould  be  again  praftifed  by 
himfelf,  or  any  others,  in  his  territories ;  and  gavl^im  to  under- 
Hand,  with  the  moil  determined  tone  and  look  we  could  aflume,  that 
he  himfclf  fhould  not  long  furvive  another  repetition  of  it.* 

Fifliing  and  hunting  land  or  the  larger  marine  animals,  either 
to  procure  food  or  furs,  are  the  principal  employments  of  the 
men  on  this  coaft.  The  common  bufinefs^  of  fiihing  for  ordi¬ 
nary  fuftenance  is  carried  on  by  flaves,  or  the  lower  clafs  of 
people;  while  the  more  noble  occupation  of  killing  the  whale, 
and  hunting  the  fea-otter,  is  followed  only  by  the  chiefs  and 
warriors. 

*  Their  dexterity  in  killing  the  whale  is  not  eafily  deferibed,  and 
the  facility  with  which  they  convey  fo  huge  a  creature  to  their  habi¬ 
tations  is  no  lefs  remarkable.  /\Viien  it  is  determined  to  engage  in 
whale  hunting,  which  the  moil  flormy  weather  does  not  prevent,  the 
chief  prepares  himfelf,  with  no  common  ceremony,  for  this  noble 
diverfion.  He  is  clothed,  on  the  occafion,  in  the  fea-ottcris  (kin ; 
his  body  is  befmeared  with  oil,  and  daubed  with  red  ochre  ;  and  he 
is  accompanied  by  the  moil  brave,  aflive,  and  vigorous  people  in  his 
fervice. 

*  The  canoes  employed  on  this  occafion  are  of  a  fize  between  their 
war  canoes  and  thofe  they  ufe  on  ordinary  occafions ;  they  are  ad¬ 
mirably  well  adapted  to  the  purpofe,  and  are  capable  of  holcling,  con- 
veniendy,  eighteen  or  twenty  men. 

*  The  harpoons  which  they  ufe  to  ftrlke  the  w'hale,  or  any  other 
fea  animal,  except  the  otter,  are  contrived  with  no  common  (kill. 
The  (haft  is  from  eighteen  or  twenty- eight  feet  in  length;  at  the  end 
whereof  is  fixed  a  large  piece  of  bone,  cut  in  notches,  which,  being 
fpliced  to  the  (haft,  Terves  as  a  fecurc  hold  for  the  harpoon,  which 
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is  faflened  to  it  with  thongs.  The  harpoon  is  of  an  oval  form,  md 
Vendered  extremely  lharp  at  the  fides  as  well  as  Ae  point ;  it  is  made 
out  of  a  large  mufcle-fliell,  and  is  fixed  into  another  piece  of  bone, 
about  three  inches  long^  and  to  which  a  line  is  fallened  made  of  the 
iinews  of  certain  bealts,  of  feveral  fathoms  in  length  ;  this  is  agaiq 
atuched  to  the  fhaft;  (o  that  when  the  fifh  is  pierced,  the  Ihafi 
floats  on  the  water  by  means  of  fcal-fkins  filled  with  wind,  or  the  vcn» 
lilatcd  bladders  of  fifh,  which  are  fecurely  attached  to  it. 

*  The  chief  himfclf  is  the  principal  harpooncr,  and  is  the  firft  that 
ftrikes  the  whale.  He  is  attended  by  feveral  canoes  of  die  fame  fuc 
as  his  own,  filled  with  people  armed  with  harpoons,  to  be  employed 
as  occafion  may  require.  When  the  huge  fifh  feels  the  fmart  of  the 
firft  weapon,  he  inftantly  dives,  and^carrics  the  fliaft  with  all  its  blad¬ 
ders  along  with  him.  The  boats  immediately  follow  his  wake,  and, 
as  he  rifes,  continue  to  fix  their  weapons  in  him,  till  he  finds  it  im- 
poffible  for  him  to  finki  from  the,  number  of  floating  buoys  which 
are  now  attached  to  his  body.  The  whale  then  drowns,  and  is  towed 
on  fhore  with  great  noife  and  rejoicings.  It  is  then  immediately  cut 
up,  when  part  is  dedicated  to  the  fealt  which  concludes  the  day,  and 
the  remainder  divided  among  thofe  who  have  fhared  in  the  dangers 
and  glory  of  it. 

'  1  he  taking  of  the  fea-otter  is  attended  with  much  greater  ha. 
zard,  as  well  as  trouble.  For  this  purpofe  two  very  fmall  canoes  ar^ 
prepared,  in  each  of  which  are  two  expert  hunters.  The  inftru- 
ments  they  employ  on  this  occafion  are  bows  and  arrows,  and  a  final! 
harpoon.  The  latter  differs,  in  fome  degree,  from  that  which  they 
ufc  in  hu*iting  the  whale :  the  fhaft  is  much  the  fame,  and  is  pointed 
with  bone;  but  the  harpoon  itfelf  is  of  a  greater  length,  and  fo notched 
and  barbed,  that  when  it  has  once  entered  the  fleih,  it  is  almoll  im- 
pofTible'to  extricate  it.  This  is  attached  to  the  fhaft  by  feveral  fa¬ 
thoms  of  line,  of  fuflicient  ftrength  to  drag  the  otter  to  the  boat. 
The  arrows  are  fmall,  and  pointed  with  bone,  formed  into  a  finglc 
barb.  Thus  equipped,  the  hunters  proceed  among  the  rocks  in 
fearch  of  their  prey.  Sometimes  they  furprife  him  fleeping  on  his 
back  on  the  furface  of  the  water ;  and,  if  they  can  get  near  the 
animal  without  awakening  him,  which  requires  infinite  precaution, 
he  is  eafily  harpooned,  and  dragged  to  the  boat,  when  a  fierce  battle 
very  often  enfues  between  the  otter  and  the  hunters,  who  are  fre¬ 
quently  wounded  by  the  claws  and  teeth  of  the  animal.  The  more 
common  mode,  however,  of  taking  him  is  by  purfuit,  which  is 
fometimes  continued  for  feveral  hours.  As  he  cannot  remain  under 
water  but  for  a  fhort  time,  the  (kill  in  this 'chafe  conflfts  in  direfling 
the  canoes  in  the  fame  line  that  the  otter  takes  when  under  the  w'ater, 
at  which  time  he  fwiins  with  a  degree  of  celerity  that  greatly  exceeds 
tiiat  of  his  purfuers.  They  therefore  feparate,  in  order  to  have  the 
better  chance  of  w^ounding  him  w'ith  their  arrows  at  the  moment  he 
rifes ;  though  it  often  happens  that  this  wary  and  cunning  animal 
clcapes  from  the  danger  which  furrounds  him.* 

Nature,  bountiful  to  all  her  children,  wherever  difperfcJ  over 
tbp  face  of  the  globe,  leaves  none  of  them  w'ithout  thofe  mean^i 
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vhich  are  ncceflary  for  procuring  at  lead  feme  fhare  of  the  con- 
vcnicDcies  of  life.  Unacquainted  with  the  arts  and  the  fciences^ 
ingenuity  fupplies,  in  fome  meafure,  this  deficiency ;  and,  though 
(kttitute  of  tools,  they  fometimes  produce  works  that  are  ca¬ 
pable  of  aftonifhing  even  the  workmen  of  Europe,  The  moft 
laborious,  as  well  as  curious  employment,  in  which  Captain 
Mearcs  faw  the  natives  of  Nootka  engaged,  for  he  had  no  op¬ 
portunity  of  feeing  them  conftruft  one  of  their  enormous 
houfes,  was  the  making  of  their  canoes,  which  was  a  work  of 
no  common  (kill  and  ability.  Thefe  boats  are,  many  of  them, 
large  enough  to  contain  from  fifteen  to  thirty  men :  they  are  at 
the  fame  time  elegantly  moulded,  as  well  as  highly  finilhedj  and 
this  curious  work  is  accomplifhed  with  utenfils  of  done  made 
by  themfelves : 
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*  They  even/  adds  Captain  Meares,  *  manufaflured  tools  from 
the  iron  which  they  obtained  from  us  j  and  it  was  very  feldom  that 
we  could  perfuade  them  to  make  ufe  of  any  of  our  utenfils  in  pre¬ 
ference  to  their  own,  except  the  faw,  whofe  obvious  power  in  dimi- 
nilhing  their  labour  led  them  to  adopt  it  without  hefitation.  In  par¬ 
ticular,  they  contrived  to  forge  from  tht  iron  procured  of  us  a  kind 
of  tool,  which  anfwered  the  purpofe  of  hollowing  out  large  trees  much 
better  than  any  utcnfil  we  could  give  them.  This  bufincfs  they  ac- 
tompliOied  by  main  ftrength,  with  a  flat  done  by  way  of  anvil,  and 
around  one  which  ferved  the  purpofe  of  an  hammer;  and  with  thefe 
inliruments  they  ihaped  the  iron  from  the  fire  into  a  tool  bearing 
fome  rcfemblance  to  a  cooper’s  adze,  which  they  faflened  to  an  handle 
of  wood,  with  cords  made  of  finews ;  and,  being  lharpened  at  the 
wd,  was  extremely  well  adapted  to  the  ufes  for  which  it  was 
intended. 

‘  Their  large  war  canoes  were  generally  finilhed  on  the  fpot  where 
^he  trees  grew  of  which  they  are  made,  and  dragged  to  the  water- 
fidc.  We  have  feen  fome  of  them  which  were  fifty -three  feet  in 
length,  and  eight  feet  in  breadth.  The  middle  part  of  thefe  boats  is 
thebroadeft,  and  gradually  narrows  to  a  point  at  each  end';  but  their 
header  prow  is  generally  much  higher  than  the  ftern. 

•  As  their  bottoms  are  rounded,  and  their  fides  flam  out,  they  have 
confcquently  fufficient  bearings,  and  fvvim  firmly  in  the  water.  They 
have  no  feats,  but  feveral  pieces  of  wood,  about  three  inches  in  dia- 
rootcr,  are  fixed  acrofs  them,  to  keep  the  fides  firm,  and  preferve 
them  from  being  warped.  The  rowers  generally  fit  on  their  hams, 
but  fometimes  they  make  ufe  of  a  kind  of  fmall  ftool,  which  is  a  great 
relief  to  them.  In  the  aft  of  embarking  they  are  txtreniefy  cautious, 

i5ch  man  regularly  taking  the'  flation  to  which  he  has  ^en  accuf- 
c«f€4.  Some  of  thefe  canoes  are  polifhed  and  painted,  or  curioufly 
udded  with  human  teeth,  particularly  on  the  ftern  and  prow.  The 
were  fometimes  adorned  with  the  figure  of  a  dragon  with  a  long 
of  much  the  fame  form  as  we  fee  on  the  porcelain  of  China,  and 

Ba  the  fanciful  paintings  of  oqr  own  country.  We  were  much  ftruck 
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with  this  clrcum(tance>  and  took  fome  pains  to  get  at  the  hldoryof 
It ;  but  It  was  among  many  other  of  our  inquiries  to  which  we  could 
not  obtain  any  fatisfaftory  anfwer . 

•  7  he  paddles  arc  nicely  (haped,  and  well  polilhed  with  fifh-lin; 
they  are  about  five  feet  fix  inches  in  length ;  and  the  blade,  which 
about  two  feet  long,  is  pointed  like  a  leaf,  and  the  point  itfelf  u 
lengthened  feveral  inches,  and  is  about  one  broad.  At  the  end  of  the 
handle  there  is  a  tranfverfe  piece  of  wood,  like  the  top  of  a  crutch. 
Thefe  paddles  the  natives  ufe  in  a  moit  dexterous  manner,  and  urge 
oh  the  canoes  with  inconceivable  fwiftnefs.' 

We  (hall  now  return  to  the  xirogrcfs  of  the  voyage. — After 
quitting  King  George^s  Sound,  tne  Felice  proceeded  to  Owyhee, 
one  of  the  Sandwich  ifles,  which  Captain  Meares  reached  on 
the  1 8th  of  Odlober,  1788,  and  where  he  procured  a  feafonabic 
fupply  of  provifions.  This  ifland  he  quitted  on  the  27th,  and, 
after  touching  at  Atooi  and  Oneeheow,  arrived  in  Macao  roads 
on  the  5th  of  December  following.  With  regard  to  the  voyage 
of  the  Iphigenia,  Captain  Douglas,  from  Samboingam,  where 
the  (hips  parted,  to  the  north- weft  coaft  of  America,  we  mui 
refer  our  readers  to  the  work  itfelf,  as  want  of  room  will  not 
permit  us  to  give  any  fatisfaftory  abftraft  of  it.  We  lhall, 
however,  lay  before  them  the  following  affefting  circumftancc 
concerning  Abba  Thulle,  whofe  generous  behaviour  to  the  crew 
of  the  Antelope  is  well  known.  In  the  courfe  of  her  voyage 
the  Iphigenia  happened  to  pafs  clofe  to  the  Pelew  iflands,  from 
which  feveral  of  the  natives  came  off*  in  canoes,  and  exchanged 
a  fmall  number  of  cocoa  nuts  for  a  few  nails.  As  the  people  in 
one  of  the  canoes,  when  they  had  got  pofTeffion  of  the  nails,  re- 
fufed  to  give  any  thing  in  return.  Captain  Douglas  fired  a  mulket 
over  their  heads,  when  every  one  of  them  leaped  inftantly  over¬ 
board,  and  remained  under  the  lee  of  their  canoe ;  while  thofc 
in  the  other  canoes,-  as  if  they  felt  thcmfelves  protefted  by  their 
innocence,  (hewed  no  figns  whatever  of  fear : 


■ 


One  of  thefe  boats  continued  to  follow  the  Iphigenia  for  a  Ion; 
time,  and  one  of  the  people  cried  out,  from  time  to  time, 
Jfriw,  and  exerted  himfcif  to  the  utmoft  in  making  figns  for  them  10 
go  back.  Indeed,  when  he  perceived  that  all  his  endeavours  were 
vain  to  perfuade  them  to  return,  his  anions  bore  the  appearance  c 
a  man  in  the  moft  frantic  diftrefs.  After  fome  time  they  obferre 
another  canoe,  containing  at  Icaft  twenty  men,  paddling  towar 
them.  At  firft  they  imagined  that  there  were  fome  Europeans' 
beard,  and  accordingly  hove  to;  but  when  it  was  difeovered  th 
there  were  none  but  Indians,  they  immediately  made  fail,  as  the  ft: 
was  drifting  fall  towards  the  rocks  under  her  lee;  the  canoe,  ho»' 
ever,  overtook  them,  and  the  people  in  her  difeovered  the  fameeae 
anxiety  with  the  other  natives  for  the  return  of  the  Ihip ;  but  as 
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at  this  time  in  ft  dangerous  fituatlon,  very  little  attention  wai 
paid  to  the  crying  and  continued  entreaties  of  the  iflanders. 

^  *  Captain  Douglas  was  now  among  the  Pelew  iflands  ;  a  particular 
Icnowledge  and  admirable  defcription  of  which  we  owe  to  the  fenfxbi- 
jity  and  talents  of  Mr.  Keate.  The  account  of  them  written  by  that 
aentleman,  from  the  information  of  Captain  Wilfon,  and  other  per* 
fons  belonging  to  the  Antelope  packet,  which  was  wrecked  on  the 
rocks  that  furround  them,  has  been  fo  generally  read,  that  I  majr 
fpcak  of  the  circumftances  which  connect  it  with  this  page  a?  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  univerfal  information.  Captain  Douglas  was  ignorant  that  the 
Antelope  had  been  loft  here;  and  that  her  crew,  on  one. of  thefe 
iflands,  built  a  veffel,  in  which  they  returned  to  China.  He  there¬ 
fore  could  not  know' that  his  countrymen  had  received  every  aid, 
comfort,  and  kindnefs,  which  thefe  hofpitable  iflanders  could  aflbrd ; 
and  that  the  fovereign  of  them  had  entrufted  his  fon  to  the'care  of 
Capuin  Wilfgp,  to  return  with  him  to  England,  to  be  inftrufled  in 
the  arts  and  manners  of  our  country.  Had  he  been  acquainted  with 
thefe  interefting  occurrences,  there  is  no  doubt  that  his  humanity 
would  have  exerted  itfelf  to  the  utmoft  in  order  to  contrive  feme  fur¬ 
ther  communication  with  .them ;  for  who  can  have  the  leaft  doubt  but 
!  that  the  canoes  which  followed  the  Iphigenia  were  fent  to  receive 
'  Lee  Boo ;  or  at  leaft  to  hear  fome  intelligence  concerning  him  ;  and 
I  that  the  native  who  has  been  deftribed  as  calling  after  the  Ihip,  and 
employing  the  inoft  frantic  aftions,  when  he  found  that  he  called  in 
[  vain,  was  any  other  than  Abba  Thulle,  the  father  of  the  young 
ij  prince,  agitated  by  the  moft  poignant  fenfations  of  difappoiiitmenc 
I  anddefoair.^ 

I  '  * 

I  To  this  work  is  ^ded  an  appendix,  containing  various  letters 
J  and  memorials  relpefling  the  feizure  df  the  Iphigenia  by  the 
i  Spaniards,  fome  of  which  have  been  already  laid  before  the  pub- 
;  lic.-rUpon  the  whole,  we  perufed  thefe  voyages  with  pleal’ure; 

.  but  we  muft  own,  that  we  Ihould  have  received  more  fatisfac- 
;  tion  from  them  had  we  not  fome  reaftm  to  fufpedl  Captain 
Meares'  accuracy,  from  the  obfervations  of  Captain  Dixon, 
which  have  appeared  in  two  feparate  publications,  of  which  we 
(hall  give  a  (hort  account  in  the  following  articles.  Among 
the  numerous  engravings  with  which  this  volume  is  embelliflied, 
we  find  a  large  chart  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Ocean,  contain¬ 
ing  the  north-eaft  coaft  of  Afia,  and  the  north-weft  coaft  of 
America, explored  in  1778  and  1779  by  Captain  Cook,  and  far¬ 
mer  explored  in  1788  and  1789  by  John  Meares ;  a  chart  of  the 
interior  part  of  North  America,  demonftrating  the  great  pro¬ 
bability  of  an  inland  navigation  from  Hudfon’s  Bay  to  the  weft 
poaft ;  and  a  chart  of  the  north-weft  coaft  of  America,  and  the 
north-eaft  coaft  of  Afia,  explored  in  the  years  1778  a^id  1779  by 
Captain  Cook,  and  further  explored  in  1788  and  1789.  A  por¬ 
trait  of  Tianna^  a  prince  of  Atooi,  and  another  of  Wynce,  a 
nafiyc  of  Owyhee;  a  view  of  Tiger  ifland,  in  the  river  Bocca 
’  Tigris; 
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Tigris;  a  view  of  the  entrance  of  the  Bocca  Tigris  leading!^ 
Canton ;  a  view  of  a  iingular  rock  called  Lot’s  Wife ;  Callicum 
and  Maquilla,  cbkfs^of  Sootka  Sound ;  view  of  the  entrance  of 
the  ftrait  of  John  de  Fuca^y  the  country  of  New  Albion;  the 
launch  of  the  North-Weft  America  at  Nootka  Sound;  the 
Peak  of  Lantaoy  near  the  entrance  of  the  Bocca  Tigris ;  and  a 
view  of  the  city  of  Macao* 


Art*  X.  Remarks  on  the  Voyages  of  John  Meares^  Bfq*  in  a  Lei* 
ter  to  that  Gentleman^  hy  George  Dixon^  late  Commander  of  the 
^ueen  Charlotte^  in  a  Voyage  round  the  World.  4to.-  as.  6d. 
Stockdale*  London,  1790. 

The  beginning  of  this  letter  we  (hall  lay  before  our  readers 
in  the  author’s  own  words,  as  it  will  enable  them,  in  fome 
meafure,  to  judge  of  his  meaning  and  intention: 

*  When  voyages,*  fays  Captain  Dixon,  •  of  whatever  nature, 
whether  for  the  purpofes  of  exploring  countries  hitherto  unknown,  or 
of  promoting  uleful  and  important  branches  of  commerce,  are  under, 
taken,  and  the  refult  of  them  is  deemed  of  fufficient  importance  to 
be  publicly  communicated  to  the  world,  we  naturally  expedl  to  meet 
both  with  entertainment  and  inllrudtion.  It  has,  indeed,  been  the 
cuftom  perhaps  formerly  for  travellers,  both  by  land  and  water,  to 
indulge  their  ideas  in  deferibing  countries  which  perhaps  never  ex- 
ifted  but  in  their  own  imagination,  and  this  from  a  fuppofition  that 
no  one  would  be  hardy  enough  to  contradidi  them  by  aaual  obferv. 
ation  ;  confequently  when  mankind  were  agreeably  entertained,  their 
end  was  anfwcrcd.  However,  in  this  enlightened  age,  we  naturally 
exped^,  not  only  agreeable  entertainment,  but  information  which  may 
be  depended  on  ;  and  more  cfpecially  in  works  where  to  difeovery  is 
added  the  elucidation  of  a  branch  of  commerce  which,  though  yet  in 
its  infancy,  may  hereafter  be  of  the  utmoll  importance  to  this  coun¬ 
try.  Of  this  nature  I  conceived  the  work  lately  publldicd  by  you, 
entitled,  ‘  Voyages  made  in  the  Years  1788  and  1789,  from  China 
to  the  North-Welt  Coaft  of  America.  To  which  are  prefixed,  an  In- 
trodudlory  Narrative  of  a  Voyage  performed  in  1786  from  Bengnl, 
in  the  Ship  Nootka;  Obfervations  on  the  probable  Exiftence  of  a 
^ North- Weft  Paftage ;  and  fome  Account  of  the  Trade  between  the 
North- Weft  Coaft  of  America  and  China,  .and  the  latter  Country  and 
Grcat-Britain,*  to  be;  and  accordingly  perufed  it  with  eagernefs and 
attention;,  and  more  cfpecially,  as  having  myfelf  been  engaged  in 
the  fame  employment,  I  naturally  cxpedled  to  find  my  knowledge  cf 
the  geography  of  the  north-weft  coaft  of  America  increafed,  and  that 
your  labours  had  been  properly  devoted  to  encourage  difeovery,  na¬ 
vigation,  and  commerce.  Guefs  then.  Sir,  my  furprife,  when  1  found 
your  pompous  publication  fcarcely  any  thing  more  than  a  confufci 
heap  of  contradidlioris  and  mifreprefentatlons. 
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t  To  point  out  half  your  abfurdities  would  fill  a  volume  large  as 
vourown,  and  require  much  more  time  than  I  at  prefent  can  fpare ; 
however,*  the  duty  I  owe  the*  public  and  myfclf  obliges  me  not  to 
pafs  them  over  in  filence:  I  (hall,  therefore,  without  further  preface, 
point  out  feme  of  your  numerous  errors,  as  they  occurred  to  me  on 
pcnifing  them* 

After  bringing  this  heavy  charge  againft  Captain  Meares,  the 
author  proceeds  to  give  foine  inltances  of  his  incorre<Stnefs  and 
mllrcprefentation;  but  as  the  greater  part  of  them  are  of  a  per- 
fonal  nature,  and.  relate  chiefly  to  the  tranfadions  of  difterent 
navigators  engaged  in  the  fame  trade,  we  (hall  confine  ourfelves 
to  a  very  few,  which  are  of  a  more  general  kind : 

<  In  your  introduftory  voyage,  p,  10,*  fays  Captain  ’Dixon, 
[peaking  of  (kin  canoes,  are  thefe  words :  '  The  canoes  of  this 
make  extend  from’  the  llraits  of  the  two  continents  along  the  coaft  as 
far  as  Cape  Edgecumbe.*  Here  you  ought  to  have  added,  *  for  any 
thing  you  knew  to  the  contrary  ;*  for  1  aiTert  it  as  a  pofitivc  fad  that 
the  wood  canoe  brought  to  England  by  me,  and  which  1  prefented  to 
Sirjofeph  Banks, 'came  from  Port  Mul grave,  which  is  fituated  in 
59*  33^  north  latitude,  and  140®  weft  longitude;  and  that,  during 
the  whole  of  my  (lay  there,  I  never  faw  one yf/«-canoe. 

<  But  your  knowledge  is  certainly  unbounded,  and  fuch  as,  I  be* 
lievc,  no  mortal  before  yourfelf  ever  poATelTed ;  for  I  find  in  your  in- 
trodudory  voyage,  p.  4,  the  following  remarkable  palTage  :  *  It  had, 
indeed,  been  one  continued  fog  ever  lince  we  crolTed  the  latitude  35®; 

dand  from  that  time  we  had  not  been  able  to  make  more  than  two  ob- 
Hf^rvations.  \\"e  very  fortunately  had  a  time-piece  on  board,  which 
Hproved  of  the  greateft  utility.’  It  would  be  of  the  utmoft  fervice  to 
world,* and  more  particularly  thofe  who  are  any  way  interefted  in 
Hpavigadon,  if  you  would  inform  them  what  became- of  your  invaluable 
Bmc-piece.  Pray,  what  were  her  principles,  afad  who  was  the 
■raker?  for  (he  certainly  muft  have  been  wonderfully  conftrufted.  I 
|pad  a  pocket  time -piece,  made  by  Mr.  John  Arnold  of  London,  who 
oun-  H  hitherto  thought  to'be  one  of  the  firft”  rnakers  in  that  line  in 
voo,  ■F’5  kingdom,  if  not  in  the  world  :  but  I  now  find  myfelf  miftaken; 
>ina  ^  am  free  to  confefs  that  mine  was  not  of  the  lead  utility  to  me  at 
[n  In-  I  could  fee  both  the  fun  and  the  horizon. 

B  *  introduftory  voyage,  p.  38,  you  take  notice  of  a  very 

e  of  a  ||'‘^r3^rdmary  race  of  people,  and  add,  *  They  had  never  been  before 
n  the  *ny  navigator  ;  and  had  not  a  favourable  wind  fprung  up  in 

jy  and  B^.  ®igkt,  we  intended  to  have  paiTed  a  few  days  among  them.  The 
efsand  this  part  of  the  coaft  is  in  56®  38"  north,  and  the  longi- 

ged  in  25^'  call  of  Greerlwich.’ 

jgeef  B*  According  to  the  latitude’ j lift  quoted,  this  fliould  be  near  the 
nd°ihai  fide  of  the  entrance  into  Port  Banks;  but  the  land,  as  laid 

ry.  both  in  your  chart  and  mine,  muft  err  i®  30'  in  longitude,  as 

found  that  diftance  from  your  own  obfervation,  which  I  make  no 

onfufci  K  be  very  accurate,  as  you  have  fet  it  down  so  the  greatejl 

tninutia. 
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mimutia^  vIz.  feconds :  but  as  to  your  being  the  f\rft  navigator  tlat 
ever  faw  thefc  extraordinary  people^  is  to  me  by  no  means  equally 
for  I  had  been  for  fome  time  at  anchor  in  Norfolk  Sound,  tradinJ 
with  the  natives  there,  had  left  that  place,  and  even  Port  Banks,  by 
the  26th  of  June,  and  you  did  not  arrive  there  before  the  ift  or  2i 
of  July.  I  alfo  faw  the  fame  kind  of  people  at  Port  Mulgravc  in 
May’*':  befides  all  this,  the  Spaniards  mull  certainly  have  fecn  them 
as  early  as  1775-* 


W 

& 


In  another  place  Captain  Dixon  makes  the  following  re¬ 
mark  : 


In  your  *  Obfervatlons  on  the  Probability  of  a  North- Well  Pat 

lay,  ‘ 


iage,*  &c.  fpeaking  of  Captain  Cook,  you  fay,  ‘  The  weather,  ia 
this  important  part  of  the  voyage,  was  fo  unfavourable  that  the  Ihipj 
were  prevented  from  approaching  the  coaft  ;  for  though  the  Felice 
and  Iphigenia  did  explore  thefe  latitudes  to  47®  north),  yet  thcit 
is  every  reafon  to  lament  that  Captain  Cook  was  himfclf  prevented 
from  fuch  an  examination  as  would  have  proceeded  from  him  ’- 

*  Give  me  leave  here,  Sir,^  continues  Captain  Dixon,  ‘  to  compli- 
ment  you  on  your  modefty.;  you  fay  that  the  Felice  and  Iphigenia 

•  did  explore  the  latitudes  jult  mentioned;  yet,  un  the  fame  breail, 
you  lament  that  Captain  Cook  was  prevented  from  doing  it.  No 
notice,  however,  is  taken  by  you  of  what  either  Captains  Duncan  or 
Barclay  have  done  towards  furveying  this  part  of  the  coart;  thli 
country  is  indebted  only.  to.  the  commanders  of  the  Felice  and  Ipki- 
genia;  for  you  tell  us,  p.  17,  ‘  Thus  has  been  unveiled  the  whole 
of  the  American  coart,  particularly  thqfe  parts  between  the  latitude 
50^  and  55°  north,  and  .47*  and  48°  north;  and  furely  this  furvey 
gives  room  for  fomething  more  than  conjedure  on  this  fubje^.’ 


Art.  XI.  Further  Remarks  on  the  Voyages  of  John  Meares^  EJf* 
in  which  'feveraV important  FaHs^  mifreprejented  in  the  fail^ 
VoyageSy  relative  to  Geography  and^Commercey  are  fully  fubjlan^ 
tiat^*  To  which  is  addedy  A  Letter  from  Captain  Duncan^  m- 
taining  a  dcdftve  Refutation  of  fever  al  unfounded  AJfertlom 
Air.  MeareSy  and  a  fmal  Reply  to  his  Anfwer.  By  George  Dhuh 
late  Commander  of  the  ^ueen  Charlotte  in  a  Voyage  round  tk 
World.  4to.  3$^  6d..  Stockdale.  London,  lyqi* 


APT AIN  Meares  having  written  an  anfwer  to  the  pampbte 
abovemelitioned.  Captain  Dixon  here  prefents  us  with  a 
reply,  and  fome  farther  remarks  fimilar  to  thofe  of  which 
have  already  given  a  few  fpeciniens.  An  account  of  them 
would  be  tedious  and  difgufting ;  many  of  them,  as  we  hav: 


See  PUon’s  Voyage,  p.  172. 
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before  obferved,  relate  to  particular  fads,  of  which  no  one  can 
judge  but  the  parties  concerned.  We  fhall  therefore  be  con¬ 
tented  with  one  e'xtrad  only,  and  difmifs  two  articles  of  which 
VC  confefs  we  are  heartily  tired. 

«  In  p.  8  of  your  Introduftory  voyage/  fays  the  author,  addrefling 
himfelf  to  Captain  Meares,  «  fpcaking  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ouna- 
lafhka,  you  obferve,  '  That  their  diet  cenfifts  entirely  of  fifh,  with 
oil  of  the  fame  for  fauce  /  but  a  little  farther  in  the  fame  page  an 
addition  is  made  to  their  diet,  and  we  are  told,  that  ^  the  only  vege¬ 
table  thefe  iflands  produce  is  wild  celery,  which  the  natives  eat  as  ic 
is  pulled  out  of  the  ground.’ — To  (hew  you,  continues  Captain 
Dixon,  that  wild  celery^ is  not  the  only  ^vegetable  found  at  Ounalaftika, 

I  (hall  take  the  liberty  of  quoting  a  paflage  from  Captain  Cook,  and 
cfpecially  as  you  wi(h  me  to  perufe  his  voyage  with' attention.— In 
Captain  Cook’s  lad  voyage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  Vol.  II.  p.  519, 
we  find  that  '  there  are  a  great  variety  of  plants  at.Ounala(hka,  and 
moft  of  them  arc  in  flower  in  the  latter  end  of  June.  Several  of  them 
arcfuch  as  w'C  find  in  Europe,  and  in  other  parts  of  America,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  Newfoundland,  and  others  of  them,  w^hich  arc  alfo  met 
with  in  Kamtfchatka,  are  eat  by  the  natives  both  there  and  here. 
Of  thefe,  Kra(henincikofF  has  given  us  deferiptions.  The  principal 
one  is  the  faranne^  or  lily  root,  which  is  about  the  fizc  of  a  root  of 
garlic,  round,  made  up  of  a  number  of  fmall  cloves,  and  grains  like 
groats.  We  mull  reckon,  amongft  the  food  of  the  natives,  ibme 
other  wild  roots,  the  (lalk  of  a  plant  refemblingtf«^r//V^?;  and  berrie^ 
of  fevcral  different  forts,  fuch  as  bramble  berries,  cranberries,  hurtle 
berries,  heath  berries,  a  fmall  red  berry,  w^hich  in  Newfoundland  is 
called  partridge  berry;  and  another  brown  berry  unknown  to  us^ 
Here  are  a  few  other  pknts  which  are  found  ferviceable,  but  are  not 
made  ufe  of  by  either  Ruffians  or  natives ;  fuch  as  wild  purflain,  pea- 
tops,  a  kind  of  feurvy-grafs,  creffes,  and  feme  others.  All  theft 
we  found  very  palatable,  dreffed  either  in  foups  o/in  fallads.’ — 
the  above  quotations  I  have  to  remark,  that  Captain  Cook  vilited  th6 
place  the  latter  end  of  June  and  Odober,  you  was  there  the  latter 
end  of  Auguft,  and  furely  it  is  not_conriften^with  reafon  to  fiippofer 
\  that,-  during  the  fpace  of  ten  years,  the  face  of  things  were  (o  en- 
I  tlrely  changed  that  every  produdlion  of  nature  was  fwept  away,  ex- 
jeept  *  wild  celery;* 

1  Some  of  thefe  remarks  we  confider  as  trite;  and  there  arc 
pothers  of  which  we  are  not  competent  to  judge,  as  they  relate 
!to  particular  tranfadlions,  known  only  to  certain  individuals. 

II  We  are,  however,  forry  to  fay,  that,  on  the  whole,  they  tend 
i greatly  to  leflbn  Captain  Meares*  reputation  in  point  of  accu- 
:  racy  and  corrednefs  as  a  traveller;  and,  in  the  opinion  of  a 
igreat  part  of  the  public,  will  no  doubt  invalidate  the  credit  of 
many  things  which  he  has  advanced  in  liis  voyages. 
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Art.  XII.  Le  Difpotifme  devoile  \  ouy  Memoires  de  Henri  Mq. 
fers  de  la  Tude  detenu  Trente-Cinq  Am  dans  divers  Prifons  d'Etau 
Rediges  fur  les  Pieces  originates  par  M.  Thierry^  Avocaty  Memhn 
de  plufuurs  Academies. 

Art.  XIL  '  Defpotifn  unmajhed\  or^  Memoirs  of  Henry  Majm 
de  la  Tudcy  confined  Thirty- Five  Tears  in  different  State  Prifonu 
Compofed  from  the  Original  Papers  by  M.  Thierry^  Advocate^  mem* 
her  of  feveral  Academies.  i2mo.  3  vols.  Paris,  1790. 

[  Concluded,  J 

*  A*  T  one  end  of  the  ward  are  the  venereal  patients :  they  do 
not  confift  of  thofe  of  the  Bicetre  only;  but  there  are 
feme  from  all  the  other  prifons.  The  reft  of  the  ward  is  filled 
by  thofe  afflidled  with  the  feurvy :  when  they  are  numerous, 
which  is  almoft  always  the  cafe,  the  beds  are  drawn  together, 
the  mattrefles  are  laid  acrofs,  and  the  ficlc  are  heaped  one  upon 
another.  On  one  fide  lies  a  wretch  in  the  agony  of  death,  on 
the  other  a  corpfe;  What  a  fpeftacle  is  this  to  fill  the  fick 
man’s  eyes,  and  to  divert  his  affliftion!  Nor  is  this  his  only  or 

irreateft  fuffering.  As  it  is  fcarcely  poffible  that  the  flieetsa 
corbutic  patient  has  lain  in  during  his  cure  can  ever  become 
clean  and  white,  they  are  left  under  him  the  whole  time  his  ma¬ 
lady  lafts,  which  fometimes  exceeds  fix  months.  All  the  while 
they  imbibe  the  ftorax  employed  as  a  reriiedy,  his  perfpiration, 
and  the  difeharge  fronx.his  fores*  They  foon  become  a  mafsot 
infedion ;  and  yet  in  this  ftate  no  fcruple  is  made  of  employing 
them  for  another  wretch,  doomed  for  feveral  months  to  bathe 
them  with  his  tears.’ 

From  this  general  pifture  of  the  fcorbutic  ward,  M.  dela 
Tude  pafles.to  the  colouring  of  his  fituation.  *  I  had  not  been 
fix  weeks,’  fays  he,  ‘  on  this  bed  of  afflidlion,  between  two 
vagabonds,  before  the  flieets  were  rotten;  neverthelefs  they 
were  the  only  ones  furniflied  us  for  fix  whole  months.  They 
never  even  thought  of  removing  the  impurities  that  fell  from 
me  and  my  companions  :  very  often  we  were  unable  to  make  an 
effort  to  (pit  upon  the  floor ;  and  the  blood  from  our  gums,  and 
matter  from  our  fores,  mixed  with  our  fpittle,  and  covered  that 
part  of  the  (heet  of  which  we  were  obliged  to  make  ufe  to  I 
wipe  our  faces,  our  mouths,'  and  not  unfrequently  the  tears 
from  our  eyes.  They  gave  us  no  other  linen ;  nay,  our  keepers 
even  took  my  only  handkerchief.  We  were  therefore  obligedi 
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on  every  occafion,  to  have  recourfe  to  the  fame  flicet :  it  was 
alfo  the  only  table-cloth,  on  which  the  bread,  meal,  and  deteft- 
ablc  aliments  we  were  forced  to  eat  were  thrown  without  pity.^ 

‘  As  he  goes  on  every  trait  bears  a  deeper  (hade.  We  for¬ 
bear  copying  them  .  to  fpare  the  fenfibility  of  our  reader. 
At  length,  however,  he-efcapes  from  his  difeafe,  and  is  re¬ 
moved  from  this  hofpital,  more  apt  to  kill  than  cure,  to  a 
chamber  and  a  regimen  equally  extraordinary  for  a  conva- 
lefcent  \  a  dungeon  ten  foot  under  ground,  and  bread  and 
water.  Alter  a  long  confinement  there,  a  gleam  of  hope  often 
interrupted,  and  as  often  renewed,  comes  to  illumine  his  dreary 
abode,  and  prepares  him  by  degrees  for  the  broad  daylight  of 
liberty,  which  he  obtains  by  means  as  uncommon  as  his* 
fufferings. 

Almoft  the  whole  of  thefe  tliree  volumes  excitQ  a  high  de- 
|rce  of  intereft.  The  ftyle  is  nervous,  animated,  and  full  of 
tire,  bearing  likewife  fome  marks  of  inaccuracy,  the  ufual  con¬ 
comitants  of  chofe  qualities.  We  recommend  the  perufal  of 
this  book  to  the  many  perfons  who  impatiently  fupport  imaginary 
ills,  or  the  cqmmon  misfortunes  of  life.  Let  them  compare 
M.  de  la  T ude's  lituation  with  theirs,  and  we  make  no  doubt 
but  they  will  ‘  blefs  their  ftars,  and  c^l  it  luxury.^ 
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Art.  1 3.  ANenv  Tale  of  a  Tub ;  wDrittenfor^he  Delight  and  Injlruc^ 
tint  of  every  Britijh  SulfeSl  in  particular 9  and  dll  the  World  in  ge^ 
^  niraL  izmo,  as.  6d.  fewed.  Ridgeway.  London,  1791. 

rTN  order  to  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  the  contents  of  this  perform - 
|4  ^nce,  the  bell  way  perhaps  will  be  to  tranferibe  the  heads  of  a 
I  few  chapters  into  which  the  book  is  divided. 

I  Chap  L  Birthy  Parentage  9  and  Education  of  fames  Tory. 

Chap,  II,  Hovo  fames  Tory  came  to  England^  land  became  Manager  of 
fn  Efiate, 

Chap,  III,  DigreJJton  on  Efates, 

Chap,  ly.  ¥  it Jl  Appearance  of  Will  Whig. 

Chap.  V.  Of  the  Family  of  the  Whigs.  . 

I  How  Will  Whig  oppofed  fames  Tory. 

IX.  'How  fames  Tory  turned  Patijl^  and  get  upon  a  high 
and  rode  to  the  Devil* 

I  REV,  VOL. XVII.  APRIL  1791.  ^  Chap. 


o 
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Chap.  X.  How  will  Whig  became  Manager  of  the  Eftaie* 

Chap*  XI.  How  Will  Whig  increa/ed  the  Rents,  and  employed tbtn^ 
'Bribery. 

Chap.  XV.  How  James  Tory  fupflanted  Will  Whig  in  the  Manait. 

'  meut^ 

Chap.  XVI.  How  James  bribed,  and  /wore,  and  lied.  ^ 

Chap.  XVII.  How  James  loft  a  Part  esf  the  Eftate. 

Chap.  XVI II.  How  James  and  Will  formed  a  Coalition. 

Chap.  XX.  The  Birth  and  Education  of  Jack  Common^good. 

Chap.  XXI.  The  Speech  of  Jack  to  James  and  Will. 

Chap.  XXII.  Jack* s  Vijit  to  Frankland. 

Chap.  XXIII.  How  Jack  Common-good  was  made  Manager  of  tk 
Eftate.  \ 

•  ^  Chap.  XXIV.  How  Jack  reformed  the  Eftate. 

In  this  performance  there  is  fome  humour,  much  good  fenfe,  and, 
above  all,  a  great  deal  of  truth.  On  oppojition  he  makes  the  following 
fhrcwd'obfervation : 

^  One  would  imagine  that,  if  every  man  in  an  afTembly  voted  ac* 
cording  to  the  didates  of  his  confdence,  he  would  hardly,  in  any 
two  quedions,  find  himfelf  exadly  in  the  fame  company.  *Yetit() 
happens,  in  fome  great  affemblies,  that  the  lame  body  of  men  will 
ever  propofe  quetlions ;  and  another  body,  ading  as  one  man,  al¬ 
ways  oppofe  them.  It  is  an  obvious  point,  that  neither  body  hastxj 
'  ccnfcience,  or  attends  to  the  public  good* 

The  confequences  of  bribery  and  corruption  he  deferibes  as  fol. 
lows :  ‘  And  Will  faid  that  he  found  *  every  man  had  his  price.' 

*  'Fhe  tenants,  who  before  were  an  honeft,  good  fort  of  people, 
foon  became  the  wickedeft  fet  in  the  world.  An  univerfa)  corrup¬ 
tion  took  place.  Their  time,  which  was  formerly  employed  in  ofe- 
ful  labour  and  .  rural  recreations,  was  now  fpent  in  alehoufes  and 
gambling. 

'  No  management  can  be  carried  on  without  influence ;  and  tnonej 
is  the  fureft  influence,  became  an  univerfal  maxim  among  the 
nants.  I'he  wifer  Ihook  their  heads,  and  faid,  that  a  fecret  and  Iny^l^ 
rious  management,  for  the  intereft  of  a  few  individuals,  indeed,  re* 
quired  influence  of  a  particular  kind.  But  an  open  and  liberal  pin 
of  management,  calculated  for  the  benefit  of  all,  required  no  in¬ 
fluence  but  the  good  opinion  of  the  greater  part  of  the  tenants,  whid 
was  fure  to  attend  it.’ 

Of  niiniftry  he  fays,  *  A  miniftry  is  vulgarly  defined  to  be  a  body 
of  men  who  impofe  taxes  upon  the  people,  that  the  miniftry  may  be 
enabled  to  bribe  their  reprclentatlves.  This  is  called  the  perfcdioi 
of  goverment ;  and  by  fome,  the  Englifh  conftitution. 

‘In  this  excellent  plan  of  government  it  is  necelTary  that  the  peop  j 
be  dupes ;  clfc  they  will  be  apt  to  laugh  at  the  idea  of  being 
wdth  tneir  own  money.  They  will  fay,  ‘  We  fhall  not  pay  enormcv- 
taxes  to  enable  you  to  govern  arbitrarily  by  power. '  Deliver  us 
our  reprefentatives,  and  from  the  taxes  we  pay  to  bribe  thenij 
^vem  us  as  you  pleafe,  as*  indeed*  you  do  at  any  ratc»’ 
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Aar.  I4»  Political  Mifallanlts.  By  the  Author  of  the  Bolliad  and 
Probatiokary  Odes.  8vo.  pp.  157.  3s.  6d.  Kidegway.  London, 
1790.  ^  ‘ 

In  one  of  Shakfpcare’s  comedies  a  fchohr  finds  fome  confolation,. 
in  die  midft  of  his  mifcries,  *  that  he  could  call  himfelf  beggar  in 
Greek  and  Latin  the  writers  of  the  volume  before  us  appear  to  ex¬ 
perience  a  confiderable  (hare  of  relief  in*  venting  in  Greek,  Latin, 
Irifli,  Hebrew,  and  High  Dutch,  the  bile  of  difappointment  on  their 
more  fortunate  competitors  for  the  loan,>es  and  fijhes.  •  For  »the  repofe 
of  the  two  contending  parties  who  diftraft  this  country,  as  well  as  for 
the  great  relief  of  the  nation  in  general,  we  fincerely  wi(h  that  the 
emoluments  of  office  were  fomewnat  lefs  inviting  i  and  we  are  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  bufinefs  of  government  would  be  much  better  con- 
dufied,  though  with  lefs  noife,  if  the  advantages  of  place  were  cal¬ 
culated,  in  a  fmaller  degree,  to  attraS  the  attention  of  avarice  and 
rapacity. 

With  regard  to  the  merit  of  thefe  mifcellanies,  we  muft  rank  them 
conGderably  below  the  former  produvlions  of  their  authors ;  though 
the  Rolliad  and  Probationary  Odes  were  certainly  buoyed  up,  by  the 
fermentation  of  party  fpirit,'  much  above  the  level  of  their  real  worth. 
In  this  volume  the  reader  will  find  a  very  moderate  quantum  of  wit 
immerfed  in  a  world  of  /««,  rebus,  and  equivoque.  As  a  fpecimen, 
let  the  reader  take  the  following  epigrams  on  Prettyman  and 
Eden  : 

^  Says  Prettyman,  ‘  PIl  fib,  d’ye  fee, 

*  If  you’ll  reward  me  freely.’ 

*  Lie  on  (cries  Pitt),  and  claim  of  me 

*  The  biffioprick  of  E — lye.* 

‘  On  Mr.  Eden. 

*  The  Jordan  have  you  been  to  fee  ^ 

Cried  Fox,  when  late  with  (huffiing  plea 

'  Poor  Eden  Rammer  d  an^excufc : _ 

But  why  the  Jordan  introduce?  ' 

Wliat  Jordan  too  will  here  agree? 

That  Jordan  which  from  fpot  could  free 
One  man  unclean  here  vain  would  be. 

If  yet  thofe  powers  of  wond’rous  ufe 

The  Jordan  have!  - 

One  fitter*  Jordan  of  the  three* 

Would  I  for  Eden’s  meed  decree; 

.With  me  then  open  ev’ry  fluice. 

And  foaming  high  with  dreams  profufe^ 

For  Eden’s  head  may  all  with  me 

The  Jordan  have !’ 

This  pitiful  imitation  of  Voltaire’s  celebrated  madrigal  on  Marie 
is  outdone  in  filly  abfurdiiy  by  the  following  parody  of  this 
fie  boufe  that  Jack  bi^ilt.  See  p.  aS. 

U  2  *  This 


*  This 
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*  This  is  the  house  that  George  built. 

'  Tills  is  the  malt  that  lay  in  the  houfe  that  George  built. 

•  Lord  Nugbkt. — This^is  the  Rat  that  eat  the  malt  that  lay 
the  houfe  that  George  built. 

‘  Mr.  Fox.— This  is  the  Cat  that  killed  the  Rat  that  cat  the 
malt  that  ky  in  the  houfe  that  George  built/  &c. 

Art.  15.  Letters  upon  Parliamentary  Impeachments  i  in  •which  tht 
.  ^uejtion  is  conjidtred  njohether  Impeachments  are  continued  in  ftatu  quo 
from  Parliament  to  Parliament ^  or  abate  by  a  DiJJclution  ?  By  a  Bar* 
rijter  at  La%v*  *  8vo.  is.  Stockdale.  London,  1791. 

The  author  of  this  pamphlet  endeavours  to  prove  that  impeach, 
ments  do  abate  by  a  difiblution  ;  and  his  opinion  appears  to  be  more 
*  agreeable  to  precedent,  as  it  certainly  is  more  confonant  to  common, 
fenfe  than  the  contrary  dodrihe,  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  have 
thought  proper,  on  the  bufinefs  of  Mr.  Baitings,  to  adopt. 

There  are  few,  we  believe,  who  will  not  concur  with  the  author  ia 
the  following  obfervation : 

'  Many  (and  of  thefe  I  am  one)  are  fo  alarmed  at  the  precede 
which  has  been  fet,  of  continuing  a  criminal  trial  for  three  years, 
that  they  think  no  man  can  be  fecure  in  his  perfon  or  his  propenj 
hereafter;  and  that  it  renders  nugatory  a  very  laudable  refulutionof 
the  Commons,  that,  in  trials  by  impeachment,  a  Britifh  fubjed 
oughTt  to  be  fpetdily  acquitted  or.  condemned,  as  well  as  in  all  other 
trials.* 

Art.  16.  Jn  Bpijlle  to  Warren  Haftings^  Efq.  late  Governor-Gcmi 
of  Bengal*  410.  pp.  22.  is.  Stockd^e.  London,  1791. 

This  is  a  defence  of  Mr.  Haflings,  in  veife  tolerably .polilhed. 

•  S  P  E  Cl  ME  N, 

*  Yes,  fuch  the  trophies  that  to  thee  belong, 

And  fuch  (hall  Britain  raife  to  thee  ere  long. 

.When  proud  oppreflion  withers  in  the  grave, 

And  honours  rife  to  decorate  the  brave ; 

When  foes  forgotten  mingle  with  the  duft. 

And  thou  remember’d  claim  the  living  bud; 

Then  (hall  thy  name  adorn  th’  hlftoric  page, 

Infpire  the  patriot,  and  inftruft  the  fage ; 

‘  Whild  grateful  kingdoms  reprobate  thy  woes, 

*  And  give  to  endlefs  infamy  thy  foes  !* 

Art.  17.  Poems  on  federal  Occafibns*  By  James  Henry  Leigh 
4to.  pp.  92.  3s.  Hookham.-  London,  1790. 

O  vnitaiores  fervum  pecus  !  fays  Horace  to  the  rhymeders  of  his  ii."M 
who  hoped  to  obtain  th6  reputaiion  of  poets  by  tranflating  liter-'; 
into  Latin  verfe  the  productions  of  the  bards  of  Greece.  But 
lliall  wc  fay  to  a  perfon  who  expefts  to  arrive  at  the  poetic  laurel  ^ 
the  mere  labour  of  tranfcribmg ! 


•if 

i 
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«  The  far-off  curfew  ftruclc  a  difm^l  found : 

O’er  all  the  globe  a  llillnefs  feem’d  to  reign. 

Save  that  from  yonder  tower,  with  ivy  crown’d. 

The  "death-like  fcrecch-owl  pour’d  his  difmal  drain,’ 

It  is  necdlefs  to  tell  the  reader  that  this  it  Gray’s  elegy  a  little 

adulterated.  •  ^ 

In  his  New  Rosci  ad,  however,  this  gentleman  has  given  us  Ibme 
thoughts  which  are  certainly  his  own.  For  example,  fpeaking  of 
Pope  the  aftor,  he  fays, 

*  His  features,  form’d  for  foft  diftrefs  alone, 

Will  burl  him  farther  from »thc  wi(h’d-for  throne.’ 


The  idea  of  a  man’s  features  hurling  him  from  a  throne  is  certainly 
fomething  out  of  the  common  way  of  conception. 

In  another  place  he  fays. 


•  Next  Bannister  the  younger.  Nature’s  child,. 
A  genius  bright,  irregular,  and  wild — 


The  fock  is  thine ;  fo  keep  thy  proper  ftation ; 
But  chiefly  build  your  hopes  on  imitation.’ 


\Vc  do  not  know  how  Mr.  Bannifter  may  relifti  this  compliment,  but 
wc  never  till  now  underftood  that  imitation  was  the  proper  province  of 
i  ftniui  bright f  irregular ^  and  nuild.  Next, 


\ 


*  Lo!  Moody  comes,  with  Bacon’s  brazen  head; 

‘  Upon  my  ftioul !’  cries  Teague  with  dauntlefs  face ; 
^  1  come  among  you  here  to  claim  my  place.* 

If  Irilh  parts  alone  could  claim  the  throne. 

Then  is  that  honour  Moody  all  thine  own.’ 


What!  give  all  the  Irifh  parts  to  Moody  1  Surely  our  humane  au¬ 
thor  did  hot  reflet  how  many  poor  Iriihmen,  ay  and  Englifhmen  too, 
;in  this  metropolis,  would  be  ruined  by  giving  to  Moody  this  monopoly 
of  Irijb  parts  ! 

Aet,  i8.  Songs f  Duets i  Trios ^  Glees,  Cborujfes,  (slc.  ' in  the  Comic 
Opera  of  the  Woodman.  As  performed  at  the  Theatre -Royal,  Consent- 
Otarien.  By  Mr.  Bate  Dudley.  %vo.  6d.  CadcU.  London,  1791, 


I  The  fongs  in  the  opera  of  the  Woodman*  are  fully  as  good  as 
that  have  lately  appeared  in  our  comic  openis.  We  wifli  that 
|he  fongs,  as  well  as  the  dialogue,  in  all  of  them,  were  better;  but 
fhat  is  to  be  expelled  when  found  and.  feenery  feem  now  all  that  is 
i^ended  to  by  a  Britilh  audience  I 


Us 
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Art.  19.  Eligiac  Vtrfes  to  the  Memory  of  the  Rrv.  Henry  Stelhm, 
D.  Z>.  Jddrejftd  to  his  Son*  4to.  Dilly.  London,  17^1^  ^ 

The  grateful  tribute  of  a  nephew  to  a  worthy  uncle,  which,  though 
not  to, be  ranked  amongft  the  happieft  efFufions  of  the  elegiac  mule, 
yet  pleafes  by  exhibiting  true  forrow,  and  genuine  goodneis  of  heart! 
It  may  be  confidered  as  a  proper  contrail  to  the  laboured  monody  of 
the  late  Lord  Lyttelton,  heretofore  fo  much  in  faihion. 

Art.  20.  An  EJfay,on  Bigotry^  religious  Innovation^  and  Infidelity,  ^ 
reJ^eSively  fuf ported  by  Do  Slots  Burke  ^  Priefiley^  and  Toulmin,  7*^ 
Letter  to  John  Mifford,  E/f*  By  Falkland.  8vo.  is.  6d.  Stalker. 
London,  1791* 

t 

Falkland  approves  of  the  bill  brought  in  by  Mr.'Mitford  for  the 
relief  of  Roman  Catholics :  he  likewife  approves,  in  a  certain  de. 
gree,  of  univerfal  toleration.  At  the  fame  time,  we  think  not  quite 
confequcntially,  he  abufes  Dr.  Prieftley  and  Dr.  Toulmin,  who  ait 
certainly  not  anti-tolerant.  Mr.  Burke  is  lafhed  with  fomewhat  more 
reafon,  as,  in  fomc  refpefts,  he  may  be  confidered  as  a  bigots  Poor 
John  Brown,  and  the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  likewife  come  in  for 
their  ihare  of  reproach#  as  do  Mr.  Gibbon  and  I^rd  George  Gordon. 
The  pamphlet  is. florid,  and  rather  flimfy.  It  may  be  likened  to  the 
fhect  or  vefiel  which  appeared  in  a  trance  to  St.  Peter,  containirj 
things  clean  and  unclean.  I 

Art.  21,  ^he  Hificry  of  I*om  Wefion^  a  Novel ^  after  the  Monntrijl 
7om  Jones.  By  George  Breveer^  Efq^  of  the  Royal  Navy.  lima 
2  vols.  6s.  fewed.  Hookham.  London,  1791. 

This  is  an  attempt^  and  by  no  means  an  unfuccefsful  one,  to  revive 
that  fpecies  of  novel  which  P  ielding  and  Smollet  founded  upon  the 
daily  incidents  of  life,' and  the  real  charadlers  of  men,  as  theyexii 
amongft  us.  Every  kind  of  literaturei  and  efpecially  novel- writinj, 
has  for  fomc  timc'paft  been  running  out  into  fuch  fungous  affedaticn, 
that  we  cannot  but  feel  ourfelves  obliged  by  every  attempt,  hqwevc 
feeble,  to  recall  our  writers  to  nature  and  good  tafte. 

Art.  22.  Eugenia  and  Adelaide  \  a  Novel.  12  mo.  2  vols.  5  s.  fewed 

Dilly.  London,  1791. 

In  this  novel  the  reader  would  look  in  vain  for  juft  delineation 
charaSer,  the  colouring  of  the  pafiions,  or  the  fober  (hades  of  ^ 
moral  pencil ;  but  if  he  delights  in  the  fudden-fhifted  feene,  in  ilril: 
ing  fituation,  and  in  all  the  complicated  intrigue  of  the  Spanifli'c> 
mance,  his  defire  will  be  gratified. 

Art.  23.  The  The/pian  Oracle;  or,  A  new  Key  to  the  Theaud 
Amufements,  Containing  the  new  Prohgues  and  Epilogues,  with  a 
.  ColleSiion  of  thofe  celebrated  for  iheir  IVit,  Humour,  Beauty,  and  h 
'  tertainwent .  To  which  is  added,  a  CoUeclion  of  Soliloquies,  c 
the  moft  lAmired  Dramatic  Performances  ;  and  on  Introdu^vm 
tory  and  Acting,  with  Rules  fr  acquiring  the  fume.  1 2  mo.  pp 
IS.  fewed.  Barker,  London,  1791- 

THf  hill  of  fare  in  the  title-page  is  fufficiently  deferiptive  of 
ORDINARY  within. 

■  ■  Ail 
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AitT*  *4*  Dilates  of  Indignation  \  a  Pom  on  the  African  Slave* 
Trade,  Undergraduate.  410.  pp.  28.  is.  6d.  Fletcher, 

Oxford;  Rivingtons,  London.  , No  Date. 

In  this  poem  the  folio wing.paffage,  among  others,* appeared  to  us 
to  poffcfs  a  confiderable  portion  of  force  and  elevation : 


Some  fable  chief 


(Stealing  from  deep  the  fcanty  hours  allow’d) 

•  ••  •••... 

Thus  pours  his  foul  into  a  lad  complaint. 

———Oh !  thou  diftant  moon. 

Eye  of  the  night !  who  now  furyey’ft  that  fpot 
Where  once  l^knew  the  fweets  of  liberty. 

To  thee,  beneath  whofe  trembling  beams  full  oft 
1’ve‘led  the  joyous  daiice,  foft  light,  I  turn! 

Thou  art  ho  Chriftian,  thou  wilt  deign  to  hear  I 
Rage,  lend  me  thy  fapport,  my  body  faints. 

My  (bul  fwells  horribly  with  dreadful  joy, 

Gladd'ning  at  momentary  freedom ;  foon,  \ 

Too  foon,  alas!  return  the  hated  hours 
Of  fordid  labour  and  unceafing  pain— 

Too  foon  this  arm.  this  arm  which  guided  once 
The  dorms  of  battle,  mull  again  fupply 
The  knotted  whips  of  cruelty  with  blood.— 

Remorfelefs  tyrants!  was  it  not  enough 
To  tear  me  from  the  joys  of  focial  love. 

Of  friendfliip,  of  my  country;  not  enough 
To  cramp  me  in  a  narrow,  loathfome  fpace 
Of  your  fell  (hip  (ingenious  cruelty!) 

Where  famine  rages  and  difeafe  exults. 

But  you.  mull  fell  me  as  a  brute  is  fold. 

Slave  to  oppreffion,  labour,  and  defpair  ? 

Oh^  Moon,  retire*  not  I  thou,  my  only  friend. 

Stay  yet  a  little  longer,  ’tis  not  fure';  I 

It  cannot  yet  be_morn ;  Ah  me  1  thofe  clouds. 

Flaming  with  blood,  announce  approaching  day. 

I  mud  obey  the  fummons— happy  waves 
•  Which  roll  towards  Africa,  farewell !  I  go 
Hopelefs,  difconfolate !  Yes,  Chridian  wolves. 

Now  may  you  triumph ;  but  the.  friendly  hand . 

Of  death  lhall  foon  releafe ;  nature  feels. 

Exulting,  all  her  vital  powers  decay. 

And  life  and  flavery  (hall  foon  be  o’er.’ 

huT.  Prophecies,  delivered  by  a  Def Cendant  from  the  Oracle  of 
Delpbosfof  the  future  Lives  and  Deaths  of  the  foUovuing  difhguijbed 
Ptrjonages,  lAc.  4tb.  pp.  56.  2S..6d.  Pried.  London,  1791* 

In  this  low  produflion  the:  moll  vulgar  abufe  is  vomited  in  the 
isft  phrafeology  of  St<  Giles’s; 
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Specimen. 


^  Educated  under  hb  uncle,  he  will  fire  a  piftol-ball  ten  yards  to 
the  certainly  of  an.  hair^s  breadth.-^Is  he  not  a  brate  fellow,  who, 

E){refled  of  fuch  an  advantage,  will  fight  a  duel  f  Moft  affuredly,-.- 
uc  this  is  not  always  the  cafe  with  our  hero;  for  bis  courage  ai 

often  finds  an  habitation  in  his, breeches  as  in  his  heart. - After  all, 

I  believe  he  may  be  of  a  good  difpofition  ;  will  kifs  his  wife  when  (he 
foliciu  him;  and,  if  he  does  not  become  too  vain  of  the  privilege, 
perhaps  (he  may  boil  him  a  little  SQoich  crowd y  now  and  then  for 
breakfail — but  he  mull  not  depend  upon  fo  much  favour  unlefs  he 
behaves  well.* 

Art.  26.  Modern  Pats ;  a  Satin.  To  nuhich  U  prefixed^  a  Dedico^ 
tion  to  tbi  Monthly  i  the^  Critical ,  and  the  Analytical  Re*viewrs.  410. 
pp.  32.  2s.  Ridgeway.  London,  I79i.‘ 

This  is  one  of  thofc  produdions  of  rhyming  mediocrity  which 
afford  little  Opportunity  of  cenfure,  and  lefs  occafion  for  prai(c« 

Art.  27.  The  ^ rial  of  Lord  Dungarvon^  at  the  Old^Bailey ,  on 
day  the  Iftb  of  January,  1790,  before  Mr,  Baron  Thompfon.  Ta\n 
accurately  in  Short  •hand  by  aCcutleman  of  theMiddle^Temple,  Counai 
for  the  Prof  edition,  Mr Knons/lcs  and  .Air,  Conft  %  for  his  Lcrdjcif, 
Mr.  Shepherd,  Mr.  Garrenv,  and  Mr.  Cullen,  410.  pp.  40.  2S. 
Lewis.  London,  1791. 

The  circumftances  of  that  remarkable  trial  appear  to  be  given  with 
great  accuracy. 

j 

Art.  28.  The  Citi;^ ;  a  NoateL  By  Mrs,  Gomerfall,  of  Leeds  ^  A* 
thor  of  Eleonora,  i2mo.  2  vols.  6s.  Scatcherd  and  Whitaker. 
London,  1791. 

A  motley  group  of  the  moft  unnatural  incidents  and  improbable 
fituations,  narrated  in  the  moft  difgufting  vulgarity  of  phrafe.  hi 
fpecimen,  we  are  "introduced  to  a  certam  Louifa,  the  produce  ofi 
ftolen  marriage,  who,  placed  in  her  infancy  at  a  board ing-fehooi  hr 
perfons  unknown,  is  totally  ignorant  of  her  parents  .or  family.  ‘  All 
1  know  of  myfclf  is,  that  I  am  defcended  of  the  firft  parents  of  all; 
but  as  to  any  other  parent,  relation,  friend,  or  proteftor,  I  knof] 
none,  except  M  rs.  Martinius :  with  her  1  was  placed  aim  oft  in  nsf 
infancy,  by  perfons  who,  it  feems,  affbred  her  I  belonged  loafi- 
mily  of  great  refpeftability.*  *  Soon  after,  ‘  however;  thi s, young 
Eecognife?.  in  an  inftaiit,  her  parents,  w^hom  (he  had  never  feen,  bj 
one  of  thofc' fagacious  emotions  of\fymp;irhy  which  never  exiiledb 
nature,  and  which  have  befen  long  fmee  worn  out  in  romance. 

— — ‘  We  were  both  fuddenly  roufed  out  of  our  reverie^  and  dra*i 
almoft  inftindlively.to  the  window;  from  whence  we  beheld  a  coai 
and  Tour,  attended  ,  by  two  fervants,  on  horfeback,  in  rich  livcrie'- 
driving  with  full  fpeed,  towards  the  houfe.  It  flopped,  at  the 
and  a  very  handfomc  young  mail  put  down  the  glafs  to  fpeak  to? 

,  ^  '  *  ferv 
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In  a  moment  we  caught  his  attention ;  he  drew  back,  and 
a  lady*  who  was  fitting  oppofite  to  him>  bent  forward^  and  met  the 
^  of  Loiufa,  who  immediately  fank<down  on  the  feat,  pale,  and 
aimdA  breathlefs.  I  eagerly  aiked  the.caufe  of  her  emcrion;  but 
was  only  able  to  reply,  *  Retire  with  me,  iiis  inftant^  dear  Rhodai, 
or  the  next  deftroya  me  quite !’  I  took  her  direflly  by  the  arm,  andi 
led  her  through  the  muilc  rc^m.to  her*  own  apartment,  where 
gave  free  vent  to  her  tears,  and  was,  for  foiue  lime,  utterly  unaBle  to 
^k;  during  which  my  amazement  at  the  caufe  was  beyond  what  I 
can  exprefs.  At  length  ihc  faid,  *  Oh,  my  dear  Rhoda !  in  that 
carriage  1  faw  my  neareft  relations  l-^-^Emotions,  unfelt  till  now,  con-‘ 
rinced  me  of——* 


For  the  ^ENGLISH  REVIEW. 

•  N'  A  T  I,  O.  N.  A  L  .  A  F.  F  A  I  R  S 

For  APRIL, 


OTTOMAN  COURT. 


^ HE  nomination  of  JuflufF Pacha  to  the  vizirfliip;  the  in— 
^  (iignation  caufed  by  the  dreadful  carnage  made  by  the 
Ruffians  at  Ifmael,  of  which  the  miniftry  have  publilhed  a  moft^ 
horrible  detail ;  and‘the  hopes  of  being  allilted  by  feveral  Eu¬ 
ropean  powers ;  feem  to  have  revived  the  drooping  courage  of 
the  Turks.  The  Grand  Signior,  tHerefore,  is  refolved  to  at¬ 
tempt  another  campaign;  and  for  that  purpofe* great  prepar¬ 
ation?  are  making  throughout  the  whole  empire.  Several  large! 
bodies  of  Afiatic  recruits^are.  ori  their, way  to  the  army;  and* 
every  pofEble  attention  is^paid  to  the  manning  of  the  fleet,  for* 
which  the  Greeks  at  Conftantinople  are  to  furnifh  •  fourteen- 
hundred  Tailors,  and  the  Armenians  four  hundred.  The  Otto-* 
man  army,  will  aft  in  two  divifions.'  One  will  cover  the  en¬ 
trance  of'  Mount  Haemus,  whilft  another  will  advance  as  far  as. 
Kilia  Nova,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Danube.  The  naval  forces' 
will  afiemble  near<Varna;  a  fmall  fquadroh  of  obfervation  will' 
be  left  at  the  mouth  of  the  Danube  ;  and  the  Turkilh  admiral,- 
ffifted  by  an  Englifli  officer  of  great  experience  and  abilities, 
J>  with  the  reft* of  the  fl^et,  fail  towards  the  Crimea,  in  order 
o  attack*the  Ruifians.-  Such,  it  is  faid,  is  the  plan  of  operations 
"id  down  in  the  Divan,  fhould  the  war  be  continued. 


NORTHERN  POW'ERS. 


Nothing  farther  has  tranfpired  wdth  refpeft  to  the  intentions 
f  Ae  northern  powers,  except  that  England,  Prullia,  and  Hol- 
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land,  with  the  affiftance  perhaps  of  the  Poles,  feem  determined 
to  efpoure  the  caufe  of  the  Turks,  and  to  compel  Ruilia  to  accede 
to  peace  upon  rcafonable  terms.  Scnfible  that  a  powerful  con* 
federacy  is  forming  againft  her,  Catharine  II.  whofe  rcfources, 
both  in  men  and  money,  but  particularly  the  latter,  are  now 
confiderably  diminiflied,  appears  difpofed  towards  pacific  mca. 
fores,  provided  (he  can  retain  the  important  fortrefs  of  Ockza. 
kow  5  but  whether  matters  can  be  brought  to  an  amicable  con. 
clufion  by  treaty  and  negociation,  which  are  far  better  than  by 
having  recourfe  to  force,  and  the  ultima  ratio  regum^  cannot,  in 
the  prefent  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  be  properly  afeertained.  In 
tranlaciions  where  it  is  thought  expedient  to  obferve  the  ftrifteft 
fecrecy,  the  politician  may  lofe  himfelf  in  conjedtures ,  it  is 
time  alone  which  can  determine  the  event.  We,- however,  know 
that 


PRUSSIA 


is  making  great  preparations.  A  large  quantity  of  artillery  has 
been  fent  from  Berlin  to  that  country,  where  a  magazine  of  corn 
has  been  formed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Memel.  Another 
train  of  artillery  has  been  collefted  near  Oliva ;  the  fortifica- 
tions  of  Graudentz  have  been  repaired ;  and  workmen  are  now 
bufily  enoplpyed  on  thofe  of  New  Farwafler.  Thefe  precau¬ 
tions  certainly  indicate  that  fome  rupture  is  apprehended ;  and, 
in  our  opinion,  (hould  a  war  take  place,j^  it  will  become  a  ge. 
neral  one,  and  perhaps  deluge  the  northern  part  of  Europe  with 
blood. 


POLAND. 


A  political  and  commercial  treaty  is  faid  to  have  been  pro- 
pofed  between  Poland  and  Great-Britain,  by  which  confiderable 
advantages  will  arife  to  the  latter,  and  in  which  Prufilia  is  to  be 
included.  Of  this  matter  we  cannot  decide  with  certainty: 
Ibme  conferences  have  taken  place  on  the  fubje£b ;  and,  if  die 
author  of  a  late  publication,  entitled,  Memoirs  refpelting  the  prefent 
jiffairs  of  Poland^  fpeaks  the  fenfe  of  his  countrymen,  the  re¬ 
public  will  no  doubt  enter  into  an  alliance  with  PrulTia  and 
Great-Britain,  which  that  writer  confiders  as  the  only  means  by 
which  Poland  can  preferve  its  independence,  and  render  itfelf 
refpei^able  in  the  eyes  of  Europe. 

In  gratitude  for  paft  fervices,  and  with  a  view  no  doubt  to 
future  exertions,  in  cafe  they  lhall  be  wanted,  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruilia  has  fhewn  every  mark  of  refped  and  attention  to  her  great 
favourite  *  ,  . 

PRINCE  POTEMKIN, 

who  quitted  Jafly  in  the  month  of  February  laft  in  order  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Prterlburgh.  His  fovereign,  on  this  occafion,  prepared 
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for  hi®  ^  magnificent  drefs,  valued  at  two  hundred  thoufand 
rubles,  and  the  palace  StjuckhofF,  which  coft  four  hundred 
thoufand  more,  as  a  reward  for  conquering  two  provinces  and 
fix  fortreffes,  which  perhaps  fhe  will  be  under  the  neceffity  of 
reftoring.  But,  notwithftanding  this  oftentatious  difplay  of  mu¬ 
nificence,  the  finances  of  Ruffia  are  much  exhaufted ;  and  go¬ 
vernment,  in  order  to  obtain  the  neceflary  fupplies,  has  been 
obliged  to  negociate  for  a  loan,  and,  in  the  interim,  to  mortgage 
the  cuftom-houfe  duties*  While  ^reduced  to  fuch  a  fituation, 
Ruffia  is  ill  qualified  to  continue  a  war,  which  has  already  coft 
her  immenfe  fums,  and  facrificed  thoufands  of  robuft  warriors, 
whom  Catharine  II;  had  Ihe  confulted  the  welfare  of  her  do¬ 
minions,  and  the  principles  of  humanity,  as  much  as  (he  has  the 
gratification  of  her  pride  and  ambition,  might  have  employed 
inufeful  manufaftures,  or  in  improving  many  of  'thofe  barren 
waftes  which  are  to  be  .found  in  her  dominion?,  and  thereby 
opened  new  fources  of  wealth  and  profperity  to  her  ernpire.  But 
fuch  is  the  perverfity  of  human  nature,  fuch  the  ftrength  of 
paffion,  and  fuch  the  blindnefs  of  fovereigns,  who  often  wafte 
thofe  treafures  in  creating  mifery  and  wretchednefs,  which  might 
have  been  employed  in  encouraging  induftry,  advancing  know¬ 
ledge,  and  promoting  univerfal  happinefs  and  benevolence.  A 
fmSl  fpot  of  land,  or  a  paltry  fortrefs  of  little  real  value  or  im¬ 
portance,  has  on  many  occafions  caufed  the  deftru£fion  of  more 
men  than  would  have  peopled  whole  provinces.  By  an  official 
account,  publiflied  lately  at  Peterfburgh,  the  Ruffians  hodji  of 
having  killed  32,816  Turks  in  the  aflault*  and^  ftcking  of 
Iftnael,  with  only  the  lofs  of  1,815  their  fide.  VVere 

this  account  true,  it  would  fix  an  indelible,  ftigrna  on  thfe  Ruflian 
arms ;  for  fuch  a  flaughter,  with  fo  trifling  a  lofs,-  evidently 
Ihews  that  they  met -with -very  little  refiftance,  and  wantonly  fa¬ 
crificed  the  brave  defenders  of  their  country :  but  we  have  every 
reafon  to  believe  that  the  latter  part  of  the  ftatement  is  falfc ;  as 
we  are  informed,  from  good  authority,  that  the  befiegers  loft 
15)000  men,  and  the  flower  of  their  officers.  When  wc  read 
accounts  of  fuch  carnage,  who  can  help  fhuddering,  and  fin- 
cerely  wifhing  that  the  ideas  of  the  French  National  Aflembiy 
refpecling  war  were  univerfally  adopted ;  arid  that  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people,  in  other  countries,  would,  in  imitation 
of  that  enlightened  body,  fetter  the  deftruftive  powir  of  kings^ 
which  enables  them  to  kindle  the  flames  of  difeord  whenever 
they  choofe,  in  order  to  gratify  their  revenge,  their  ambition,  or 
their  capricious  folly  ? 

Mr.  Burke  and  his  holinefs  Pius  VI,  are  not  the  only  great 
who  feem  highly  difpleafed  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
French  National  AlTembly.  The 
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german  PRINCES) 


who  pofTeiTed  fithj  and  enjoyed  other  rights  in' France,  declaim 
loudly  againft  fome  of  the  meafures  purfued  by  that  b^y ;  and 
have  laid  their  complaints  before  the  diet  of  Ratifbon,  in  hopes 
of  meeting  with  redrefs.  Many  publications  have  appeared  on 
this  fubjeS;  and  thefe  princes,  founding  their  claims  on  the 
peace  of  Weftphalia,  and  the  trea^  of  Ryfwick,  feem  deter- 
mined,  with  all  the  haughtinefs  of  German  barons,  to  make  an 
obftinate  rcfiftance  agaiim  the  aflertors  of  the  rights  of  men.  The 
confifeations  of  the  National  Aflembly  they^confider  as  illegal; 
and  th^  compare  them  to  thofe  annexations  by;  arret  made  by 
Louis  aIV*  when  in  the  height  of  his  glory,  and  which  raifed 
up  a  great  part  of  Europe  againft  him.  The  propofed  indemni* 
fication  appears  to  them  as  an  infult  to  their*  honour ;  and  they 
maintain,  that  this  offer  thould  have  preceded  the  violation  of 
treaties.  They  alk,  What  would  become  of  public  faith,  if,  in 
contrads  between  nations,  one  of  them  might,  without  con- 
fulting  the  other,  free  itfelf  from  its  obligations,  and  annihilate 
conventions  by  a  law  of  its  own  making,,  whenever  fuch  an  ex¬ 
pedient  might  be  fuitable  to  its  convenience.  Of  ten  or  twelve 
princes  interefted  in  this  bufinefs,  three  only  have  acceded  to 
the  mode  of  indemnification  offered  by  the  National  Aflembly. 
Thefe  are  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg,  the  Duke  of  Deux- Fonts, 
and  the  Count  de  Linages,  But  though  the  reft  hold  out,  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  they  will  foon  follow  the  example  fet 
before  them,  and  quietly  acquiefee,  efpecially  as .  the  court  of 
yic^'ro  does  not  feem  much  difpofed  to  embroil  itfelf  with 
Fnu.  ^  at  a  period  when  its  affiftance  may  be  wanted  in  another 
quarter. 

While  the  alarms  of  war  engage  the  attention  of  the  North, 
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are  (bedding  tears  of  gratitude  and  refpedl  over  the  afhes  of  their 
departed  member 

M.  DE  MIRABEAU, 

who,  amidft  his  plans  for  the  future  happlnefs  of  his  country, 
has  been  hurried  to  the  grave  at  the  early  age  of  forty-two.  Be¬ 
ing  attacked  by  an  inflammatory  colic,  which  baffled  all  the 
power  of  medicine,  he  fell  a  viftim  to  the  violence  of  his  difor- 
dcr,  after  fuftaining  the  moft  excruciating  tortures  for  three  da)^ 
regretted  by  his  friends,  and  particularly  by  the  people,  with 
whom  he  was  a  great  favourite.  On  this  melancholy  event  every 
mark  of  refped  was  difplayed  which  could  be  conferred  even  on 
ibvereigns.  The  body  of  this  patriot  was  opened  to  know  whe¬ 
ther  h^  had  not  fallen  a  vi£Hm  to  poifon  5  but  no  fymptoms  were 

found 
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found  which  tended  to  confirm  a  fufpicion  of  this  4ind.  All 
places  of  pujjlic  amufement  were  ordered  to  be  (hut ;  and  the 
department  to  which  he  belonged  decreed  a  general  mourning 
for  eight  days,  and  the  niunicipality  for  three.  Some  of  the  po¬ 
pular  party  were  of  opinion  that  he  ought  to  be  buried  at  St.  De¬ 
nis;  others  wKhed  to  inter  his  remains  under  the  national  altar 
in  the  Champ  de  Mars\  but  the  Aflembly,  after  fome  deliber¬ 
ation,  refolved  that  the  church  of  St.  Genevieve  ^  fhould,  for 
the  future,  be  fet  apart  for  receiving  the  aChes  of  great  men  ; 
and  it  confidered  M.  de  Mirabeau  as  deferving  this  honour.  At¬ 
tended,  therefore,  by  the  National  Aflembly,  the  greater  part  of 
the  minifters,  the  officers  of  the  municipality,  the  eledtors,  pre- 
fidents,  and  commiflaries  of  the  forty-eight  feitions,  the  depu¬ 
ties  of  all  the  ftates,  twelve  thoufand  national  guards,  end  an 
immenfe  concourfe  of  the  people,  all  clothed  in  black,  the  body 
was  conveyed  thither  in  great  pomp,  and  depofited  near  that  of 
the  celebrated  Defcartes.  Such  honours,  paid  to  a  deceafed  ci¬ 
tizen,  bring  to  our  remembrance  the  (late  of  fociety  in  the  an¬ 
cient  republics,  when  talents  and  virtue  alone  created  refpedi, 
and  excited  general  admiration. 

That  the  theory  of  the  financier  is  too  often  uncertain  and  fal¬ 
lacious,  .  is  a  truth  which  fome  circumftances  that  have  lately 
occurred  in  this  country  feem  fully  to  demonftrate.  A  few 
years  ago 

MR.  PITT, 

when  enlarging  on  the  advantages  of  his  (inking-fund,  men-' 

'  tioned  the  ftrong  probability  there  was  that  Great-Britain  would 
not  bc'involved  in  a  war  in  the  courfe  perhaps  of  many  years  ; 
yet  in  the  (hort  fpace  of  twelve  months,  and  4iot  long  after  that 
declaration,  the  nation  has  been  twice  called  upon  to  arm,  and 
additional  burdens  have  been  impofed  on  the  people.  Whatever 
may  be  the  real  intention  of  the  Britilh  cabinet  at  prefent, 
the  conduct  of  the  minifter,  in  withholding  that  inform¬ 
ation  which  by  fome  is  thought  neceflary  when  fupiplies  are 
to  be  voted,  has  given  no  little  umbrage,  and  even  difafFe<Sled 
men  who  were  once  his  zealous  friends  and  adherents.  Thofe 


*  St.  Genevieve  was  a  celebrated  virgin,  bom  at  Nanterre,  near 
Paris,  about  the  year  422,  who  confecrated  her  virginity  to  God  by 
the  advice  of  St.  Germain,  Biftiop  of  Auxere,  whohimfclf  performed 
the  ceremony  ;  after  which  (lie  received  the  facred  veil  from  the  hands 
of  the  Bilhop  of  Paris.  By  the  advice  of  this  female,  St.  Clovis 
hfgan  the  church  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  which  afterwards  aflumed, 
is  ftill  diftinguilhed  by  her  name.  The  French  National  AllVm- 
hly  have  lately  refolved  tolhferibe  on  the  front  of  the  new  chuich, 
aow  building  under  the  fame  title/  the  following  words,  Aux  granis 
hmmes,  la  fmine  reconnoijjante^ 

8 


who 
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who  take  tlic  liberty  to  condemn  the  minifter  aflert  that  he  ob. 
ferves  a  myftcrioufnefs  in  his  meafures  which  renders  it  impcfllblc 
for  the  people  to  confide  in  him ;  that  fuch  is  the  fituation  of  this 
country,  funk  in  debt,  and  borne  down  by  a  load  of  taxes,  that 
it  is  the  height  of  folly  to  think  of  interfering  in  the  difputes  of 
other  powers ;  that,  inftead  of  quarrelling  with  Ruffia,  we 
ought  to  cultivate  her  friendfhip,  for  the  (ake  of’  commercial 
advantages  ;  that  no  injury  can  arife  to  Britain  by  the  conquefts 
(lie  has  gained  from  the  1  urks,  or’ the  extenfion  of  her  territo. 
lies;  that  even  if  we  fliould  enter  into  hoftilities,  Ruffia  is  fo 
invulnerable  that  flie  has  nothing  to  fear  from  us ;  and  that  the 
navigation  of  the  Baltic  is  fo  dangerous,  that,  by  fending  a  fleet 
thither  we  fliould  expofe  it  to  danger,  cfpecially  as  there  would 
be  no  friendly  ports  open  to  receive  our  veflels,  fliould  they  be 
difablcd  either  by  the  cafualties  of  war,  or  the  fury  of  the  ele. 
ments.  Thofe,  however,  who  fee  nothing  in  the  minifterbui 
opennefs,  firmnefs,  and  a  fpirit  every  way  v/orthy  of  the  Britilh 
nation,  and  who  heartily  fubferibe  to  his  meafures,  maintain,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  it  is  extremely  nccellary  for  this  country  to 

Sreferve  the  balance  of  power ;  that  the  ambitious  views  of 
Luffia  are  apparent  to  the  moft  carelefs  obferver ;  that  both 
Pruflia  and  Poland  are  alarmed  at  them;  that  fhe  has  for  many 
years  paft  endeavoured  to  aggrandife  herfelf  at  the  expence  of 
her  neighbours;  that  her  grand  aim  is  to  become  the  firft  mari¬ 
time  power  in  Europe;  and  that,  fliould  this  be  the  cafe,  Bri¬ 
tain  miift  fink  faft  into  infignificance  ;  that  F ranee,  the  ancient 
ally  of  the  Turks,  fiace  theilate  revolution,  has  fo  much  em¬ 
ployment  at  home  that  it  is  impoffible  for  her  to  affift  them;  and 
that  Grcat-Britain  can.  only  retain  that  confcquence  which  flic 
has  long  held  among  the  nations  of  Europe  by  taking  an  aSivc 
and  decided  part  on  the  prefent  occafion,  and  by  uniting  with 
other  ftates  in  order  to  countera6t  the  projects  of  an  enterprifmg 
princefs,  who  feems  unwilling  to  grant  peace  to  the  Ottomans 
but  upon  very  difadvantageous  terms. 

Without  attempting  to  determine  whether  the  minifter  has 
upon  the  prefent  occafion,  a6led  right  or  wrong,  we  (hall  ob- 


ferve,  that  notwithflanding  the  great  fupport  which  he  gene* 
rally  meets  with,  Kis  popularity  feems  to  be  rather  on  the  de¬ 
cline  ;  and  (hould  difappointment  or  misfortune  attend  the  prefot 


armaments,  public  clamour  will  perhaps  oblige  him  to  rclign 
that  feat  which  he  has  held  fo  Ions:  to  the  mortification  of  his  for¬ 


midable  opponents.  We  (hould,  for  our  own  parts,  heartily  re¬ 
joice  to  fee  the  infolence  of  Ruffia  humbled  ^ ;  but  we  cannot 


♦  Wc  arc  told  in  one  of  the  foreign  journals  that  the  Emprefs 
faid  to  Mr.  Whitworth,  our  ambaflador  at  the  court  of  Ruffia,  '  Sir* 


fince  the  king  your  mafter  wiflies  to  drive  me  from  Peterfburgh,  1 
he  will  permit  me  to  retire  to  Confiantincple.’ 


Confiantincple. 


'efs 

a,  ‘  Sir* 
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help  thinking  the  minifter  culpable  for  not  explaining,  In  a  fuller 
manner,  the  grounds  upon  which  he  proceeds ;  and  for  treating 
the  nation  with  fo  much  difrefpedt,  as  to  call  for  a  fleet  without 
informing  the  public  for  what  purpofe  it  is  to  be  emploved.  Po¬ 
litical  fpeculations  are  at  beft  uncertain;  neverthelels  we  are 
ftrongly  inclined  to  think,  notwithftanding  the  vigorous  prepar¬ 
ations  now  going  forward,  that  there  will  be  no  war.  Ruflia,  fore- 
feeing  what  opponents  (he  has  to  encounter,  feems  difpofed  to 
(hcathc  the  fword,  which  (he  has  wielded  too  long,  and  with  too 
much  ferocity;  and,  in  all  probability,  negociation  will  filencc 
the  din  of  arms,  and  produce  harmony  among  the  contending 
parties.  While  we  indulge  in  this  pleafing  idea,  a  gloomy  pro- 
fpe£t  feems  to  arife  before  us  in 

INDIA, 

where  our  troops,  whatever  may  be  faid  to  the  contrary,  have 
received  a  difgraceful  check.  This  misfortune,  every  man  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  topography  of  India,  and  the  charadler  of 
Tippoo  Sultan,  long  fince  predifted ;  and  farther  difappointments 
i  may  be  expefted  if  we  perfift  in  a  war  rafhly  undertaken,  and 
founded  perhaps  on  circumftances  that  will  not  bear  to  be  clofely 
examined.  The  advocates  for  it,  and  fuch  there  mull  naturally  be 
in  a  country  where  fplendid  fortunes  may  be  rapidly  acquired  by 
dethronitig  one  prince  arid  eftablilhing  another,  infill  much  upon 
the  cruelty,  the  treachery,  and  the  tyranny  of  Tippoo ;  as  if  the 
badcharader  of  one  man  'could  extenuate  the  crime  committed 
by*  another  when  he  robs  him.  We  know  that  the  fagacious 
counfellor,  hackneyed  in  the  arts  of  the  law,  and  deeply  read  in 
human  nature,  endeavours  to  prejudice  the  jury  againll  the  client 
of  his  opponent,  when  he  finds  that  he  cannot  juftify  his  own. 
But  before  we  condemn  Tippoo  we  ought  to  allow  him  the  fame 
advantages  as  his  accufers,  and  hear  what  his  defenders  have 
to  alledge  in  his  favour.  Had  he  an  agent  in  this  coun¬ 
try  to  plead  his  caufe,  his  character  would  perhaps  ap- 
not  fo  black  as  it  has  been  reprefented.  It  is  cullomary 
lor  the  Europeans  to  vilify  the  natives  of  every  region  where 
they  have  extended  their  ufurpations  ;  but  (hould  we  behold^ a 
pifture  of  Britifh  fraud,  injuftice,  and  oppreflion,  pourtrayed  by 
the  lively  pen  of  a  Hindoo,  or  Mahometan,  the  feeling  mind 
would  Ihrink:  back  from  it  with  horror,  and  exclaim  witli  the 
peer, 

Aurt  facra  fames  quid  non  niortalia  coges 
Pe^ora - 

It  is  rather  aftonilhing  that  the  fame  meafures  for  which 

MR.  HASTING^ 

been  fo  loudly  cenfured,  Ihould  be  purfued  in  the  government 
-'f  India;  and  that,  whilfl  he  is  peifecuted,  his  fucceflbrs  are  not 

only 
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nly  defended,  but  even  applauded.  It,  however,  appears  that 
Ac  ddinquencics  of  Ae  late  governor-gmeral  are  not  to  be  con, 
iidcred  as  ferious ;  if  mey  were  fo,  the  voice  of  the  nation  would 
call  loudly  for  juftice.  But,  except  a  party,  inimical  to  the  in, 
terefts  of  their  country,  and  inconfiftent  in' their  own  political 
opinions,  what  voice  C»ls*Mr.  Haftings  to  account,  or  confiden 
him  as  a  defaulter  !  Every  man,  who  has  held  a  public  flation, 
is  in  the  like  predicament,  did  Aeir  enemies  give  themfelves  the 
fame  trouble  ^  the  accufers  of  the  late  governor.  The  mo# 
innocent  circumftanccs  may,  by  mifreprefentation,  be  converted 
into,  crimes ;  and  what  man  is  there,  eiAer  in  or  out  of  parlia. 
ment,  whofe  adHons  could  ftand  the  teft  when  probed  by  the  in. 
genuity  of  a  Burke^  a  Fexy  and  a  Sheridatiy  aiiilled  by  every  aid 
and  information  that  can  be  procured  ? 


IRELAND 


maintains  a  formidable  oppofltion  to  the  meafures  of  government 
in  her  two  houfes  of  parli^ent.  While  this  keeps  the  minifte 
upon  his  guard,  Aat  nation  is,  feft  improving  in  the  arts  of  peace. 
I  Agriculture,  manufadures,  and  commerce,  are  promoted,  and 
tivillty  and  wealA  are  introduced  to  render  Ac  people  happy. 


SCOTLAND 


is  not  behind  hand  wi  A  her  lifter  kingdoms.  Edinburgh,  already 
improved  in  a  few  years. far  .beyond -Ac  moft  fanguine  expect, 
ations,  is  to  be  further  adorned  wi  A  a  new  univerlity,  for  the 
building  of  which,  in  addition  to.liberal  advances  at  home,  a  fub- 
Tcriptloii  is  open^  in  India,  patronifed  by  Lord  Cornwalii$, 
•which  promifes  to  bc^  produftive.  The  work  advances  wiik 
rapidity.  And  it  Is  hoped  that  the  public  (pirit  will  not  permit  | 
Ais  undertaking  to  languiA,which  has  in  view  for  its  object  the 
beft  purpofes  of  fociety,  the  cultivation  of  literature,  humanitvj 
And  knowledge. 


^  Communhatioits  for  The  Ekglish  Review  requepi- 
hi  fent  /o  Mr.  Murray,  No.  32,  Fleet-ftrcet,  London;  •ivhere 
ferthert  for  this  Monthly  Performance  are  ref ^eQf ally  dejired  to  gl’vt  ^ 
ibeir  Narnesm  * 
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